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WESTWARD EXPANSION

AND MANIFEST DESTINY
1820-1860

“60 West, young man, and qrow up with the country."—Horace Greeley

1820

1860

Since the settlement of Jamestown in 1607,
a westward-moving frontier marked America's history.

In 1845 John 0'Sullivan, editor of the Democratic Review,

expressed what Americans had thought all along:
It was America's manifest destiny (clear future)
to expand her empire of liberty
from coast to coast.
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resident on a platform calling for annexation of Oregon‘ ggﬁg%

( l644—-iames Polk, Tennessee Democrat, won election as ¥~ BR\T\SHCESS‘O“

nd Texas, with a general understanding that the =
) South would accept Oregon if the West and Nort &
'wou!d accept Texas a sla |
admitted to the Union m*j December !545 and the ) B |
; VOregon boundary dispute was settled with Britain

— in June 1846. (Oregon became a state in 1859.) =, Auuemnon" “i: .= .
. . GhosoEn e L ST ¢ FroRiD
., Time now to settle the dispute with Mexico about Texas' Purcase - w Sorioi\ X
. southern boundary. The U.S. claimed the Rio Grande aner ' N e N}
as the boundary; Mexico claimed the Nueces River. ...
1845—"Polk sent John Sliell to Mexico January 1846—"Polk sent General Zacha lllinais Congressman Abraham Lincoln
to offer to buy the disputed land, plus Taglor with troops to the disputed area, a opposed the war, questioning whether blood
California and New Mexico. But Mexico violation of international law. was shed on Mexican or American soil. fl
refused to deal with him April 24—Mexicans killed || Americans asked Polk a pointed question:
' on the Mexican side of the Rio Grande. SHow US THE SPoT
April 30— Mexican troops attacked gf{ffﬁffk”“
YANXEE? ey, 1m ? the Americans in the disputed zone. Hee
@; wr"'/ May 11—Polk asked Congress for (and I
. received) a declaration of war, saying:

[{\ 1 = 'o-——.;
> i Mexico has shed Most southerners favored the war,
e

Amer ican blOOd on thinking that any territory won would
American soil! be organized into slave states.

Many northerners opposed the war for
the same reason.

h

1848: TREATY OF GUADALUPE HIDALGO

I The United States defeated Mexico, in
A : . & part because of superior commanders:
AN / . g Generals Zachary Taylor, Winfield Scott,

) and Stephen Kearny and Commodore

R | John Sioat.
e e 7 o 2 ol [he peace treaty provided that:
57277 ) I. Mexico would accept the Rio Grande
River as the Texas border and cede
— New Mexico and California to the U.S.
Pacrsie : e} ' 2, The United States would assume
Ocean - ' >4 claims of Americans citizens against
— ' Mexico and pay Mexico $15,000,000.

THE BIG QUESTION:
Should the new U.S. territory be
slave or free?




JuU WLOI WARD NUT TRE AND TRAVELLLCK

"I am listening to the tread of unnumbered millions to come."—Henry Clay, putting his ear to the ground on the Wilderness Road
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WESTWARD ROUTES I SANTA FE TRAIL—Santa Fe, founded by the Spanish in 1610, was

closed to "Americanos” until 1821 when Mexico won its indepen-
dence from Spain and opened Santa fe to American traders.
William Bucknell led the first American wagon train into Santa
Fe in 1622. Today, on the edge of the city, you can see wagon
ruts carved by Bucknell, Kit Carson, and other adventurers.

. . o EROREGON TRAIL—In 1841 settlers lured by fertile land began trek-
B WILDERNESS TRAIL—In 1775 Daniel Boone and a crew of “30 quns ing 2,000 miles to the Oregon country, jointly occupied %\( the

hacked the first highuay into the West. They followed the ancient  \nited States and Britain since 1818, In 1843 they established a
Iroquois-Cherokee Warrior Path through the Cumberland Gap into Kentucky, provisional government and demanded annexation to the U.S.

MENATIONAL ROAD—In 1818 the federal qovernment completed this  mymORMON TRAIL—In 1847 Brigham Young led the first of 15,000
crushed-stone road. Unlike most trails, it had a scattering of inns. Mormons, members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

IMERIE CANAL—In 1825 this spectacular engineering feat opened a Saints, to Utah as a haven from persecution. Utah became a
trade route from the Great Lakes to the Hudson River and Atlantic  state in 1896, after the Mormons agreed to give up polygamy.
Ocean, making New York City the nation's leading commercial center. I CALIFORNIA TRAIL—6old, discovered in 1848 at Sutter's Fort
(Thomas Jefferson, said of the Erie Canal proposal "Why, sir, you talk * near Sacramento, drew a "goldrush” of people racing across the
of making a canal 350 miles through the wilderness—it is little short continent to strike it rich—80,000 by 1849. Called "forty-

of madness....") Canal building continued, in part because Robert niners," they soon wrote a state constitution and soucht U.S
Fulton's steamboat (1807) proved water travel could be efficient. annexz;tion.eu A

Imagine the United States with thousands of Indian paths but
no roads. Early settlers followed these paths—many formed first by
buffalo—and gradually widened them for wagons and stagecoaches.
Some they lined with stones. Others remained primitive; wagon drivers
caught on tree stumps left in the way would exclaim, "I'm stumped.”








































