= SECTION FOUR —=
BRITISH COLONIZATION

1607-1733
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ENGLISH OR BRITISH? The proper terms are:

before 1707—ENGLISH;
after 1707—BRITISH.

In 1707 the English Parliament passed the Act of Union, uniting England and Wales with Scotland in a single kingdom called
Great Britain. from this point on, all subjects of Great Britain, including English, were called British.
And 50 it was that ?
England began founding North American colonies in 1607.
A century later, in 1707, the English colonies became British colonies.

MEW YORK

b5 rovE

ISLAND




15 —= THE THIRTEEN BRITISH COLONIES: AN OVERVIEW, 16071733 =

colony—a group of people who settle in a new land but remain subject to their original country

Between 1607 and (733 the British founded
thirteen colonies on North America's east coast
and successfully ruled them for 169 years.

Other nationalities helped settle the colonies, but the
population, language, laws, and culture remained
A /’"" predominantly British.

In 1776 the colonies broke free of their mother country
and became the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
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=The "thirteen colonies” can be misleading. wTuo New England areas later became states

By 1775 the British had 32 colonies in

North America, including Canada, the floridas, Yermont, an area, claimed by New York and
and several Caribbean islands. Only the thirteen above revolted New Hampshire, became the 14th state in 1791,
in 1776. Initially, Britain's revenue-producing Caribbean sugar Maine, claimed by Massachusetts until 1819,
islands claimed more of her attention than these thirteen. became the 23rd state in 1820.
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— ENGLAND'S AMERICAN DREAM: MOTIVES FOR SETTLEMENT =

| reply that the liberation of humanity, the freedom of man and mind, is nothing but a dream...
they are right. It is the American Dream." —Archibald Macleish

WHO CAME—AND WHY DID THEY COME?
WOULD YOU HAVE COME?

“There are those, | know, who wil

THE AMERICAN DREAM: FREEDOM
Roller coaster upheavals in fngland created economic, social, religious, and
political motives to colonize America—all in search of greater freedom.
Imagine that you were living in

@;}ﬁ England between 1607 and 1775,
4 ; Would you have ventured across
HARD TIMES the 3,000-mile ocean for any of

these motives?
RIGIDITY m)

‘, 74
(‘“ (motive—a cause that moves a person to action.)
A RESTRAINT

X

MOBILITY

FREEDOM

PERSECUTION

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

I. ENGLISH MONARCHS dreamed of a favorable balance of 2. A NEW MERCHANT CLASS Ccreated by manufacturing and
overseas trade) had capital to invest in colonial ventures

trade by owning colonies that would sell raw materials to
England at low prices and buy England's manufactured goods and dreamed of striking it rich. Business boomed as English
monarchs franchised trading companies, such as the fast

at high prices. (s REcuiATED TRUS ENSURING
India Company. N
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4. UNEMPLOYED FARMERS victimized by the ENCLOSURE MOYEMENT
dreamed of owning land in America. As wool manufacturing

became profitable, landowners enclosed their land for sheep
pastures, evicting thousands of tenant farmers.

ARE WE 2
THERE YET!

3. MIDDLE and LOWER CLASSES dreamed of making a better

living in America. Inflation (caused by New World gold flowing
into Europe at 10,000 Ibs. per year) sent prices sky-high and cut

wages drastically.

1818 HEAD;OR AMERICA -
| HEAR TUERE'S PLENTY
THERE.

"‘n Q

IF YOU HAVE TO
ASK, YOU CAN'T
AFFORD T,

HOW MUCH FOR A
LOAF OF BREAUD]




= ENGLAND'S AMERICAN DREAM: MOTIVES FOR SETTLEMENT —=

. SOCIAL MOBILITY
| 2. SOME ENGLISH LEADERS dreamed of

. WORKERS AND FARMERS dreamed of upward mability in America. In England a

rigid class structure confined Englishmen to a hierarchy (a ranking from colonization as a safety Valve—a dumping
higher to lower): each person had a place in society and stayed there. ground for excess people (mcluding convicts)—
because increased population was draining
ENGLAND'S SOCIAL HIERARCHY England's resources.
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GAD, WHAT ARE WE TO DO 1
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A B COUNTS, KNIGHTS -- AND
THEIR LADIES

