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"What do we mean by the Revolution? The war? That was no part of the Revolution: it was only an effect and consequence of
it. The Revolution was in the minds and hearts of the people, and this was effected from 1760 to 1775, in the course of fifteen

1492  vyears, before a drop of blood was shed...."—John Adams |74 74 2000
i — |
~ THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR CHANGED EVERYTHING. )

1763 Britain had paid little attention to her colonies, 3,000 miles distant. Taking advantage of

this salutary (beneficial) neglect, the colonists had exercised the liberties of Englishmen and’
| g become increasingly autonomous (self-governing), while remaining proud, loyal British subjects.
g,,* i) After 1763 victorious Britain tightened control of her vast North American empire
e S ' Calmost doubled in size) in a series of actions that seemed fair to Britain, unfair
@ - ~to the colonists, and that led directly to the American Revolution.
" As you read what happened, analyse the cause and effect relationships in the sequence of events, and then
\ use your decision-making sKills to judge what you would have done 1) as a colonial leader and 2) as Parliament. y

In 1760 George Il Cage 22) Insecure, vain, headstrong, and eventually insane, George I
became king of Great Britain. and his King's Friends faction in Parliament were ill-equipped to deal with
Although not a tyrant, he took his British-American problems following the french & Indian War.

GENTLEMEN -WE HAVE PSST — WHERE ARE

THE APPALACHIANS?

mother's advice to rule as well as mg?
(unlike easy-going George | and George I1).

{eeA KING, GEORGE! )
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PROBLEM ##1: FRONTIER DEFENSE—How could Enqland keep peace along the colonial fron-
tier with Americans raring to cross it and settle Indian lands? In 1763 Chief Pontiac led

100 Indians in the Great Lakes area in a year-long war against such land-hungry colonists.
BRITISH ACTION ‘ AMERICAN REACTION
I.  PROCLAMATION LINE OF 1763: ¥ would bar westward settlement on "UNFAIR! Qur original ~ charters included land
Indian lands and, in turn, protect the colonists from invading Indians; west of that line. And we don't want a
2. 10, 000 BRITISH TROOPS: would protect this frontier line, with standing army during peace time!

the colonists to pay one-third of the $1,000,000 annual cost.

| DONT RECKON THATLL ) (NOPE! WE'RE
KEEP US OUT, EH KENTUCKY BOUND.
DANIEL?

DO Mot PROCEED
BEYON
ROCLAMATION LlNg‘mls




-= Britannia Rules! America Rebels! =

PROBLEM ##2: TAXES...and then one thing led to another!

LET’S MAKE THOSE UNGRATEFLUL COLONISTS
PAY THEIR FAIR SHARE, WE FOUGHT THE
WAR TO FREE THEM FROM THE FRENCH

MENACE, AND THEY SMUGGLED GOODS To
THE FRENGH THE WHOLE TIME! AND THEY
STILL SMUGGLE TO AVOID PAYNG DUTIES.,
LET'S TAX THEM! 115 ONLY FAIR.

THE COST OF BEATING
THE FRENCH HAS DOUBLED
OUR NATIONAL DEBTZ?!
WHO'S GOING TO PAY

THIS BILL? ENGLISHMEN
ARE ALREADY PAYING
HUGE TAXES: 20%,

CAN WE DO THIS? ¥ PARLIAMENT HAS ALWAYS

LIMITED ITS TAXING OF THE (OLON)ES TO
EXTERNAL TAXES —ON IMPORTED GOOPDS.
IT BAS NEVER PASSED INTERNAL TAXES.
THESE ARE LEFT TO THE COLONIAL

ASSEMBLIES, AS A BASIC LIBERTY
OF ENGLISHMEN,

=2
House of Commons member
Edmund Burke

BRITISH ACTION I COLONIAL REACTION

Prime Minister
fieorge Grenville

I764—SUGAR ACT ‘o : REMEMBER THE WORDS OF
— JAMES OTIS — “TAXAT|O
Taxed sugar and molasses WITHOUT REPRESENTATION
not just to regulate trade 1S TYRANNY!C
(as before) but to produce

revenue for Britain.
* Smugglers would be tried in
admiralty courts without juries.

