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"We fight not to enslave, but to set a country free, and to make room upon the earth for honest men to live in.”

Thomas Paine, 1776



50 —="0ON THE BRINK OF A PRECIPICE," 774 - 1775 =

"From all these causes a fierce spirit of liberty has grown up."—Edmund Burke
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" Now, back to Congress in Philadelphia.

On October 26, 1774, the Continental
Congress ad journed, a% eein% to
reconvene May 10, 1775, if King George
did not respond to their grievances.

Congressman Charles Thomson wrote
to Benjamin Franklin in London:

EVEN YET THE WOUND MaY
BE REALED AND PEACE AND
LOVE RESTORED, BUT WE
ARE ON THE BRINK OF A
PRECIPICE,

The Continental Congressmen did
not seek war or independence, only
their rights as Englishmen, which they
felt Parliament had violated.

PARLIAMENT HAS NO
RIGHT TO LEGISLATE FOR
US AT ALL BECAUSE WE
HAVE NO ELECTED

REPRESENTATIVES IN
PARLIAMENT,

In Parliament, William Pitt and

| Edmund Burke agreed with the colonists'

| view of their liberties as Englishmen. They

arqued for repealing the Coercive Acts.
English merchants suffering

from the boycott also urged repeal.

I’ GOING TO LOBBY
FOR REPEAL OF THE

COERCIVE ACTS — BECAUSE
| BELIEVE IN LIBERTY.
PLUS, YOUR SALES
ARE WAY DOWN...

But King George llI, Lord North,
and the "kings' friends" faction
refused to yield. In November 1774
the king declared:

THE NEW ENGLAND GOVERNMENTS
ARE IN A SYATE OF REBELLION.
BLOWS MUST DECIDE WHETHER
THEY ARE TO BE SUBJECT TO
THIS COUNTRY OR INOEPERDENT,

Blows seemed not too distant.
General Gage and his British troops were
fortifying Boston, while Massachusetts
colonists formed a provisional government
under John Hancock and signed up men for
the militia.

Minutemen were militiamen trained
for action at a minute's notice.

urged the Virginia House of Burgesses to act.

tet us not... deceive |
ourselves longer. We
have done everything
that could be done,
to avert the storm
which is now coming
on. We have petitioned; we have
remonstrated; we have supplicated; we
have prostrated ourselves before the |
throne.... Our petitions have been
slighted...and we have been spurned.

Meanwhile, fiery orator Patrick Henry |
|

FIELDS WY STAND WE BERE IDLE?Z,,,,

GENTLEMEN, WE MAY CRY PEACE, PEACE —BUT THERE (S NO PEACE . THE WAR 1S
ACTUALLY BEGUN! THE NEXT GALE THAT SWEEPS FROM TWE NORTH WILL BRING TO
OUR EARS THE CLASH OF RESOUNDING ARMS? OUR BRETAREN ARE ALREADY IN TRE
S LIFE SO DEAR, OR PEACE S0 SWEET, AS

TO BE PURCHASED AT THE PRICE OF CHAINS AWD SLAVERYZ FORBID IT, ALMIGHTY

LIBERTY, OR GIVE ME DEATH!

GoD! | KNOW NOT WHAT COURSE OTHERS MAY TAKE, BUT AS FOR ME, GIVE ME

N N
A WAR FOR LUBERTY? PERHAPS —I|F
THEIR KIGHTS WERE NOT RESTORED.
A WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE? FEW
HAD ANY DESIRE TO SEPARATE FROM
THE MOTHER COUNTRY, ANY MORE
THAN YOU OR | WOULD WANT TO
SEPARATE FROM OUR COUNTRY.
MQST WERE STILL PROUD TO BE
SUBJECTS OF THE MIGHTY BRITISH
EMTPIRE, 1T WAS A FAMILY
QUARREL — OR WAS IT?
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51 —= THE ROAD TO REVOLUTION: LEXINGTON AND CONCORD, April 19, 1775

"By the rude bridge that arched the flood, Their fla(? to Afril's breeze unfurled,
Here once the embattled farmers stood, And fired the shot heard roun

the world."—Ralph Waldo Emerson
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April 18, 1775: BOSTON—8ritish
General Bage never intended a war—only a
raid to seize the qunpowder patriots were
stashing away in Concord, Massachusetts.

AND MAJOR PITCAIRN, WHEN YOU PASS
THROUGH LEXINGTON, ARREST THOSE
REBELS, SAM ADAMS AUD JOHN RANCOCK.
SAY, YOU GUYS ARE KEEPING

THS MISSION A SECRET, ARENT YOUZ

|0 p.m. April I8—"Lieutenant Colonel Francis Smith and Major John Pitcairn signaled 700
British soldiers to begin their secret mission. Marching confidently to Concord (about 20
miles from Boston) in the bright red uniforms of the British army—mightiest army
in the world, the redcoats sang a sonq ridiculing their backward frontier cousins,
e e the American Yankees.

5
YANKEE Doope

THOSE YANKEES
WENT To rOWN.w

ARE COUNTRY
BUMPKINS —THEY

| ® © 0 BRITISH FOR(CES
® ¢ ¢ PAUL REVERE :

"Listen my children, and you shall hear
of the midnight ride of Paul Revere."
—Henry W. Longfellow

Silversmith Paul Revere, a member of
the Sons of Liberty, and William Dawes
galloped by separate routes from Boston
to Lexington to warn the patriots.

Dawn, April 19, I775: LEXINGTON—Warned by Paul Revere, 70 brave Minutemen,
under Captain John Parker, met the British redcoats on Lexington green at sunrise. A
shot rang out, then a volley. No one knows who fired first, but the redcoats counted
eight Americans dead and ten wounded before marching on ta Concord. Sam Adams and
John Hancock, both at Lexington, escaped capture— thanks to Paul Revere.

DISPERSE, YE
REBELS! LAY
DOWN YOUR

STAND YOUR GROUND! DON'T
FIRE UNLESS FIRED UPON; BUT {

IF_ THEY MEAN TO HAVE A WARY
LET IT BEGIN HERE!
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WHATS THE BIG
DEAL? SOME OF
MY BEST FRIENDS
ARE BRITISH.

Afternoon, April 19: T0 CONCORD _AND

BACK— Dazed by a skirmish with News of the British rout spread

Minutemen at Concord's North Bridge, the British fled back to Boston—via Lexing-
ton—through a gantlet of 4,000 angry militiamen (farmers, artisans, teachers, minis-
ters) shooting Indian-style from behind trees and rocks. The Yankees taunted the
redcoats with a familiar tune, having adopted *
came the American theme song of the Revolution.

throughout the colonies. Soon 16,000
New England militiamen surrounded
Boston, trapping General Gage's redcoats
in an eleven-month seige, from April 1775
to March 1776.
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'Yankee Doodle” as their own. This song be
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