6 eNTRY--LANDOWNERS, CLERGY AND
GENTRT " omier  proress aL:
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WE NEED TO WORK
ON OUR IMAGE,

-~ SMALL FARMERS, >
SHOP KEEPERS,
ARTISANS

ABOFS.\NG__poore FARMERS,
b Dol DAY LABORERS
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POLITICAL FREEDOM

Between 1603 and 1688 MANY ENGLISH SUBJECTS dreamed of qreater political freedom in America because of:

1) the absolutist Stuart monarchs— who claimed the divine right of kings, meaning that monarchs ruled in God's behalf (therefore
with absolute power) and could not be disobeyed:

2) a bloody civil war (1642-49) between supporters of King Charles | (Royalists, called Cavaliers) and supporters of Parliament
(mostly Puritans, called Roundheads).

A5 IT 1S ATHEISM AND BLASPHEMY TO
DISPUTE WHAT GOD cav Do, SO 1T 15
PRESUMPTION AND HIGH CONTEMPT IN
A SUBJECT T DISPUTE WHAYT A KNG

LISTEN TO THIS KING CRARLES T
INSISTS HE HAS A DIVINE
RIGHT Yo Ry

LE. JUST LIKE His)_
DADDY, JAMES T.
Mou

-

STUART MONARCHS

JAMES | Cruled 1603-25)

CHARLES 1 (1625 executed, 1649)

CHARLES 1l (1660-85); JAMES Il (1685~ deposed, 1688)
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY:  THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION
In the 16005 ENGLISH PURITANS, persecuted by English Anglicans, dreamed of religious liberty in America.

Who were the Puritans? The answer involves an intriguing story.

THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION
In 1517 a revolutionary religious and political movement erupted in Europe. Beginning In the 1600's it
affected settlement of the American colonies and contributed to American roots of religious liberty.

For 1,000 years the Roman Catholic Church had reigned supreme in Christian Europe.
Most European Christians—including kings, nobles, and commoners—accepted the pope (head of the Catholic
Church) as God's ruler on earth, and they followed the pope's decrees. Then, beginning in 1517, groups protested certain Catholic
beliefs and practices, questioned the pope's authority, and broke from Catholicism to form new churches which they thought would
be closer to early Christian teachings. These churches soon were called Protestant churches because they were formed by "protesters.”

Led in 1517 by Martin Luther, 3 German monk,
and later by French theologian John Calvin (1530s) and English King Henry YIII (1534),
the Protestant Reformation gave rise to LUTHERAN, CALVINIST, and ANGLICAN Protestant churches
and eventually to many other Protestant denominations.

The splintering of Catholicism shattered European unity. During the next century religiovs warfare raged in Europe as
Catholics and Protestants fought over what to believe, how to worship, and which church should be the official one.
Separation of church and state did not exist in Europe, so religious disputes often led to political warfare, specifically
between Catholic Spain and france and Protestant England and Holland. These wars affected America.

But before we go further, let's check the map to get our bearings on the Protestant movement.
(Remember, before 1517 all the European countries below would have been Roman Catholic)
Can you see why the American colonies became Protestant?

1600s—RELIGIOUS GROUPS IN WESTERN EUROPE AFTER THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION

Nk

A

22 ROMAN CATHOLIC

""" —state church of countries in middle and southern Europe

LUTHERAN

—state church of countries in northern Europe

ROMAN CATHOLIC
AND LUTHERAN

I71 ANGLICAN L s

—state church of England ' ,

Bl CAuviNisT e Al |

CALYINISTS, numbering more than 1,000,000 in several countries, J== 0 i ", /- TRy o A
were called: b g B g

Congregationalists (Puritans) in England,
Presbyterians in Scotland (state church),

Huguenots in france,
Dutch Reformed in The Netherlands.




= ENGLAND'S AMERICAN DREAM: MOTIVES FOR SETTLEMENT =

T he Protestant Reformation had great impact on the American colonies, especially those in New England settled by English Puritans, so it
helps to know what Protestants believed. The main Protestant doctrines fall into two categories: 1) Lutheran and Calvinist, and 2) Anglican.

