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the Americans on the frontier, in a set of mmmwmnmﬁw holding mmvmmm_wﬂw
Washington’s war-enfeebled militia could nMon ME,BTM:MH& Mun?.u:oé '
i lished one after the other, .
scouting forces were demo e e o e e o, “Lhe
e . oy u
licy of conciliation. His Secretary ot Vvar, Hiet L
mewwwm being the prior occupants, @om%mm.%n right of awa mow_m . HM
Secretary of State, Thomas Jefferson, said in SS. that w MB.& ans
lived within state boundaries they should not be Snmnm.mmM wi nmo»nv
that the government should remove white settlers who tried to en:
. ww._mb wm whites continued to move westward, %M ?,mmm:a% oﬂ_ MMM
i i fferson became President,
ional government increased. By the time Je .
Mw M_MMM MMMR were 700,000 white settlers west of nrw Bom:ﬁmmnm. HMMM
_Eoﬁ& ,58 Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, in the North; into HZM mBMvocﬁ
- <sissinpi in the South. These whites outnumbered the Indians
Set son now committed the federal government to pro-

k and the Cherokee from Omo.qmwm.
o e Todianen d in the Indiana Territory

eight to one. Jeffer
mote future remova :
Aggressive activity against the H:m_mzm.ao:sﬂm
r William Henry Harrison. . .
znmmrmwy.mmwmo“y doubled the size of the nation g.mﬁmwmm_:m %WM
Louisiana ‘Territory from France in Hmowﬂ,&m mmﬂmsn_.Smmo %aim.oﬂ@
i Appalachians across the Mississippt

W%smmw.ﬁﬁ%ﬁmos%% the Indians could move there. He mnomommacﬂmw
O%u ess that Indians should be encouraged to sette down on MB“& «
tr: oamn and do farming; also, they should be m:noc_‘mmm.d to tra mm e
iw#mm to incur debts, and then to pay off ﬁrmw.m debts with tracts %ﬁB nm
“ ;mw\o measures are deemed expedient. First to encourage m o
.U.mmaon hunting. . . . Secondly, To Multiply trading houses among the n
ab leading them thus to agriculture, to manufactures, and Qﬁrﬂ.»m“:.m:. _ i
...uommnmosw talk of “agriculture ... manufactures ... civi M.Nwr M oS
crucial, Indian removal was necessary for the opening oEcEw o
American lands to agriculture, to noz_:smmoﬁ to BM.WMMN,\ “ wa%mvwnm-

, italist economy.
the development of the modern capitalis . sindispens-

: i Revolution, huge sections o
able for all this, and after®the / : o i and

ught ich speculators, including George :

Woﬁmmwm Mmﬂbw HMnZoWnr Carolina, rich tracts of land U&.Obmﬁm to MM
Oﬂwnrmmmé Indians were put on sale, &%Qﬂms n_wmp OME%”WM:S»D&
; i ibes fighting on the side of the Rev ,
o e e en igned anteeing their land. John

had been signed with them guar
W“MWM& a state surveyor, ended up with 20,000 acres of WMQOMMMM
what is :o,é Chattanooga. His son-in-law made g,msﬁmmgo trip
Nashville in 1795 for land deals. This was Andrew Jackson.
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Jackson was a land speculator, merchant, slave trader, and the most
aggressive enemy of the Indians in early American history. He became a
hero of the War of 1812, which was not (as usually depicted in American
textbooks) just a war against England for survival, but a war for the
expansion of the new nation, into Florida, into Canada, into Indian ter-
ritory.

Tecumseh, a Shawnee chief and noted orator, tried to unite the
Indians against the white invasion:

The way, and the only way, to check and to stop this evil, is for all the
Redmen to unite in claiming a common and equal right in the land, as it was
at first and should be vet; for it was never divided, but belongs to all for the
use of each. That no part has a right to sell, even to each other, much less to
strangers—those who want all and will not do with less.