ves?! AND S0 ARE J
R TRIALS WITHOUT
JURtesM

STAMP ACT CONGRESS

\
f *

SONS OF LIBERTY YIRGINIA RESOLYES
This organization of patriots : I the Virginia Assembly, Patrick :
(colonists for independence) : Henry helped write the Virginia

persuaded through intimidation. §Reso|ves, denying Parliament's
: right to tax Virginia. He warned:

1765— STAMP ACT

Required revenue stamps
for all publications and
official documents.

weuemavnfoacancannas

IN THEIR FIRST SHOW OF UNITY
9 COLONIES SENT DELEGATES TO
NEW YORK TO PROTEST, THEY
ALSO AGREED TO BOYCOTT AlL
BRITISH GOODS,

NOW T“lt“( ABOUT IT....
Englishman Isaac Barre warned § (perien IOYO‘,EJ;EL;M
his fellow Parliamentarians, PEANUTS OR SOMETRING?
"Americans are
sons of liberty and won't
surrender their rights

without a fight."

LET KING GEORGE
REMEMBER THE FATE
OF CAESAR AND
CMARLES T Z

DID THEY CATCH ANY
METS GAMES
IN NEW YORX?

He was right!

DON'T LOOK NOW,
DEAR BUT WE’RE
ABOUT TO HAVE
COMPANY,

[765—QUARTERING ACT
Required the colonists to
quarter Chouse and feed)

British troops in America.

ly &
’ ~ (..

|766—Repealed STAMP ACT g Happy over repeal, the colonists ignored the meaning of the Declaratory Act.

but MA! | WONDER IF

passed DECLARATORY ACT: e
Parliament could make laws
binding colonies e C

"in all cases whatsoever."

THEY'RE JOLLY WELL
ECSTATIC OYER REPEAL

| SAY- WHAT NEWS
FROM TME AMERICAN
COLONISTS?
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AMERICAN REACTION

BRITISH ACTION

“Letters from a Farmer in | Sam Adams and fellow radicals : Colonists revived James Otis' 1761
1767—TOWNSHEND ACTS Pennsylvania," by John Dickinson, | in the Massachusetts legislature | claim that Writs of Assistance

|. Revenue duties on tea, glass, | a launer from Pennisyvania, arqued ; circulated letters to all the rviolated their English rights to
lead, paper, paints that external taxes to requlate : colonies, urging them to boycott :sanctity of the home: not to
2. Strict customs enforcement, § trade were illegal if used to raise : (refuse to buy) British goods. ‘have their homes searched with-
including Writs of revenue. This influential pamphlet | rout a warrant.
Assistance (non-specific urged repeal of the Townshend Acts. L SoRRY, ' HEY! ) THOUGHT A
search warants)— \/ wor MAN'S HOME WAS
©

' 4

Charles Townshend, Chancellor B =

Those who |:

of the Exchequer (Treasury), are taxed |

boasted he could raise revenue without [

through duties, because their |

Americans accepted these consent... [
external taxes to

are slaves. J:
requlate trade as legal. ;

[770- THE BOSTON MASSACRE

Bostonians resented the British troops and often taunted them.

I768—BRITISH TROOPS On March 5 a rowdy gang of men and boys threw snowballs and rocks

(4,000) were assigned to at a British soldier quarding the Boston customshouse across from the Statehouse.

Boston to ensure orderly Captain Thomas Preston and a few soldiers came to his aid. An unknown person shouted
customs collections. “Fire!“—and the soldiers did, Killing 5 colonists including Crispus Attucks, an African-

American. Attucks, a former slave, was the first person to die for the nation's liberty.

WRHAT WAPPENED?