PROTESTANT DOCTRINES: LUTHERAN AND CALVINIST

). SALYATION IS ATTAINED BY FAITH—
as opposed to the Catholic doctrine of
salvation through sacraments and good
works. This conclusion by Martin Luther,
a Germanmonk, started the Protestant

3. PRIESTHOOD OF THE BELIEVER CAlso called “Every man his own priest*)—This doctrine
means that every person has direct access to God through the Bible, as opposed to indirect
access through the Catholic hierarchy of church officials who act as intermediaries between
individuals and 6od.

This doctrine is based on the idea

NOW WE CAN READ
AND INTERPRET THE

Reformationinl5i7. that the Bible, not the pope or church,
is the sole source of information about
fod, and that each person is free to
interpret the meaning of the Bible for
himself— believing what his reason and
conscience tell him instead of accepting

church officials’ interpretations.

Watch for this doctrine to foster
religious liberty and individualism in
Protestant America.

2. PREDESTINATION— fohn Calvin emphasized
the doctrine that only those 6od predestined
(chose beforehand) would attain salvation.

These were called the "elect” or "saints.”

4

ENGLISH PURITANS

Some English Protestants thought the
Anglican Church had not changed enough from
the Catholic Church and that it needed to
add the Priesthood of the Believer doctrine.

PROTESTANT DOCTRINES:  ANGLICAN

—

In 1534 English King Henry VIII broke from the Roman Catholic Church, and
the Act of Supremacy established by law the Church of England— the Anglican Church.
Only one change marked the difference:

the king replaced the pope in the church hierarchy of officials.

Roman Catholic Anglican
Church Hierarchy Church Hierarchy

I

This called for “purifying” the Anglican

Church by getting rid of the hierarchy.

EXGLAND

Longot
o

Hence, these Englishmen
3 3

were called
PURITANS.

King Henry Vil rejected
Catholicism not for religious
reasons but because the pope
refused to allow the king
to divorce his first wife,
Catherine of Aragon. (Henry
eventually had six wives.)

The king had no quarrel with
Catholic doctrines; therefore,
he ignored the Protestant
doctrines of Luther and Calvin
discussed above. He did have the
Bible translated from latin into
English, so more people could read
it, and he confiscated church-owned
property in England, becoming
considerably more wealthy.

Unable to "purify”
the Anglican Church, in 1620 Puritans
began a pilgrimage to America to start
their own. By 1640 more than 20,000
had formed colonies in New England.

INDIVIDUAL e 6
CRRISTIANS S0
~ 71"
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And now, back to America to see how the British settled their colonies.

| Private enterprise financed all thirteen British colonies, but all were required to govern by English law.
Three kinds of colonies received charters from the king.

. CORPORATE COLONIES (C) 2. PROPRIETARY COLONIES (P) 3. ROYAL COLONIES (R)

The King %ave charters to joint stock JThe King qave charters to jndividuals By 1775 most of the colonies had
companies (formed by investors) to found JCusually his friends or relatives) to colonize | become royal colonies, with a
and govern colonies for profit, with the Jand qovern. He claimed a percentage of their | qovernor appointed by the king.

king getting a percentage. profits.

50 THE KING THOUGHT
YOu'D JUST LOVE BEING
GOVERNOR,,.

INCLUDE SELF-GOVERNMENT, BUT -
TELL THEM NOT TO FORGET MY "CUT.

