DBQ;: Impact of the War for Independence on Native Americans

Prompt: Examine the impact of the War for Independence on Native American tribes residing in
the territories east of the Mississippi River eventually controlled by the United States
government up to 1740. How did the Indians’ situation change following the transfer of power
from the British to the United States? To what extent did the ideals and republican beliefs
which led to and emerged from the War for Independence extend to the Native American
tribes?

Important notice: All essays submitted by students must be the original work representing the
individual writing of the student submitting the work. Essays which contain duplicate phrasing will be
considered plagiarized and will receive a grade of zero. Group research and discussion on an essay
assignment, written outside of class, is encouraged, considered a productive use of time, and is not to
be avoided. Similar concepts, conclusions, ideas, and facts on papers of students who have engaged in
group discussion and research is acceptable. Identical phrasing of sentences, thesis statements, and
duplication of entire essays or parts of essays in unacceptable and will be considered to be plagiarized.



Proclamation of 1763

The British government intended the Proclamation of 1763 ’a give Urcm
breathi rzg space while t[“@v bargained wi L[i the western (ribe P tizc’s
War had caught the British c:c;mt::sé ely unprepared and had bee

embarrassing. That war was the result of the pressure of w mi,@ settler
moving into lands occupied by the Indians. The British hoped by
temporarily halting white movement westward, they might obtain treaties
with the Indians which would allow Se&ttem@m without costly wars.

“....And whereas it is just and reasonable and essential to our interest and the security of
our colonies that the several nations or tribes of Indians with whom we are connected, and who
five under our protection, should not be molested or disturbed in the possession of such parts of
our dominions and territories as, not having been ceded to or purchased by us, are reserved to
them, or any of them, as their hunting grounds.... And we do further declare it to be our royal
will and pleasure, for the present as aforesaid, to reserve under our sovereignty, protection,
and dominion, for the use of the said Indians, all the land and territories not included within the
limits of our said three new governments, or within the limits of the territory granted to the
Hudson's Bay Company.... And we do hereby strictly forbid, on pain of our displeasure, all our
loving subjects from making any purchases or settlements whatever, or taking possession of
any of the lands above reserved, without our special leave and license for that purpose first
obtained.

...And whereas great frauds and abuses have been committed in the purchasing lands of
the Indians, to the great prejudice of our interests and to the great dissatisfaction of the said
Indians; in order, therefore, to prevent such irregularities for the future, and to the end that
the Indians may be convinced of our justice and determined resolution to remove all reasonable
cause of discontent, we do, with the advice of our Privy Council, strictly enjoin and require that
no private person do presume to make any purchase from the said Indians of any lands reserved

to the said Indians....”



Treaty of Fort Stanwix, 1766

Following the Proclamation af 1765, this is what the British promised the
indiane of the Mohawk tribe, but notice that the tribal representatives
already express doubts as to the validity of the Proclamation Line and
hiame white settlers for their trepidation.

“Whereas, His Majesty was graciously pleased to propose o us in the year 1765 that a
Boundary Line should be fixed between the English and us, to ascertain and establish our limits,
and prevent those intrusions and incroachments of which we had so long and loudly complained,
and to put a stop to the many fraudulent advantages which had been so often taken of us in land
affairs, which boundary appearing tc us as a wise and good measure, we did then agree to a part
of a Line and promised to settle the whole finally, whensoever Sir William Johnson should be
fully empowered to treat with us for that purpose. And whereas..... many uneasinesses and
doubts have arisen amongst us which have given rise to an apprehension that the Line may not be
strictly observed on the part of the English, in which case matters may be worse than before. . .

..... That the lands occupied by the Mohocks around their villages, as well as by any other
Nation affected by this our cession, may effectually remain to them and to their posterity, and
that any engagements regarding Property which they may now be under may be prosecuted and
our present grants deemed valid on our parts, with the several other humble requests contained
in our said speech. And whereas as the settling of the said line it appeared that the Line described
by His Majesty's order was not extended to the Northward of Osweqy, or the Southward of Great

Kanawha River.

.. In witness whereof, we, the chiefs of the Confederacy, have hereunto set our Marks
and seals at Fort Stanwix the 5th day of November, 1768, in the 9th year of His Majesty's

reign.”



Document C
Chief Logan Corriplaing to Lord Dunmore, 1774

In 1774 = war broke out between white settlers and the Mingo Indians in
the Ohio Valley. At the outset of the war the family of Logan, chief of the
Mingo and friend to white settlers, was murdered by Virginia militia
although Logan had refused to join the fighting. Logan then led his people
in a2 desperate battle for survival only to be defeated in October 1774,
This was Logan’s surrender speech sent to Governor Lord Dunmore of
Virginia.

“ appeal to any white man to say, if ever he entered Logan’s cabin hungry, and he gave
him not meat; if ever he came cold and naked, and he cloathed him not. During the course of the
last long and bloody war Logan remained idle in his cabin, an advocate of peace. Such was my love
for the whites, that my countrymen pointed as they passed, and said, ‘Logan is the friend of
white man.’ | had even thought to have lived with you, but for the injuries of one man. Colonel
Cresap, the last spring, in cold blood, and unprovoked, murdered all the relations of Logan, not
even sparing my women and children. There runs not a drop of my blood in the veins of any
living creature. This calied on me for revenge. | have sought it: | have killed many: | have fully
glutted my vengeance; for my country | rejoice at the beams of peace. But do not harbour a
thought that mine is the joy of fear. Logan never felt fear. He will not turn on his heel to save
his life. Who is there to mourn for Logan? -- Not one.” Chief Logan, 1774 as printed in the
Virginia Gazette and reprinted in Thomas Jefferson’s Notes on Virginia ‘














































































