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American
Revolution:

1775~1783

Qverview of the
American Revolution

“The American Revolulion is the single most
important event in American history. Not only did it
create the United States, but it defined most of
the persistent values and aspirations of the
American peogle. The noblest ideals of
Americans — the commitments to freedom,
equality, constitutionalism, and the well -being
of ordinary people — came oul of the
Revolulionary era. The Revolution gave Americans
the consciousness thal they were a people with &
special destiny to lead the world toward fiberly."

« Gordon Wood, The Grea! Republic: A History of the Amedcan
People, 229,

What caused the Revolution?:
Three Schools of Thought

1. The Progressive Historans ~ Cail Becker, Charles Beard,
Arthur Schlesinger Sr. believe that ideas are projected
rationatizations of underlying economic interests. When the
colonists set forth arguments about principles of
liberty, they were really simply trying fo protect thelr
properiy.

It also tumed info an internal colonial issue. Carl Becker
argued that it was also a conflict over who should rule at
home. Elites used the Revolution to try to malntain
thelr hegemony, but they were challenged by poor
farmers and debtors who saw the Revolution as a
chance to create a more democratic republic. (Paxion
Boys, Regulators, Moderators)

2. Neo-Whig Interpretation - Neo-Whigs believe
that ideas are molivations for actiens. They
hold a straightforward and “old fashioned”
interpretation of the American Revolution as
a crisis based upon constitutional issues of
the nature and extent of the authority of
Pariiament.

3. Historians of the Republican School believe
that ideas act more indirectly by shaping our
construction of reality. The American
Revolutionaries viewed the events and
policies of the 1760s and 1770s through an
Old English idea that ALL governments are
inherently dangerous bfc they will soon
pursue lheir own needs over the needs of the
people they are supposed to represent.

Causes of Revolution

End of Salutary Neglect {(economic/political)

Debt 122,603,336 pounds with an annual interest

of 4,409,797 pounds.” {economic/political/social)

» The number of English colonists in British North
America doubled every 20 years - from about 1
million in 1750 to 2 miltion in 1770. {(social)

« Fear of more Indian wars

{economic/political/social)

.

Causes of Revolution

+ Trade between the colonies and GB exploded
during the mid 18 century. North American
colonists were responsible for absorbin? rou?hly
a quarter of Britain's exports and the value o
colonial exports to GB and imports from them
rose rapidly. This “consumer revolution”
empowered ordinary Americans and thus also
broke down patterns of deference within the
colonies and ¢reated general contempt for
authority. Furthermore, as the debt of the
colonial gentry increased, they become
beholden to and resentful of Brilish creditors.
{Economic/Palitical)
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Causes of Revolution

+ Accustomed to self-rule {political)

* "No taxation without representation”
{political)

* “The power to tax is a power to destroy.”
{political)

» “Can an island be expected to govern a
conlinent?” Thomas Paine, Common
Sense (political)

» Distrust of ALL governments
{ideological)

On the Eve of the
Revolution ?

Britain | Americans

Advantages ? ?

Disadvantages '? ?

British Advantages

+ Brilish Population was 11 million. There were about 2
million free colonists and another 500,000 sfaves.

+ The British navy was the Jargest in the world and nearly
half of its ships were commilted {o the American
Revoiution.

+ The British army was a well-trained, professional force of
nearly £0,000 in 1778 with an additional 30,000 German
mercenaries. Americans field about 5,000 Conlinental
troops who are aided by thousands in local miliias.

+ Many Brilish generals have experience in the colonies
during the French and Indian wars.

British Generals

» Thomas Gage — Commander in Chief of Brilish forcesin
North America from 4763 o 1775. In May, 1774, Gaga
was appoinled Governcr of Massachuselis to replace
Thomas Hutchinsen fellowing the Boston Tea Parly and
was charged with enforcing the Coercive Acts and
brnging order {¢ Bosten.
Sit William Hows — Howe replaced Gage as Commander
in Chief of British forces in North America in 1775. Was
iven the DUAL task cf making BOTH war and Peace.
t Bunker Hill, he fed the charges of his lroops into
intense fire. Known for his patience as well as his
bravery, Howe was perhaps too patient after Bunker Hill.

