SECTION 8

IMMIGRATION AND
CITIZENSHIP

“America has been settled by people of all nations.”—Herman Melville

During the United States’ first century
successive waves of immigrants, mostly from northwestern Europe,
arrived in America to seek citizenship
and the American dream:
THE DREAM OF FINDING FREEDOM AND OPPORTUNITY TO BE WHO YOU ARE
AND BECOME WHAT YOU MIGHT BE AS A HUMAN BEING.

Immigration peaked after the Civil War, with 35,000,000 immigrants
coming to America’s shores between 1865 and 1914.
The 1880s witnessed a new wave of immigrants
from southeastern Europe.
Many were welcomed by
the new Statue of Liberty,
symbol of the American dream.
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“I hope and firmly believe that the
whole world will, sooner or later, feel
benefit from the issue of our assertion
of the rights of man.”

“It is indeed an animating thought,
that while we are securing the rights
of ourselves and our posterity, we are
pointing out the way to struggling
nations, who wish like us to emerge
from their tyrannies also. Heaven help
their struggles, and lead them, as it has
done us, triumphantly through them.”

“The free government we have
established is so congenial with reason,
with common sense...that it must

produce...a desire of imitation....Qur
country, if it does justice to itself,

8-1 % LIBERTY ENLIGHTENING THE WORLD, 1886

[The STATUE OF LIBERTY, towering 305 feet above New York Harbor, was a gift from France to the United States
in 1886. It honors the 1778 French-American alliance, negotiated by Benjamin Franklin, that helped the

and it represents the Founding Fathers’ goal of inspiring liberty among all nations.

—Thomas Jefferson

nce. It symbolizes the American dream of creating a land of liberty,

“I always consider the settlement of
America with reverence and wonder,
as the opening of a grand scheme
and design in Providence for the
illumination and emancipation

of the slavish part of mankind all
over the earth.”

—John Adams

‘God grant that not only the Love of
Liberty but a thorough knowledge of
the rights of man may pervade all the
nations of the earth, so that a

philosopher may set his feet anywhere
on its surface and say, “This is my

country.
—Benjamin Franklin

will be the officina-Libertatis
[workshop of liberty], to

the civilized world, and do
more than any other for the
uncivilized.”

—James Madison
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brilliant that like a Roman candle, it light

June 10, 1990—"We live during a remarkable moment in world history, an exhilarating time—the triumph of freedom
[in Eastern Europe]. But freedom has a constant companion—challenge. And so I challenge you to make the most of our
changing world, to take risks to do something extraordinary. Whatever you do, live a life of adventure and meaning so

s up the world. Dazzle us. Astonish us. Be extraordinary!”
—George Bush, President of the United States, 1989-1993.
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