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~=SECTION SEVENTEEN —
REFORM MOVEMENTS

1630-1860

1830 1860

———————

The Jacksonian's emphasis on the common man stimulated organized efforts to reform
society, thereby releasing the natural qoodness within each person.
Chief among these efforts (which included school, prison, and
hospital reform, as well as temperance crusades), were

THE ABOLITION CRUSADE to end slavery, and
THE FEMINIST CRUSADE to end women's sub jection to men.
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91 = THE ABOLITION CRUSADE, 1830-1860 —

“In thinking of America, | sometimes find myself admiring her bright blue sky—her grand old woods—her fertile fields—her beautiful
rivers—her mighty lakes and star-crowned mountains. But my rapture is soon checked. When | remember that all is cursed with the infernal
spirit of slaveholding and wrong...! am filled with unutterable loathing." —Frederick Douglass

L
WE HOLD TRESE TRyTHS
T0 BE SEU—EVIDE”T} THAT
ALL MEN ARE cReare

WOMEN, INDIANS, AUD
h BLACKS ¢
' WELLTTS
WE WAVE TO
START SOME WHERE,
EQuALITY 1S A
BOLD New jpea!

EARLY EFFORTS T0 END SLAVERY

1688—6erman Friends in Germantown, Pennsylvania, declared slavery contrary to Christianity.
1775—Quakers in Pennsylvania organized the first antislavery society in the U.S.

I783—A judicial decision interpreted the Massachusetts Constitution of 1780 as having
abolished slavery with the phrase, all men are born free and equal.

1780-86—Legislation qradually to abolish slavery was enacted in Penn,, Conn, RL, N.Y, N.J.
1785-92—Emancipation societies were formed in states from Massachusetts to Virginia.
1787—Slavery was prohibited in the Northwest Territory.

1807—Importation of slaves was prohibited, according to a provision in the U.S. Constitution.

1817—The American Colonization Society was formed by southerners to encourage emancipation
and to send free blacks to Africa. By 1860, 15000 blacks had been sent to the Society's African
colony, Liberia. Heading the Society at various times were James Madison, James Monroe, and
John Marshall. Supporters included Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln.

1831—The Nat Turner slave rebellion
occurred in Yirginia the same year The
Liberator first appeared. Consequently,
southerners blamed abolitionists for the
rebellion.

Nat Turner led 70 other slaves in killing their
white masters and their families. After a
manhunt in which about 100 blacks were
killed, Tu

1631—The Abolition Crusade
differed from earlier antislavery efforts
by emphasizing racial equality and a quick
end to slavery.

William Lloyd Garrison
started abolitionism in

Boston in 1831 when he

founded The Liberator .

a newspaper demanding -

the immediate abolition of slavery.
Abolition societies quickly sprang up

throughout the North, numbering 2,000

chapters by 1840.

The Underground Railroad

was a secret network of routes leading
fugitive slaves to Canada and freedom.
Black abolitionist Harriet Tubman, an
escaped slave, was one of its
most famous conductors.
She made 19 trips to lead
A~ 300 slaves to freedom.
rner and 19 other slaves were executed. J | Pointing her pistol
" / at those who hesitated,
she would warn,

"Live free or die."

Erederick Douglass, an escaped slave During the Civil War, Douglass was

inspired by The Liberator, became one of encouraged by President Abraham Lincoln's
the most effective abolitionists. In 184/ 1863 Emancipation Proclamation, which freed
Garrison called him a “more eloquent slaves in all areas not controlled by the
champion of liberty than Patrick Henry." Union. He visited Lincoln to protest discrimi-

nation against black Union soldiers. Lincoln

Douglass campaigned for extension of

the vote for blacks and for women.
You will read more of him in the
next chapter on women's rights.




92 = WOMEN ABOLITIONISTS AND WOMEN'S RIGHTS, 1833-1848 —

1492 1833-60 2000
(" LucReTIA MOT The abolitionist crusade of the 16305 accidentally sparked a woman's rights crusade )

_: ~ that radically changed American society. HoW DID THS HAMPENZ

© Vomen sbalitionists met opposition to their right to speak in public,
' based on society's centuries-old perceptions of 1) female intellectual inferiority, and
) female subordination to males, supported by Biblical references to female obedience, submission, and silence.

/  Rejected as equals by male abolitionists and barred from their organizations, women formed female

YEE  abolition societies and began to speak for their own rights as well as those of blacks. It all started in 1833 when
7 Lorei Mot o Gusker miister relate t Benjomin Frankin, fundd th Piodfia emale Ant-Sovery Sty

1833—The Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Societ gave 1837—Competence replaced ignorance as women abolitionists through-
women their first exposure to organizations. Restricted by the out the Northeast learned to chair meetings, prepare agendas, and
idea that "Woman's place is in the home,” women did not belong  Jconduct petition campaigns. When abolitionist Theodore Weld offered
to groups or have experience in the "unfeminine” act of speaking  Bto preside at the 1837 National Female Anti-Slavery Society Conven-
in public. Ignorant of how to conduct a meeting, Lucretia Mott tion in New York (81 delagates from 12 states), the reply came:

asked a black freedman to preside.

THIS GENTLEMAN HAS A TELL MR. WELD THAT WHEN THE WOMEN
MESSAGE FROM ABOLITIONIST ) (GOT TOGETHER THEY FOUND THEY HAD
THEODORE WELD OFFERING MINDS OF THEIR OWN, AND Coulb
TO CHAIR OUR MEETING, TRANSACT THEIR BUSINESS WITHOUT HIS
DIRECTION,

VLL PRESIDE THIS TIME,
BUT YOU NEED TO LEARN
THE PARLUIAMENTARY
RULES OF ORDER,

RULES OF ORDER?
WHAT’S THAT 2

-----

1837—Women abolitionists drew criticism for speaking in public,
a violation of scripture according to some. In 1837 Massachusetts
Congregationalist ministers publicly chastised them with a Pastoral
Letter issued by the church's General Association.

18638—Abolitionist Sarah Grimke, in Letters on the Equality of
the Sexes and the Condition of Woman, refuted the ministers' claim
that female subjection to men was the will of God,

11 I . el *—ﬁ
No one can desire more earnestly

than | do, that woman may move
exactly in the sphere which her
Creator has assigned her....

"We invite your attention to the
dangers which...threaten the female
character with wide-spread and perma-
nent injury....The appropriate duties

and influence of women are clearly Th . .
stated in the New Testament. Those of h?s ngﬁofuees:: lﬁeft',:l:s S;(::o(‘i‘u(t;:s

duties and that influence are unobtru- EW—

sive and private, but the source of >~ (Q%, ;rﬁlmﬂgsniqufﬁ ffxnsﬂzf,';g be
mighty power....The power of woman is qoverned, without any reference
her dependence, flowing from the , to [genderl......find him giving the
consciousness of that weakness which { Wame directions to women as to men, never...referring to the
fiod has given her for her protection.... distinction now so strenuously insisted upon between masculine
But when she assumes the place and and feminine virtues: this is one of the anti-Christian 'traditions
pouer and tone of a man as a public ) N of men' _.instead of the ‘commandments of God.' Men and
reformer...she yields the power which women were CREATED EQUAL; they are both moral and accountable

God has given her for protection, and ; - o "
her character becomes unnatural " beings, and Eh‘atever is right for man to do is right f"l A’woman.
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