Lord Richard Howe — Willlam Howe's brother.
Commander of the British Navy in the colonies until he.
resi%ned in 1778. Appointed o the peace commission in
1776 to try fo gain terms 1o a truce, but this effort failed.

British Generals {continued)

» General Jobn Burgayne —"Gentleman Johnnﬁ' Burgoyne. A very
ambitious general, Famous for his gambling, his affairs, and his skils
asa glaywﬁghi. A “dandy” and a womanizer, Burgoyne rescued
British forces in Quebecin 1776, but was commander
surrendered at Sarafoga.

+  Sir Henry Clinlon - Ong of the three British general sent to give
Thomas Gage help in Bosfon in 1776, Clinten commanded froops at
Bunker Hil, Fort Sultivan, Charleston South Carofina, and New
eaﬂ)} in the war. Then led ihe southem campaign for the British in
1777 and 1778. Replaced Howe In May 1778 as Commander in
Chief of British forces in Nerth America.

* Banaslre Tareton — became known as the General who would not
fake prisoners after Loyafsts under his command massacred
prisonars after the Batfle of Waxhaw Creek in 1780.

+ Lerd Comwallis ~Appointed Major General al the stari of the war.
Commanded lroops al the Viclories al the Ballle of Long Island, New
Jersey, Brandywine, Camden and Phifadelphia, but abandoned
Burgoyne at Saraloga to caplure Philadelphia. But will always be
remembered for Surrendering to American forces at Yorktown.

British Disadvantages

+ Overconfident — Briish Generals and crdinary soldiers
do not expect a fight from the Americans. They believe
that the Americans are no match for them. In the initiat
stages of the Revciution, the Brilish ofien blew bugles as
if engaged in a fox hunt while fighting the Americans.
3000 mile supply line. Had to fight 3000 miles from home
against a people defending their homeland.

Ordinary Brifish soldiars find conditions in America — the
heat of summer and the cold of winter — unbearable.
There was no single place - no cagi!al - o caplure in
America that meant viclory for the British.

They have to WIN the war

The British at least initially also conducied war with a
goat of reconciliation and making peace.

Could contro! the seaporis but Not the interior

-

-

-




Washington (strengths)

+ Commanded tremendous respect. Earned
as a result of his dress, conduct, physical
prowess {including height, strength, grace,
and appearance), and even more self-
command, determination, and character,
The flip side to this is that he is sometimes
characterized as wooden. He was tall and
always impeccably dressed. He was also
extremely strong and one of the best
horsemen of his day.

. Exports & Imports: 1768-1783
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Washington (weaknesses)

« Must strive to control his temper and
aggressiveness. Several times, especially
in the war at Boston, he wants to attack
the British when prudent consuls overrule
him. He is also considered "wooden” or
unemotional by some who deal with him.
Not considered a great military strategist
by many milifary historians.

Washington's Headaches

B3 | ogs than 50% of the colonists were
ACTIVELY in favor of a war for
independence [the rest were Loyalists
and neutral, with more joining the
neutrals as the war drug onl.

State/colony loyaities.

=

¥z Congress couldn't tax to raise money for
the Continental ;i S
Army. ?’ .

E= Poor training [until i

the arpival of
Baren von Steuben].

Military Strategies

The Americans The 8ritish
= Attrition [the Brits had o« E% Breck the colonfes in

long supply line].

== guerilla tactics [fight en

insurgent war > you don't
have to win o battfe, Just
wear the British down]

B= BYUT, fight European style

pitched battles when the
numbers allowed.

E= Make an alffance with cne

of Britaln's enemies.

2]

(=4

half by getting
between the Ne. & the
S0,

Bfockade the poris to
prevent the flow of
goods and supplies from
an ally.

“Divide ond Conquer™ ->
use the Loyalists. {used
poorly)

Should have tried to
use Indians and Slaves
also,
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Phase I: The Northern Campaign
{1775-1776]

g ; Death of General Richard
, Montgomery at Quebec
i (John Trumbull Painting)

1
i
&

Americans Capture The Canadian Campaignh
Fort Ticonderoga (American Defeat at Quebec)

* In May, 1775, {three weeks after in the fall of 1775, a combined invasion of General
Lexington and Concord), g?gfédc!\gggt ac?mezy and Benedict Arnold attempted
Americans led by Benedict Amold Montgomery takes Montreal on November 12',

and Ethan Allen seized Fort Arnold has one of the most arduous treks in
American military. They arrive in Quebec too

.

