ratify—to aprove by voting .
constitution—the fundamental law providing a framework for government
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(" Article VIl of the Constitution states: A

"The ratification of the Conventions of nine states shall be sufficient for the
establishment of this Constitution between the states so ratifying the same.”

The miracle at Philadelphia would prove unreal unless framers
of the Constitution could convince people to approve the Constitution.
S0 take it to the people they did—bypassing the Confederation Congress and
state legislatures in favor of state ratifying conventions with elected delegates.

On September 18, 787, the Constitution was sent to the Confederation Congress in New York, which agreed
to send copies to the thirteen states for ratification. On June 21, 1788, New Hampshire became the ninth state
\ o ratify the Constitution, making it the supreme law of the land—by the supreme authority of the people themselves. y

The nine-month struggle for ratification pitted supporters J THE FEDERALIST PAPERS
of the Constitution, called Federalists, against opponents, called
Antifederalists.

Three articulate Federalists—Alexander Hamilton, James Madison
and John Jay—turned the tide with a series of 85 convincing news-
paper essays, published under the pseudonym Publius. The essays are
the best commentaries ever written on the United States government.

HEY, DID YOU READ THIS “FEDERALIST " ESSAY ?
IT EXPLAINS THE CONSTITUTION SO CLEARLY.
I

WE NEED A BILL OF RIGHTS
AS A LEGAL GUARANTEE OF
PERSONAL LIBERTY —AND AS
PROYECTION FROM GOVERNMENT

INTERFERENCE,

WHAT - NO BILL OF RIGHTS?
WE'YE HAD SPECIFIC RIGHTS
PROTECTED SINCE THE
MAGNA CARTA]

1 SAY THE PRESIDENT
’ HAS T8O MUCH POWER!
\ REMEMBER GEORGETT, ..

< N A AND WHAT ABOUT
f = STATE SOVEREIGNTY !

f 7z
| TAKE IT THEY'RE
AGAINST THE

CONSTITUTION .
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Just what did the America

Ratification of the Constitution, as you can see, was a close call. Success came only with

the Federalists' promise to amend the Constitution with a Bill of Rights. ratify June 21, 1788, as the
7
STATE DATE RATIFIED _FOR—AG. supreme law of the land!
Delaware Dec. 7, 1787 unanimous v
Pennsylvania Dec. 12, 1787  46—23 OF ¢ OWNTOUR
New .{erseu Dec. 18, 1787 unanimous y NT\‘T‘Z;%“:ETE‘;"'SS 2;{_:; A
fieorqia Jan 2, 1788  unanimous

Connecticut Jan. 91768  128—40

Massachusetts  Feb. 6. 1788  187—168
Maryland Apr. 26, 1788 63—I1|
South Carolina  May 23, 1788  149—73
lune 21, 1788~ Noy; Hampshire June 21, 1788 57—47
New Hampshire.  yipginia June 25, 1788 89—79
’t‘z‘a:'p“r";‘v:t:::t New York July 26,1788 30—27
North Carolina  Nov. 21, 1789  195—77

the deciding vote
for ratification.  Rhode Island May 29, 1790  34—32
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71 = THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The national government is located in Washington, District of Columbia—a site chosen and surveyed by President George Washington in 1790.
I :92 1789 2000

[Leaisiamive | [ExecuTive | [JubiciaL |
CONGRESS PRESIDENT SUPREME COURT

- Makes laws Executes laws Interprets and enforces
laws
(meets in the Capitol) lives and works at the White House) (meets in the Supreme Court Building)
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House of m ﬁ @ﬁﬁﬁ
Senate Representatives The president appoints judges, with advice
Two senators from House members are Each state elects presideﬂﬁa[ e|ect0r3, and consent of the Senate. The term of
each state, regerdless of elected from states in based on the number of its congress- office for the nine justices Coriginally
population, are dected  proportion to popula- men. The electors then elect the presi- there were only six) is for life—during
for 6-year terms.  tion for 2-year terms.| 1 dent. qo0d behavior.
Senate Committees| |House Committees| | Cabinet Departments  Lower Federal Courts

(created by Congress)

Ariaiture | Commerce | Defense |Education | Energy | Health & | Housing | Interior | Justice | Labor State | Transpor- | Treasury | Veterans'
1889 1913 1949 1979 1977 | Human | & Urban | 1849 1870 1913 1789 tation 1789 | Affairs
(Dept. of Services | Development 1966 1989