[770—TOWNSHEND DUTIES
repealed—on all items

except tea

On March 5 (the same day

Lo:; g‘:dgfisc;‘("ﬁo'xﬁsiﬁ;ei oy | Two Boston Sons of Liberty used the shoot- | - Boston lawyer John Adams (Sam Adams' cousin)
Prime Minister. rec o'mmeu ded 1M incident as propaganda to stir revolutionary courageously defended Preston and his men in their
this action ém Use of fervor: 1) Sam Adams, by publicizing it as a massa-| murder trial, for he believed they fired in self

cre of innocent victims, and 2) Paul Revere, defense. (John Adams later became the second

mer‘;;;sgtu:;oﬂ: l;ll:(%sfher ed with his engraving of British soldiers firing | president of the U.S.) All were acquitted except two

. on unarmed men and women, entitled "The who were convicted of manslaughter, branded on the
?rs;)?n ptehr:eglocnui:l ';;;gﬁts Bloody Massacre.” Prints were sent to all the | thumb, and released.
colones. N Sl
The tea duty was retained to - ,
show that Parliament and ste %UeTvégE*s
King George Ill were still boss. DRAWING, ” /(/’
\ )
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BRITISH ACTION

|770-73—A calm period

as King George Il and Lord
North avoided further

provocation of the colonists
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AMERICAN REACTION

772 — COMMITTEES OF CORRESPONDENCE

Meanwhile, patriot Sam Adams helped Boston and 80 other Massachusetts towns organize
Committees of Correspondence to spread word of any new British aggression. Other colonies followed
suit, and by 1774 an intercolonial information network existed that would unite the colonies in
fighting for their liberties. If trouble arose—and it soon did— they would be ready.

LISTEN T0 THIS AND CHECK WHATS

NEWS FROM t { HAPPENING IN
X &,
’~

4

[773—TEA_ACT

In a costly blunder,
Parliament tried to bail out
the (British) East India
Company—near bankruptcy
because of 17,000,000 Ibs. of
surplus tea—by giving it a
monopoly of the American market.

Parliament hoped the colonists
would start buying British tea 1
again (instead of smuggling
Dutch tea)
when they saw the new
bargain prices.

BosToNl” 47 S\NEW YORK,

. I773 — THE BOSTON TEA PARTY

The Tea Act united America's conservative merchants (outraged by the monopoly) and radical
patriots (angered by the tea tax) in resisting Great Britain. In New York and Philadelphia, tea
ships were forced back to England.

Then, on December 16, about 60 Bostonians disquised as Mohawk Indians (believed to be Sons of
Liberty, led by Sam Adams) war-hooped onto three tea ships in Boston Harbor and threw over-
board all 342 chests of East India Company tea.
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|774—COERCIVE ACTS (called
An angry King and Parfiament decided

a lesson by punishing Massachusetts througn four acts, which:

I. closed Boston's port until the city paid for the tea,
2. deprived Massachusetts of self-government and placed it

"INTOLERABLE ACTS"
by the colonists

to teach all the colonies

FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, Sept. 5-Oct. 26, 1774

Blasting the Intolerable Acts as tyrannical, Committees of Correspon-
dence rallied support in all the colonies for beleaquered Massachusetts
and arranged for an unprecedented qathering: a Continental Congress.
Fifty-six delegates, from every colony except Georgia, met in Philadel-
phia to chart a unified response to Britain. The results:

4. issued a stronger Quartering Act

|774—QUEBEC ACT

rivers —land claimed by Mass.

sanctioned Quebec's French law

under the military rule of British General Thomas Gage,
3. allowed British officials to be tried in England

if charged with crimes while enforcing British laws,

I. extended Quebec's boundaries to Ohio and Mississippi
, Conn,, N.Y,, and Ya.,
2. qave Quebec's Catholic Church preferred status and

(Would America be next? Some colonists feared s0.)

I. an Association, pledged to boycott British trade,

2. adoption of Suffolk Resolves, declaring the Coercive Acts unconstitutional
and urging Massachusetts to form its own government and collect its
own taxes and to form and arm a militia,

3. a Declaration of Rights and Grievances, stating that the colonists were
defying Britain because their LIBERTIES AS ENSLISHMEN had been violated.

for all the colonies.

of trial without jury.

UST WHAT WERE THOSE
LIBERTIES ¥ LET'S TAKE
A LOOX AT THE ENGLISH ROOTS
OF AMERICA'S LIBERTY TREE.
m e
"o



