SecTiON 10

PRESIDENTS AND POLITICS
1876-1900

The first national poltical parties date back to 1792.
Today’s major parties, however, started later—
the Democratic Party began in 1828;
the Republican Party began in 1854.

Major political parties seemed out of touch with the problems of industrialization,
thus giving rise to radical third party movements.
The Populist party, formed in 1892 by farmers who felt left behind by industrialization,
made a strong showing in the 1890s, as did the Socialist party in the early 1900s.

In 1880 Thomas Nast, cartoonist for the Harper’s Weekly,
created the donkey and elephant as cartoon symbols representing the
Democratic and Republican parties. They continue to be used today as party symbols.
Thomas Nast also created Uncle Sam.

DEMOCRATIC PARTY REPUBLICAN PARTY
1828 1854
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s Chapter-10—-1- % -THE WHITEHOUSE: HAYS TO McKINLEY, 1877-1901

The Republican party dominated the White House during the Gilded Age. Five of the presidents elected between 1877
and 1900 were Republicans. Grover Cleveland, the only Democrat, had a split term. He won elections in 1884 and 1892,
National political contests, however, were close. None of the presidents won a majority of the popular vote, and neither of
the parties controlled the executive and legislative branches simultaneously. Four of the presidents were from Ohio.

Career

" Civil War

Birthplace, Education
- Military Service |

| Marriage, Home |
b. Delaware, Ohio

PRESIDENTS,
_ Vice Presidents

Party

Kenyon College | Brevet major Lawyer, City Solicitor,
Harvard Law general, Cincinnati

m. Lucy Webb, School Union Army Congressman, U.S. House of

1877-1881 i
Reoublic 1852: 8 children graduate Representatives, e. 1864
Republican Governor of Ohio, e. 1867
RUTHERFORD B. HAYES Cincinnati, Ohio President of the U.S., e. 1876

William A. Wheeler

b. Orange, Ohio Geauga Academy| Major general, Profes§or and President,
Hiram COllch Union Ar[ny Williams COUﬁgC
Congressman, U.S. House of

1881-1881 m. Lucretia Williams College :
Republican | Rudolph, 1858, graduate RCPrCSCI}t?‘KXVCS’
I 7 children e. 1862; served 9 terms
President of the U.S., ¢. 1880
JAMES A. GARFIELD Cleveland. Ohio Assassinated in office, 1881
Chester A. Arthur ’ '
b.Fairfield, Vermont| Union College | None Lawyer
graduate Inspector general of the New
Republican | ™ Ellen Herndon, York militia
epublican | 659 3 hildren Collector of the Port of New
York, appointed 1871
New York City, NY President of the U.S., ¢. 1881
(no Vice President)
b. Caldwell, Atrended schools| Did not serve. Lawyer
New Jersey in Fayerreville Paid a substitute | Sheriff, Erie Co., NY

and Clinton, to take his place | Mavor of Bufl
! { yor of Buffalo, NY, ¢. 1881
Democrat | oy Prances Folsom, NY, until age 14.] in order to help Governor of N, c. 1882

. ildren | Studi t hi
1880; 5 children Clt:rklic:li 11:: asa fggglocl; ;riii President of the U.S., e. 1884
and 1892

GROVER CLEVELAND Buffalo, New York | ©ffice siblings.
Thomas A. Hendricks

1885-1889

b. North Bend, Farmers’ College | Brigadier general, | Lawyer

Ohio Miami University Union Army City Attorney, Indianapolis
1889-1893 Renublic graduate Reporter of State Supreme Ct.
cpublican b Caroline Scortt, President of the U.S., e. 1888

1853; 2 children

BENJAMIN HARRISON

Levi Morton Indianapolis, IN

(see above) (see above) (see above) Lawyer

Sheriff, Erie Co., NY

Mayor of Buffalo, NY, e. 1881
Governor of NY, e. 1882

President of the U.S., . 1884
GROVER CLEVELAND o 1899
Adlai Stevenson

1893-1897 |
Democrat

) . Allegheny College| Brevet major. Lawyer
b. Niles, Oh ghen) ge| Brevet major, Yy
e © (attended briefly Union Army Congressman, U.S. House of

1897-1901

before illlness | Served under Representatives,
Republican | m- Ida Saxton, forced his Rutherford B. e. 1876; served 7 terms
18715 2 children departure) Hayes. Governor of Ohio, e. 1891

WILLIAM MCKINLEY Canton, Ohio President of the U.S., e. 1896

Theodore Roosevelt
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10-2 % ISSUES CONCERNING THE

MAJOR PARTIES, 1877-1901

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY

was organized in 1854 by northern business-
men and western farmers who united on a
single issue: opposition to the extension of
Bl  slavery in the western territories.

Led by President Abraham Lincoln, the party won the
Civil War and abolished slavery—and lost its main issue.

What would be the Republican party’s postwar issues?

¢ High tariffs, hard money, and strong banks,
demanded by northern businessmen and industrialists

¢ Federal aid to railroads, demanded by western farmers

Employees working for the federal government are said
to0 be in the “civil service.” Since the 1820s most were
appointed through patronage—2 reward for political
support, called the “spoils system.”

Both parties paid lip service to the need for reform—a

merit system of appointments, but held on to the power of

patronage.

NOUVE BEEN APPOINTED L (N0, BUT | WORKED

Th
reszhs To AFEDERALJOB? BUT You | HARD FOR MY PARTY
were: HAVE NO QUALIFICATIONS, AND IT PAYD OFF.

¢ Incompetent
office holders
¢ Assessment of
campaign
contributions
from office holders

¢ The president’s
loss of time in

dealing with

office seekers.