Tlcon_d eroga. This gave exhausted to fight. On Dec. 31 1775, the combined

Americans a foothold on the St. American forces attempl a desperate attack on the

Lawrence Seaway and made the city. Mgnlgomery is killed and Arnold wounded and
surrender.

invasion of Canada possible.

Death of General Richard Montgomery at

The Canadian Campaign
palg Quebec {John Trumbull Painting)

(American Defeat at Quebec)

+ Americans {ry a second offensive against
Quebec, bul it is also unsuccessful. After 1776,
the Americans do not return fo try and take
Canada.

« But it does keep large numbers of British troops
trapped in Canada.

+ But it also means that Canada will not be
annexed to the United Stales.
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Siege of Boston

+ After the battles of Lexington and
Concord, the British were driven back
into Boston. Some six to eight thousand
New England militiamen then
surrouinded the cify o prevent the four
thousand or so Brilish troops from
escaping. Still, the British conirolled
Boston Harbor because there was no
American fleet to challenge them. They
used this naval superiority to supply their
{roops and then bring in reinforcemenits.
On May 25" 1775, 4500 additional
British troops and Generals William
Howe, John Burgoyne, and Hanry
Clinton arrived in Boston.

Bunker Hill (June, 1775)

—
Tawnassaas gl
¥

SERL

casualties.

Battle of “Bunker Hill”

« Jung 17, 1775 - Fortified by their
reinforcements, the British sought {0 break
free from Boston by taking an American
fortification at Breed's Hiillin Charlestown,
just outside of Boston. Led by Howe, the
Brilish made three frontal assaulis on
entrenchments that had been dug at Breed's
Hill. The third of these was successful, bul
about 1054 British troops died at Bunker Hill
and 440 Americans. [f proved fo the British
that the Americans would not ALWAYS flee
when faced with British professionals.

* Thomas Gage said, it was “a dear bought
victory, another such would have ruined us.”

Joseph Warren's Death
at Bunker Hill

Phase II:

NY & PA
[1777-1778]

Phase Il; Middle Colony Campaign
1775-1776

British ships arrive in NY
harbor —believed
Americans would give up
when faced with British
naval strength
Washinglon evacuaied
NY, in a series of defeals
and refreats. Memory of
Bunker Hill#777?

NY became a Brilish
stronghold

Batlles of New York, Long
Island, New Jersey ail
strategic relreals.




11/29/2010

New York City in Flames
(1776)

STILL Phase II: New York and
Pennsylvania (1777-8)

British focus on the middle colonies
“divide & conquer” to isolate New England
“radicals” from the other colonies
Battle of Brandywine is another British
victory and
Continental Congress forced to flee
Philadelphiat
BUTH! General Howe, should have been
at Saratoga reinforcing Burgoyne

Painted by Emanuel Leutze, 1851

Crossing the Delaware
Christmas Day, 1776
Colonial forces
Jaunched surprise
attack on Trenton
+ The much-Feared
Hessians were
defeated! Morale
Followed by another
victory at Princeton
+ Washington was able
to hold his army
togethert

;  Saratoga:

i § “Turning Point”
of the War?

_ A modern-day re-enactment

Battle of Saratoga:

.+ The Plan ; 3 British units
were to converge on
American forces at Albany,
trapping them

5 « Why doesn't this work?

+ Howe was busy in
Philadelphia — General
Burgoyne forced to surrender
when he ran ouf of supplies

i + France aid became open &

substantial!

» France officially recognized
American independence!
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Valley Forge

Not picked for any reason EXCEPT to controf
to whom the Pennsylvania farmers sold their
crops.

+ Br. Gen. Howe was in Philly Pa. and paying
with specie -- not Confinentat Dollars

Low point for Washinglon's froops

¥a of Washington's troops die BUT

Prussian Baron von Steuben arrived to help
train soldiers — those who survive were
turned info a disciplined fighting force

-

Phase III: The Southern

1% Sehaleston
5 morymior 1y 121790

Sasanah
48 hrodin, Ot 8, 377D

British Assumptions

+ The British assumed that the southern population was
generally made up of Loyalists who would
enthusiasticaily welcome the opportunity fo overthrow
the yrannical rebels once British mititary power
presented itself

+ Thus the plan was fo minimize the number of British
iroops and refy on the Loyalists themselves to play a
significant role in their own liberation {to include
capluring rebet leaders)

+ As quickly as possible, responsibilities for police and
defense would be turned over to the Americans, thus
freeing British soldiers to move on to other areas

Britain's “Southern Strategy”

B Britain thought that there were more
Loyalists in the South.