War 1789) 1953 1965




“

SEPARATION gF POWERS
AN
A SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND BALANCES

In addition to its own separate powers, each of the three branches of government is emprowered‘t'o check the other two,
in order to keep any branch from assuming too much power. This balance of national power allows for a
strong central government, with safeguards to prevent its becoming tyrannical. '
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The President

I. Carries out the laws

2. Serves as commander in chief
of the armed services

3. Appoints judges, ambassadors,
and other officials

4. Makes treaties

Toxnue
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The Congress The Supreme Court

Makes laws to: l. Interprets laws and treaties

l. Lay and collect taxes; pay the debts; 2. Enforces laws
provide for the common defense and
general welfare of the United States

2. Requlate interstate and foreign Congress determines number of judges on Supreme Court.
commerce 1 -
Supreme Court can rule laws passed by Congress unconstitutional.
3. Declare war <

(See page 88 for additional powers.)
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* Requlate interstate and foreign
commerce

* Coin money and requlate its value; fix
standard of weights and measurments

* Punish counterfeiting of securities
and current coin of the United States

* Set uniform rules of naturalization
(process of becoming a U.S. citizen)
and of bankruptcy (process of reliev-
ing debtors of debts they cannot pay)

= [stablish post offices

* Promote science and useful arts with
patents and copyrights

* Punish piracies and felonies on the
high seas

* Declare war

* Raise and support an army

* Provide and maintain a navy

* Make rules for qoverning armed
forces

* Call out state militias to execute
U.S. laws, end rebellions, and repel
invasions

* Share governance of militias with
states

* Govern the national seat of govern-
ment, a district separate from the
states, not to exceed ten square miles
(Washington D. C.)

* Govern territories and admit new states

* Make all laws which shall be
necessary and proper for carrying
into execution the foregoing powers

CONCURRENT POWERS
OF
NATIONAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS

* Enforce laws
* Punish Iawbreake‘r"sv'fu,: -
* Charter banks .
* Make bankruptey lau
~* Build roads




To make sure the new national qovernment could not violate individual rights of the people—some dating back to the Magna Carta,

' o

Americans insisted that the U.S. Constitution be amended to include a bill Cor listing) of these rights, thus quarantecing them. Several states
made this a condition for ratification. So in 1789 Congressman James Madison led the House of Representatives in recommending such amend-
ments to the states for ratification. In 1791 the states ratified the first ten amendments to the Constitution—the Bill of Rights.
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NO LAW RESPECTING AN
ESTABLISHMENT OF
RELIGION, OR PROMIBITING
THE FREE EXERCISE THEREOF;
OR ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM
OF SPEECH, OR OF THE PRESS;
OR OF THE RIGHT OF THE
PEOPLE PEACEABLY TO ASSEMBLE,
AXND To PETITION THE
GOVERNMENT FOR A
REDRESS OF GRIEVANCES,

THIS IS THE LONGEST

AMENDMENT, NOW
LOOX AT WHAT EACH

AND MOST IMPORTANT

OF ITS 5 PARTS MEANS.

Freedom of Religion

e

THE GOVERNMENT CANNOT
ESTABLISH AN OFFICIAL
RELIGION. THIS MEANS YOU
C(ANT BE FORCED TO ATTEND,
OR SUPPORT WITH TAXES, ANY

RELIGIOUS
INSTITUTION.

HE BAS A RIGHT
TO SAY WHAT HE

YES, BUT REMEMBER

HOLD ON, UNCLE SAM! | KNOW
YOU’RE STEAMED, BUT THE
GOVERNMENT CANNOT (ONTROL
THE MEDIA!

HOW ABOUT IT
CHIEF? SHALL | GO
={ BREAK UP THAT CROWD
OF DEMONSTRATORS 1

NO, NO! THEY'RE A
NUISANCE, BUT THEY
HAVE A RIGHT TO HOLD
A PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY,

) HEY, GET A LOAD OF ALL
“UNITED THE SIGNATURES!

STATES

YEAH — HES EXERCISING
HIS RIGHT OF
PETITION.