oz _ :
e

COLONY FOUNDED CHARTERED STATUS in 1775
. VIRGINIA 1607, Yirginia Company Economic C—1606, 09, 12 Royal. since 1624
PLYMOUTH 1620, Pilgrims (Separatists) Religious None Merged w/ Mass., 169)
~ MAINE 1623, Fernando Gorges Economic P—1639 Bought by Mass., 1677
2. NEW HAMPSHIRE 1623, John Mason Religious, Political ~ R—1679 Royal
3. NEW YORK 1624, Dutch West India Company  Economic
1664, English, Duke of York Economic P—1664 Royal, since 1685
4. MASSACHUSETTS 1630, Puritans Religious (1629 Royal, since 1691
5. MARYLAND 1634, Lord Baltimore Religious P—1632 Proprietary
6. RHODE ISLAND 1636, Roger Williams Religious (—1644, 1663 Self-governing
7. CONNECTICUT 1636, Thomas Hooker Religious, Economic ~ C—1662 Self-governing
8. DELAWARE 1638, Swedes; 1664, English Economic None Proprietary
9. NORTH CAROLINA 1663, eight English nobles Economic P—1663 Royal, since 1729
10. SQUTH CAROLINA 1663, eight English nobles Economic P—1663 Roal, since 1729
. NEW JERSEY 1664, John Berkeley, Geo. Carteret  Economic, None Royal, since 1702
12. PENNSYLVANIA 1682, William Penn Religious P—1681 Proprietary
13 6EORGIA 1733, James Oglethorpe Economic, Political ~ P—1732 Royal, since 1752

Our colonial history as British subjects—169 years—is almost
as long as our 200+ year history as a republic.

1607 1776 1990s
i i

HERE'S SOMETHING TO
THINK ABOUT....

To understand the early ideas and events that shaped our American character,
we'll explore America's intriguing colonial adventures—beginning with JAMESTOWN, YIRGINIA.
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“In the beginning, all America was Yirginia." — William Byrd

1492 1607 ZOO‘O
Adventurers—the investors were The Virginia Company's charter,
called, because they were venturing granted by King James 1, created Virginia's
(risking) their money (cagital) to boundaries along points of the 34th and
make more money (profit). 41st parallels, running “from sea to sea.”

west and northwest.

No one had any idea of the distance
from sea to sea. Virginia's indefinite
western border caused problems later on.

WE CAN PROFIT FROM
THE GOLD, FURS, LUMBER,
AND FISH,,,,

THAT will
BE WORTHK
VENTURING

JAMESTOWN, YIRGINIA—England's
first permanent colony in America—
was planned as a trading settlement
by the Virginia Company of London
(a joint stock companqg.

The purpose: to make money for
the 650 investors who each paid
twelve pounds, ten shillings per share
for stock in the Virginia Company.

1607—The Virginia Company's recruits (105 men) sailed to The men settled 30 miles up the Jam_es River on a
Yirginia on three ships: Susan Constant, Discovery, and Godspeed. They marshy )pemnsula (defensible against Indians and Spanish
landed April 26, welcomed by the spring fragrance of wild strawberries. raiders). They would be governed by a council of seven

men, designated among the

>

bqwfthe Virginia Company.

17

NORTH

Chesapeake
Bay

Atlantic
(Ocean

AFRICA

Sir Gearge Percy, wrote: “There wee landed Yirginia became a seedling of liberty,

and discovered...Faire meadowes and goodly for in the Virginia Company's charter King
tall Trees: with such fresh-waters running James | granted Virginians "the same

through the woods, s | was almost ravished | | Jiberties. as if they had been abiding and
it the first sight thereof.... born within this our realm of England.”

e THERE GOES Tug |
ET5 NAME OUR SErTiement) |NEIGKBOR HoOD !
JAMESTOWN® IN HONOR OF ’
THE KiNG, \IV
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TREE 15 WORTH

(1SN'T AT A
SEEDLING FROM

The Virginians built a fort, dug
for gold, and searched for a passage
to China. However, they failed to plant

9 -1
A enough crops for food; by winter,
= % Y L v > famine and disease killed all but 38 men.
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= VIRGINIA: SEEDLING OF LIBERTY —

1608—Captain John Smith, 27-year-old swashbuckling
soldier-of-fortune, took charge and saved the colony by impos-
ing a work ethic. (Half the settlers were gentlemen, unaccustomed
to work.)

now DREADFUL! WORKING

HE THAT WILL NOT"
THROUGH TEA TIME/

WORK , SRALL NOT EAT/,

 e——
e

. , -

A A [ d
e

Tl

Rough work blistered the gentlemen's tender hands,
causing them to swear loudly. Smith stopped the swearing by
pouring cold water into an offender's sleeve—one can per
swearing.

OW,' ER - OH,
TIODLYWINKS £
| HIT MY THUMB.,

Meanwhile, Powhatan, Supreme Chieftain of the Powhatan
Confederacy (about 9,000 Indians), discussed the Englishmen at
Werowocomocotook, his village 14 miles from Jamestown.