E# Southern resources were more
valuable/worth preserving.

B The British win a number of small
victeries, but cannot pacify the
countryside [similar to U, S. fallures
in Vietnaml} —

E® Excellent strategist

US General:
MNathanial Greene

The Fall of Charleston

+ Brilish General Clinton
proceededto botlle up a
force of some 6,000
Americans commanded by
Major General Benjamin
Linceinin Chareston.
When Charlesionis
surrendered the colonies
fost the largest city in the
south and the region’s
pofitical and economic
center

-

British Actions After Charleston

+ The British had to decide how to deal with
the rebels now under their control
—Would significant numbers reaffirm their royal
allegiance?
- Could they be trusted?
- Would significani numbers resist?
— What form would resistance take?
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British Actions After Charieston

+ Clinton assigned
Lieutenant General
Charles, Earl Cornwallis
the responsibility for
dealing with the new
siluation

— Cornwallis senl forces into
the South Carolina interior
wilh instructions to
desiroy any rebel forces
and encourage the
Loyalists to take contro! of
locat areas

— Major losses at Cowpens
and King's Min. Charles Comwallis

;The Battle of Yorktown (1781)

Count de
Rochambeau

;Cornwallis’ Surrender at Yorktown:

Why
|ose???

Painted by John Trumbull, 1797

North America After the
Treaty of Paris, 1783

3 . British negotiators refused to sit for ihis picture!
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Why did Engiand lose the war?
Why did the colonies win?

* Washington’s forces simply wore the
British down! Took advantage of
England’s grealest disadvantage —
distance!

+ Poor British military leadership! Ailowed
Washington's army to retreat so that they
could fight another day!

* Americans had the support of England's
enemies, especially the French!

Articles
of
Confederation
Government:
1781~1789

Wholesale
Price
Index: :
1770-1789
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Federalist vs. Anti-Federalist
| Strongholds at the End of the War

Weaknesses of the
Articles of Confederation
B= A unicameral Congress

{9 of 13 votes to pass a faw).
8= 13 out of 13 to amend,

B= Representatives were
frequently absent.

B= Could not tax or raise armies.

8= No executive or judicial
branches.

State Constitutions

B= Republicanism.

B= JMost had strong governers with veto
power.

B2 Most had bicameral legislatures.

E=  Prgperty required for voting.

B= Some had universal white male
suffrage.

8= Most had bills of rights.

®= Many had a continuation of state-
established religions while others
disestablished religion.
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. Occupational Composition of
' Several State Assemblies
in the 1780s
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Indian Land Cessions:
1768-1799
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Disputed Territorial Claims

Between Spain & the U. 5.
1783-1796

State Claims to Western Lands
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et LA e X
Horthowest Torritoty {1787}

One of the major accomplishments of the
Confederation Congresst
Statehood achieved in three stages:
1, Congress appointed 3 Judges & a governer fo
govern the tersitory.

2. When population reached 5,000 adult male
lendowners > elect teeritorial legislature,

3. When population reached 60,000 -2 efect
delegates o a state constitutional convention.

10
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The United States in 1787

-

e

American Exports, To & From
Britain: 1783-1789

e

Annhapolis Convention (1786)

®5 12 representatives from 5 states
INY, NJ, PA, DE, VA]

E GOAL 2 address barriers that
limited trade and commerce between
the states.

B= Mot enough states were represented
to make any real progress.

B2 Sent a report to the Congress to call
a meeting of all the states to meet
in Phitadelphia to examine areas
broader than just trade and
tommerce,

Shays' Rebeliion: 1786-7

= Daniel Shays
= Western MA

®= Small farmers angered by crushing
debts and taxes.

1

Shays' Rebellion: 1786-7

Shays' Rebellion: 1786-7

There could be no
stronger evidence of
the want of energy in
our governments than
these disorders.

-- George Washington

11