Angered when fellow Indians were induced to cede a great tract of land
to the United States government, Tecumseh organized in 1811 an
Indian gathering of five thousand, on the bank of the Tallapoosa River in
Alabama, and told them: “Let the white race perish. They seize your
land; they corrupt your women, they trample on the ashes of your dead!
Back whence they came, upon a trail of blood, they must be driven.”
The Creeks, who occupied most of Georgia, Alabama, and
Mississippi, were divided among themselves. Some were willing to
adopt the civilization of the white man in order to live in peace. Others,
insisting on their land and their culture, were called “Red Sticks.” The
Red Sticks in 1813 massacred 250 people at Fort Mims, whereupon
Jackson’s troops burned down a Creek village, killing men, women, chil-
dren. Jackson established the tactic of promising rewards in land and
plunder: “. . . if either party, cherokees, friendly creeks, or whites, takes
property of the Red Sticks, the property belongs to those who take it.”
Not all his enlisted men were enthusiastic for the fighting. There
were mutinies; the men were hungry, their enlistment terms were up,
they were tired of fighting and wanted to go home. Jackson wrote to his
wife about “the once brave and patriotic volunteers . . . sunk . . . to mere
whining, complaining, seditioners and mutineers. . . .” When a seven-
teen-year-old soldier who had refused to clean up his food, and threat-
ened his officer with a gun, was sentenced to death by a court-martial,
Jackson turned down a plea for commutation of sentence and ordered the
execution to proceed. He then walked out of earshot of the firing squad.
Jackson became a national hero when in 1814 he fought the Battle of
Horseshoe Bend against a thousand Creeks and killed eight hundred of
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- The leading books on the Jacksonian period, written by respected
historians (The Age of Fackson by Arthur Schlesinger; The Facksonian
Persuasion by Marvin Meyers), do not mention Jackson’s Indian policy,
but there is much talk in them of tariffs, banking, political parties, polit-
ical rhetoric. If you look through high school textbooks and elementary
school textbooks in American history you will find Jackson the fronders-
man, soldier, democrat, man of the people—not Jackson the slaveholder,
land  speculator, executioner of dissident soldiers, exterminator of
Indians. M
- This is not simply hindsight (the word used for thinking back differ-
ently on the past). After Jackson was elected President in 1828 (following
John Quincy Adams, who had followed Monroe, who had followed
Madison, who had followed Jefferson), the Indian Removal bill came
before Congress and was called, at the time, “the leading measure” of
the. Jackson administration and “the greatest question that ever came
before Congress” except for matters of peace and war. By this time the
" two political parties were the Democrats and Whigs, who disagreed on
banks and tariffs, but not on issues crucial for the white poor, the blacks,
the Indians—although some white working people saw Jackson as their
hero, because he opposed the rich man’s Bank.
<+ Under Jackson, and the man he chose to succeed him, Martin Van
Buren, seventy thousand Indians east of the Mississippi were forced
westward. In the North, there weren’t that many, and the Iroquois
Confederation in"New York stayed. But the Sac and Fox Indians of
Illinois were removed, after the Black Hawk War (in which Abraham
Lincoln was an officer, although he was not in combat). When Chief
Black Hawk was defeated and captured in 1832, he made a surrender

_speech: -

4 T fought hard. But your guns were well aimed. The bullets flew like birds in
the air, and whizzed by our ears like the wind through the trees in the win-

;41 ter. My warriors fell around me. . . . The sun rose dim on us in the morning,

v+~ and at night it sunk-in miﬂﬂ% cloud, and looked like a ball of fire. That was
.i:: the last sun that shone on Black Hawk. . . . He is now a prisoner to the white
- men. . .. He has done Bommnm for which an Indian ought to be ashamed. He
has fought for his countrymen, the squaws and papooses, against white men,

-+ 'who came year after year, to cheat them and take away their lands. You know
.+ the cause of our making war. It is known to all white men. They ought to be
»:i1ashamed of it. Indians are not deceitful. The white men speak bad of the
!7:Indian and look at him spitefully. But the Indian does not tell lies. Indians

. do not steal.
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An Indian who is as bad as the white men could not live in our zmmo.R he
would be put to death, and eaten up by the wolves. The white men are bad
schoolmasters; they carry false books, and deal in false actions; they smile in
the face of the poor Indian to cheat him; they shake them by the hand to
gain their confidence, to make them drunk, to deceive them, and ruin our
wives. We told them to leave us alone, and keep away from us; they followed
on, and beset our paths, and they coiled themselves among us, like the
snake. They poisoned us by their touch. We were not safe. We lived in dan-
ger. We were becoming like them, hypocrites and liars, adulterous lazy
drones, all talkers and no workers. . ..