NO, LETS wair
AND SEE, MAYBE
WE CAN YRADE WITH

CHIEF, LETS
KILL THEM Now
BEFORE Tuey
TAKE OUX LAND,

Indian Princess Pocahontas, his 13-year-old daughter,
befriended the Englishmen—after saving Captain John Smith's
life when the Powhatan Indians had captured him. Her friend-
ship and aid instituted the Peace of Pocahontas.

WE (OULDNT HAVE YEPS LET'S
SURVIVED WITHOUT HOPE IT
THE INDIANS' HELP— LASTS.

BRINGING ALL THAT

£ Lol 5522 T AR,
g 5 2 INC. //r

1612—Tobacco became Virginia's "gold” when John Rolfe discovered
a new way 1o cure it. Smoking became the rage in England, and the

Virginia Company prospered by exporting this cash crop.

KING JAMES SANS YES - BUT LOOX

1614 — John Rolfe married Princess Pocahontas, who had become
a Christian and taken the name Lady Rebecca. The Virginia Company
brought them to London in 1616 to promote a Virginia lottery and
introduce Princess Pocahontas to King James I.

Pocahontas' death in
1617 ended the
Peace of
Pocahontas.

SORRY, YOU CAN'T ENTER,
YOU'RE A (OMMONER,

T00 BAD
JOHN,
Ty L2
W) L/ ——

1
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TOBACCO 15 A “NOXIOUS N{ HOW THE AMONEY
STINKING WEED” AND IS |\ ROLLS IN! TOBA%(SO
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|6 18— SEEDS OF DEMOCRACY AND CAPITALISM THE BEGINNING OF SELF-GOVERNMENT— The House Of Burgesses became the colonies’
first representative legislative assembly (and in 1790 a model for the US. House of

The Virginia Company waﬂted, more Representatives). "Burgess” Cor "burger") is an old English term meaning free citizen.
laborers for tobacco groduct;on n Each Virginia district elected two men to serve in the assembly which, along with
order 1o increase profits. So to the company-appointed governor and council, made laws for the colony.
entice more settlers from England, it
ex tended Virginia's VIRGINIA COMPANY

. 4
1) political freedom through a [G6v. ANS COUNCIL]
representative legislature (assembly) (GUSE GF BURGESSES]
the HOUSE OF BURGESSES, and N N orers

2) economic freedom through (WHITE MALE PROPERTY OWNERS)

private ounership of land By 1698 the House of Burgesses won the exclusive right to make tax laws,
the HEADRIGHT SYSTEM. assuring Yirginians of a bulwark of freedom: NO TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION,

The HOUSE OF BURGESSES met for the first time in July 1619 [ The HEADRIGHT SYSTEM allowed private ownership of land
at Jamestown, Virginia. five generations later, in 1776, leaders [ Cas opposed to company ownership). Each pre-1616 settler
from the Virginia assembly, grown accustomed to political received 100 acres of free land. Each thereafter received 50
freedom, would lead the colonies to independence from England. W acres, plus 50 acres for every person he brought from England.

| LIKE THIS CAPITALIST SYSTEM, | NOW HAVE ;7§
THREE BASIC PARTS: THE RIGHT To OWN PROPERTY,
THE RIGRY TO WORK AS | PLEASE, AND THE RIGHT
TO MAKE A PROFIT, -

o,

1619—Ironically, at the same time the Virginia Company extended political and economic freedom to the colony,
two groups not included in these freedoms were brought to Virginia.

Ninety adventurous women arrived in 1619, sent by the Twenty kidnapped Africans were sold to the Jamestown settlers
Virginia Company as wives for the Jamestown settlers. fach by the captain of a Dutch ship. As indentured servants, they probably
groom paid 120 pounds of tobacco for his bride's passage. were freed after several years. But by the late 1600s black servitude

““““““““““““““““““““ i turned into black slavery.