'
ofts
FULa
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= THE BILL OF RIGHTS -

2nd AMENDMENT . 3rd AMENDMENT Lth AMENDMENT

Right to bear arms Right not to quarter soldiers| | Freedom from unreasonable

RALPH, | DIDN'T KNOW YOU search and seizure
WERE A "GUNSLINGER” =

PR DOESNT THE RILL OF RIGHTS
PROTECT US FROM THIS

1'M NOT, BUT | HAVE SORY OF THING?

THE RIGHT To PROTECT

BUT YOU CANT SEARCH
MY ROOM WITHOUT A
WARRANT/

6th AMENDMENT
Due process of law Right to a speedy trial Right toa trial by jury

7th AMENDMENT

(5

(3
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TRUE, YOU CANT BE DEPRIVED OF THE 6™ AMENDMENT GIVES ME THE L o
YOUR RIGHT TO LIFE, LIBERTY, OR RIGHT TO A SPEEDY TRIAL! AND L WAS e e oo
PROPERTY WITHOUT DUE PROCESS, ARRESTED IN 19521 OH WHATS THE OF TH1SP

BUT YOUVE BEEN puly PROCEssED!) | |- 7 . aar

| 10th AMENDMENT

No cruel or unusual punishment Constitutional rights do not States’ rights

deny other rights,

WHERE DOES IT SAY YOU
AND | SENTENCE THE DEFENDANT T0 3 CAN WORK CROSSWORD
WEEKS OF WATCHING TV RERUNS] 21! PUZZLES IN THE PARK] SURE, CONGRESS HAS LOTS OF
POWERS, BUT THOSE NOT LISTED IN
BUT YOUR HONOR, THAT >y, READ ngguumvr THE CONSTITUTION BELONG TO YOU /[
CRUEL AND UNUSUAL -

PUNISHMENT/

A ARRGH




A bill is a proposal for a new law.
To become a law, a bill must pass both houses of

in either house of Congress or in both houses at ] to a standing,
the same time. But money bills must
originate in the House of Representatives.

Congress (the House of Representatives and the Senate)
The idea for a law can come from anyone—individuals, interest groups, the president of the

ORIGIN—Most bills may originate (be introduced) | COMMITTEES— About 10,000 bills per year are introduced. Each is

and be signed by the president.
United States—
but only a member of the House of Representatives or Senate can sponsor a bill and quide it through the required steps.

given a number and assigned

or permanent, committee—such as agriculture, energy or labor. There are 22
committees in the House of Representatives and 15 in the Senate:
committees. A bill might be 1,000 pages long and involve 200 people on 15 subcommittees. .

each has several sub-

WOULD YOU BE MY

SPONSOR? 1M A

HEARINGS— Subcommittees hold hearings COMMITTEE ACTION—The full committee may:
1) approve, 2) rewrite and approve, 3) amend
(change) and approve, 4) reject the bill (Only
about 1,000 of 10,000 bills considered per year
become laws; most die in committee.) If approved,

the bill goes to the house of origin for debate.

at which experts and interested parties
speak for or against the bill. The sub-
committee then makes recommendations
about the bill to the full committee.

HoLb STit, BILL,
ACK oN
WHILE ! TfH\S
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If the president vetoes a bill, Congress
may override the veto, and the bill becomes
a law without the president's approval.

EXECUTIVE ACTION—The president may:

1) veto the bill; 2) sign the bill,
n / making it a law;

Hee NEe! .
THAT TieKLesT) ¢

“COURSE EVEN IF THE PRESIDENT
HAD VETOED ME, HE MIGHT HAVE
BEEN OVERRIDEN BY 2/3 VOTE
K OF BOTH HOUSES
7 L_OF CONGRESS,

| 3 hold the bill without signing.

Unsigned, it becomes a law in
10 days it Congress is in session;
it dies if Congress adjourns
before 10 days (a pocket veto).

IF THIS IS A
STANDING COMMITTEE,
HOW COME “you'RE
ALL SITTING?

CONGRESSIONAL ACTION—Back in its house of
origin the bill is debated, perhaps amended,
and voted on. If passed, it qoes to the

other house for the same action. If both
houses approve the final bill, it goes to
the president.

WILLIAM, M BoY,
YoU'VE STICL
GoT IT...

JUDICIAL ACTION—If a law does not con-
form to the United States Constitution,
the Supreme Court has the power to
declare the law unconstitutional.

YOUR HONOR ?

ER... SOMETHING WRONG
AM | UNCONSTITUTIONAL
OR SOMETHING 2