The white men do not scalp the head; but they do worse—they poison
the heart. . . . Farewell, my nation! . . . Farewell to Black Hawk.

Black Hawk’s bitterness may have come in part from the way he was
S.vn:ﬂwm. Without enough support to hold out against the white troops
with his men starving, hunted, pursued across the Mississippi, Em&m
Hawk raised the white flag. The American commander later explained:
“As we neared them they raised a white flag and endeavored to decoy us
but we were a little too old for them.” The soldiers fired, killing 2059.
and children as well as warriors. Black Hawk fled; he was pursued and
captured by Sioux in the hire of the army. A government agent told the
Sac and Fox Indians: “Our Great Father . . - will forbear no longer. He
MWm QM& to M_MWQMWE them, and they grow worse. He is resolved to sweep

em from the face of the earth. . . .
e rom the rth If they cannot be made good they

The removal of the Indians was explained by Lewis Cass—Secretary

of ﬁ.\mn governor of the Michigan territory, minister to France, presi-
dential candidate:

A principle of progressive improvement seems almost inherent in human
nature. ... We are all striving in the career of life to acquire riches of honor,
Or power, or some other object, whose possession is to realize the day
dreams of our imaginations; and the aggregate of these efforts constitutes

the advance of society. But there is little of this in the constitution of our
savages.

Cass—pompous, pretentious, honored (Harvard gave him an hon-
orary doctor of laws degree in 1836, at the height of Indian removal)—
claimed to be an expert on the Indians. But he demonstrated again and
mm&:u in Richard Drinnon’s words (Violence in the American Experience:
Winning the West), a “quite marvelous ignorance of Indian life.” As
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134 A PEOPLE’S HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES

' State, in possession of land of their own, which they shall possess as long as
" Grass grows or water runs. I am and will protect them and be their friend

‘w1 and father.

i

That phrase “as long as Grass grows or water runs” was to be recalled
with bitterness by generations of Indians. (An Indian GI, veteran of
Vietnam, testifying publicly in 1970 not only about the horror of the
war but about his own maltreatment as an Indian, repeated that phrase
and began to weep.)

~ As Jackson took office in 1829, gold was discovered in Cherokee ter-
ritory in Georgia. Thousands of whites invaded, destroyed Indian prop-
erty, staked out claims. Jackson ordered federal troops to remove them,
but also ordered Indians as well as whites to stop mining. Then he
removed the troops, the whites returned, and Jackson said he could not
interfere with Georgia’s authority.
The white invaders seized land and stock, forced Indians to sign
leases; beat up Indians who protested, sold alcohol to weaken resistance,
killed game which Indians needed for food. But to put all the blame on
white mobs, Rogin says, would be to ignore “the essential roles played
by planter interests and government policy decisions.” Food shortages,
whiskey, and military attacks began a process of tribal disintegration.
Violence by Indians upon other Indians increased.
, Treaties made under pressure and by deception broke up Creek,
~ Choctaw, and Chickasaw tribal lands into individual holdings, making
each person a prey to contractors, speculators, and politicians. The
Chickasaws sold their land individually at good prices and went west
without much suffering. The Creeks and Choctaws remained on their
individual -plots, but great numbers of them were defrauded by land
companies. According to one Georgia bank president, a stockholder in a
land company, “Stealing is the order of the day.”
' Indians complained to Washington, and Lewis Cass replied:

Our citizens were &wwnmwwm to buy and the Indians to sell. . . . The subse-
quent disposition which shall be made of these payments seems to be utterly
“+: beyond the reach of the Government. . .. The improvident habits of the
‘Indian cannot be controlled by regulations. . .. If they waste it, as waste it
they too often will, it is deeply to be regretted yet stll it is only exercising a

{i.; right conferred upon them by the treaty.

" “The Creeks, defrauded of their land, short of money and food,
refused to go West. Starving Creeks began raiding white farms, while
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