(THAT YOUR Ly (YEAH - SHE'S WORTH)
(NEW BRIDE?| { HER WEIGHT 1N j= TAKE HEART, WE'LL BE { YEAH, BUT | GOT A

S 0T N IOBACO. )g’imi'i‘;x[ FREE 1N 25 YEARS. FUNNY FEELING ABOUT
) ~ { THANKS § N WHERE ALL THIS IS
jawor!) ' HEADING , ...

i

SO YOU SEE;
AMERICAS PROGRESS
TOWARD FREEDOM
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INDENTURED SERYANTS AND SLAVES indentured servant—a person | | slave—a person who was
who exchanged 3 to 7 years of bought and sold as property

The headright system encouraged Virginians to acquire land

(50 acres per person) by importing people from England who would servitude for passage to America. | | and forced to work.

sign a contract for three to seven years of servitude (unpaid labor), in

exchange for their passage to America. After their servitude, they were free.
Many of these contract-servants were illiterate and could not read

their contract. To protect them against fraud, duplicate

contracts were notched, or indented. If there were any m

contract disputes, the notches, or indentures, had to match.

About 75 percent of Yirginia's settlers in the 1600s came as
indentured servants. Those surviving a high death toll (from hunger, \
g 2

ONLY TWO MORE YEARS
AND I'M FREES

wexy you?!
)M BOUND FOR LIFE.

disease, and abuse) sometimes settled on the frontier where land was more %

plentiful. Other colonies (mostly southern) also used identured servants. o e
Africans in Virginia—at first treated as indentured servants SAEENWRED o
with longer terms— were enslaved between 1650 and 1700. White Rvan-—t

e 2
indentured servants outnumbered black slaves in Virginia until 1700.

In 1622 tragedy struck Yirginia! 1624—King James |, who disliked representative government, used the massacre
and the Virginia Company's financial problems as an excuse to revoke the Company's
ON GOOD FRIDAY POWRATAN ‘“D’:“Sé charter and make Virginia a royal colony. He dismissed the House of Burgesses, but the
;i‘_’,‘i”mi‘:zf:‘:;“%‘/‘f‘;sg’c"gf;:YgRl: members met anyway. In 1639 his son King Charles | reinstated the House of Burgesses.
A NOONTIME. SURPRISE ATTACK. Virginians prospered under royal rule, but they quarded their right to legislative

self government.

THE COMPANY’'S MADE A MESS OF
THINGS! FROM NOW ON ’LL APPOINT
THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL,

KING

. VIRGINHA-COMPANY.
() [GOV. _AND COUNCIL]

\u // ) "y {[HOUSE OF eurzoessesl}
N\ 22~ gt - Vorers™"

(WHITE MALE PROPERTY OWNERS)

THE COLONISTS'
RETALIATION, ALONG WITH
DISEASE, TOOK ITS TOLL: BY 1700
ONLY ABOUT 1,000 OF 9,000
POWHATAN INDIANS SURVIVED,

Sir William Berkeley served as one of the first l In the 1670s frontier settlers in western § 1676—BACON'S REBELLION
royally appointed governors of Virginia (1642). X Virginia rebelled against the autocratic
Although an able ruler, he had no use for liberty J rule of Governor Berkeley. He levied high
taxes, while denying frontiersmen a voice
in the government and protection against
invading Indians.

Nathaniel Bacon, a frontier planter,
led the frontiersmen in a rebellion
aqainst Governor Berkeley, driving him
from Jamestown and burning the town.
When Bacon died of a sudden illness, so
did the rebellion. However, King Charles II
replaced Berkeley, restoring harmony to
the colony.

| THANK GOD THERE ARE NO FREE
SCUOOLS, NOR PRINTING ... FOR LEARNING
HAS BROUGHT DISOBEDIENCE, AND HERESY,
AND SECTS |NTO THE WORLD, AND PRINTING
HAS DIVULGED THEM, AND LIBELS AGAINST
THE BEST GOVERMMENT,  GOD KEEP US
FROM BOTHK,
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"The...large plantation...fostered habits of self-reliance in individual men; it assisted in promoting an intense love of [iberty;
it strengthened the ties of family and kinship at the very time that it cultivated the spirit of general hospitality.™—phillip Bruce

1492 1700 1800 2000
L J 4
TIDEWATER PLANTATIONS AMD TIDEWATER GENTRY

Geography determines history.
Virginia's rich coastal plain, fingered with deep rivers, led to an agricultural economy and a rural saciety.
During the I700s Virginians spread upland from Jamestown and developed large tobacco farms along the rivers.
The farms, often covering thousands of acres, were called TIDEWATER PLANTATIONS and- their owners, TIDEWATER GENTRY.

Tidewater describes the ocean tides which swelled the rivers and made
them navigable for sea-qoing ships. Ships could sail inland 80 to 100 miles
—as far as the fall line, that is, the beginning of the foothills leading to .
the Appalachian Mountains. The foothills region is called the Piedmont.

Tidewater plantations: The choice land, of course, was along the
tidewater rivers because cash crops, mainly tobacco, could be loaded di-
rectly on ships headed for England, cutting out the cost of middlemen.

Tidewater gentry, although a minority compared to small farmers, ;
! emerged as an aristocratic ruling class that dominated -
: Virginia politics. Power remained for generations in the -
=% hands of families— such as the Byrds, Carters, Lees,
<L Randolphs, and Harrisons—in part by the law of
: primogeniture: inheritance of an entire estate by the
£~ edest son Ca law Thomas Jefferson led Virginia to abandon in 1776).

Chesapeake
Bay

. .williamsburg, -

‘- Jamestown
o James g D
. R

wPlantations

Today, you can visit many James River plantations, including those of U.S. Presidents Benjamin Harrison, William Henry Harrison, and John Tyler.

TIDEWATER PLANTATIONS were self-contained economic units resembling small towns. Nearly everything consumed was produced
on site by slaves, without whose labor plantations couldn't have existed. Each plantation had its own dock, where ships unloaded
goods planters had ordered and loaded tobacco for sale in England. Virginians felt more in touch with England than New England.

Rural isolation had its effects. There being no public schools, planters educated their children in fngland or at home with hired
tutors. Visits from relatives and friends were major events and hospitality became a southern trait. Neighboring planters used
the rivers as transportation in visiting. Highlights of the year came with spring and fall trips to Williamsburg. Let's qo there now.
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|77 6-83: REYOLUTIONARY WAR— Virginians in the House of Burgesses.and the Continental Congress
spearheaded the colonies' struggle for independence from Britain. Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration

of Independence, and George Washington won the war as commander in chief of the Continental Army.

FROM JAMESTOWN TO YORKTOWN—1In one of the great ironies of history,
the British in I78] lost their North American colonial empire

at the Battle of Yorktown—12 miles from Jamestown

where they had launched it in 1607.

THE SEEDLING TREE OF LIBERTY HAD TAKEN ROOT IN VIRGINIA SOIL. STATEHOOD (western boundary variable until 1863)

[present-day
\ boundaries]

Willamsburg
Jamestown

S e =apeake I776—Yirqinia wrote a state constitution and became an
Bay independent commonwealth. The militia forced Lord
. ' Dunmore, the royal governor, to leave Yirginia.
) 1776-79—Patrick Henry served as governor.
A I779-80— Thomas Jefferson served as governor.
"y I780— The capital was moved to Richmond.
"o T Jorkeoun 1786—Virginia ratified the United States Constitution
, Jamestown 1861—Yirginia seceded from the Union, joined the
A Confederate States of America, and became a major
battleground in the Civil War.
1861—Richmond became the capital of the Confederate
States of America

1870— Yirginia was admitted back into the Union.

UNITED STATES PRESIDENTS FROM VIRGINIA

THE TREE OF LIBERTY GREW TALL
IN YIRGINIA, AS THE COLONISTS
CLAIMED AND EXERCISED THE

beorge
1789-97

AND AS YIRGINIA
PRODUCED EIGHT
U.5. PRESIDENTS!

1801-

' 4 “\(m

James Madison, 1809-17  James Monroe, Wm. Henry Harrison,
1817-25 L
John Tyler, 1841-45 Zachary Taylor, 1849-50  Woodrow Wilson, 1913-21

\nd now, to continue the story of British colonization, on to New England.
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NEW ENGLAND:

“They knew they were pilgrimes, and looked not much on those things, but lift u

PLYMOUTH COLONY

p their eyes to the heavens, their dearest country.”
— William Bradford, second governor of Plymouth

PILGRIMS, 1620

2000
]

-

ilgrim— one who makes a relgious

journey

In contrast to Jamestown, a business venture,

Plymouth Colony was founded for religious
reasons. On September 6, 1620, the Mayflower

sailed from Plymouth, England, bringing 102 English

men, women, and children to found
PLYMOUTH COLONY IN MASSACHUSETTS,
the 2nd permanent English

colony in America.

& famestown
= ATLANTEC

The est on board we

Standish) seeking economic opportunity.

About 35 were Puritan Pilgrims from
Scrooby, England, who—after a decade in
Holland— were seeking religious freedom in
America. These Puritans are called Pilgrims
because of their religious journey. They also
are called Separatists because they were
separating from the Anglican Church.

k)

(including John Alden, Priscilla Mullins, and Miles

Financed by 70 London merchants, the
qroup had obtained a land grant from the
Yirqinia Company. But a storm blew them
of f course—to Massachusetts instead of
northern Virginia. They anchored off Cape
Cod on November 10, 1620.

= ATLANTK

LUCKILY WE HAVE A
MAP OF THIS AREA,
IT WAS DRAWN BY CAPTAIN
JOUN SMITH IN 1614, WHEN
NE EXPLORED THE COAST
FROM MAINE TO

HE NAMED TRE
WHOLE AREA
"NEW ENGLAND"
AND THAT

INDIAN VILLAGE
ACROSS THE BAY,
“PLYMOUTH,

50 they had no government or laws.

e
HEY ! WE'RE BEYOND
M ReAch OF THE LAW/

A SERIOUS

A problem arose. The Pilgrims were
outside the Virginia Company's jurisdiction,

the Anglicans Cupset at missing Virginia)
threatened mutiny against the Pilgrims.

GREAT - WE (AN TUROW BIG
PARTIES, AND SO ON ...

HAYE YOU TAKEN
AT THAT w:wmussﬂ

So, still aboard ship, Pilgrim leaders William
Bradford and William Brewster invited all 41
males— Puritan Pilgrims and Anglicans alike,

regardless of religious and class differences—
to sign the Mayflower Compact. (Women
had few legal rights, so they were excluded.)

And

THIS 15 AN AGREEMENT TO BE SELF-
GOVERNING, ALL MEN CAN ENACT LAWS
AND ELECT OFFICIALS — AND EVERYONE
WILL ABIDE BY THE WILL OF THE MAJORITY.

" SOUNDS FAIR

g TD ME.

- b A/:k
=

LOOK

THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT

IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN, WE WHOSE NAMES ARE
UNDERWRITTEN, THE LOYALL SUBJECTS OF OUR DREAD
SOVERAIGNE LORD KING JAMES, HAVING UNDERTAKEN
FOR YE GLORIE OF GOD, AND ADVANCEMENT OF YE
CHRISTIAN FAITH, AND YE HONOUR OF OUR ¥XING AND
COUNTRIE, A VOYAGE TO PLANT YE FIRST COLONIE IN YE
NORTHERN PARTS OF VIRGINIA, DOE... SOLEMNLY &
MUTUALLY IN YE PRESENCE OF GOD, AND ONE OF
ANOTHER, (OVENANT & COMBINE OURSELVES
TOGEATHER INTO A CIVILL BODY POLITICK...TO ENACTE
CONSTITUTE, AND FRAME SUCH JUST & EQUALL LAWES
ORDINANCES, ACTS, CONSTITUTIONS, & OFFICES ’
FOR YE GENERALL GOOD OF YE COLONIE, UNTO WHICH
WE PROMISE ALL DUE SUBMISSION AND OB%;D\EuCE,

The Pilgrims signed first—and waited.
Would the Anglicans sign or mutiny? Finally,
Captain Miles Standish, in charge of military
defense, led the other Anglicans in signing.

SURE, VLL SIGN 1T, YOU' RE

WY,
THIS AMAY BE(OME QUITE RIGKT,
A WISTORIC DOCUMENT, CAPTAIN STAMDISH,

America's first adventure in democracy had begun.
The men immediately elected John Carver governor, the
first democratically elected governor in America.
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