The silver question: In 1873 Congress passed the
Coinage Act, which eliminated the silver dollar from the
list of official coins and made gold the legal currency.
The Coinage Act enraged southern farmers, often forced
into debt by low crop prices, because it forced debtors to
repay loans with expensive currency. Owners of western
silver mines also protested the “Crime of 73,” as they

called it.

Metal: silver
(hard money).... .

Metal: gold
(hard money)

Paper
_(soft money).

\What would be the Democratic party’s postwar issues?

During the Civil War Republicans took advantage of the
absence of southern Democrats in Congress to pass high tariffs
which protected northern manufacturers from competetive
foreign goods. (A tariff is a tax on imported goods. It raises
the cost of goods, and this cost is passed on to consumers.)
Consumers protested high prices,
protested that they received no comparable price supports.
They sold their crops in an open, unprotected market.

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY, h

composed mostly of agrarian southerners
who had seceded from the Union and
some northeasterners, had emerged from
the Civil War tainted with disloyalty.

¢ Low tariffs, demanded by southern agrarians and
northeastern international businessmen

¢ Soft (paper) money, demanded by southern agrarians

and Democratic farmers

YOUR CONSUMERS

CAN GET LOWER
PRICES IF YOU TEAR
DOWN THAT WALL.

BUT WE NEED TO BUY
AMERICAN PRODUCTS
TO PROTECT OUR
MANUFACTURERS.

Union veterans of the Civil War organized into the
Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) and lobbied for
high pensions. By 1890 they were 409,000 strong.

They often tried to sway elections in favor of
Republicans by
“wrapping themselves
in the flag,”
reminding voters
of the Democratic
South’s rebellion
against the Union and
the Republicans’

obligation to increase
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10=3-% "RUTHERFORD B. HAYES, 1877-1881

Honesty: This was Rutherford B. Hayes” outstanding trai"t,\
and it helped the former Ohio governor win the Republican party’s
presidential nomination in 1876. Ironically, he became known as “his
fraudulency” and served only one term. How did this happen?

Hayes (1822-1893), born in Delaware, Ohio, had an outstanding
background. After earning degrees at Kenyon College and Harvard
Law School, he practiced law in Cincinnati and served as city solicitor.
At the outbreak of the Civil War, he joined the 23rd Ohio Volunteers

and rose to the rank of major general. He was wounded several times.

Hayes entered politics after the war as a moderate Republican.
He served in the House of Representatives (1864-67) and then won three

ﬁgi%fii?ﬁ% 577}—111%8 8 IS elections as governor of Ohio (1867, 1869, 1875). While governor, he

gained national attention as a gold standard advocate.

Republicans Democrats :

stood to lose the 1876 clection because of their legacy of | stood to regain the presidency after 20 years
corruption and scandal from President Ulysses S. Grant’s | of Republican dominance. Their strategy: a candidate

administration. Grant, a strong Civil War general, had with a record of fighting corruption.

been a weak president (1869-77) subject to manipulation | Their choice: New York Governor Samuel J. Tilden,
by Congress. HOHCS[ himself, he prOVed OinViOUS to the WhO had broken up Wllham “BOSS” Tweed’s Corrupt
political corruption of his appointees. political machine, Tammany Hall, in New York City.

Tilden appeared to be the presidential winner with a popular-vote margin of 250,000 and—more important—
184 electoral votes to Hayes’ 165.; ,

However, 20 electoral votes
(only one of which Tilden
needed for a majority) were in
dispute after Florida, South
Carolina, and Louisiana each
submitted two sets of election
returns and Oregon illegally
replaced a Republican elector "

| fPRESIDENT

with a Democratic one.

How could this be resolved?
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~ 10-4 % THE COMPROMISE OF 1877 | |

To resolve the dilemma Congress established an The Commission declared Hayes president by a
Electoral Commission of 15 members: 5 Supreme Court partisan vote of 8 to 7. Democrats agreed to accept
justices (two from each party and one Independent) and the decision in return for three promises from the
5 members each from the House and the Senate. Republicans:

All seemed fair, with 7 Democrats, 7 Republicans, and ¢ End Reconstruction by withdrawing federal

1 Independent—until Judge David Davis, the Independent, troops from the South.

resigned to enter the Senate and was replaced by

o ¢ Appoint at least one southerner to the Cabinet.
a Republican justice.

RuUTHERFORD B. ¢ Fund internal improvements in the South

Haves Led by Hayes, the Republicans kept their promises.

SAMUEL
J. TILDEN

FEDERAL INTERVENTION IN THE 1877 RAILROAD STRIKE
In July 1877, a strike by workers on the B&O Railroad

claimed Hayes’ attention. The strike spread rapidly,

affecting two-thirds of the nation’s railroads.

At the request of four state governors, Hayes sent federal

troops to stop the strike and restore order. This action set

a precedent for government intervention in labor disputes.

Labor union members resented Hayes’ action and became

more open to third-party movements.

CIVIL SERVICE REFORM IMPACT OF THE HAYES ADMINISTRATION
Hayes set out to end the spoils system but was Hayes, a cautious man, downplayed tariffs, supporting
unable to get reform legislation through Congress. them more in principle than in practice.

He caused a rift between Republican factions— A fiscal conservative, he was more assertive in regard to
“Half-breeds,” who were fellow party reformers, currency, supporting the resumption of gold payments in
and “Stalwarts,” the party regulars—when he 1879 and vetoing the Bland-Allison Act that allowed for
removed from office Chester A. Arthur, collector of | nlimited coinage of silver.

the port of New York. Arthur had used his office to
solicit support for his Stalwart
friend, U.S. Senator

Roscoe Conkling.

To Hayes’ shocked disbelief,
Arthur would become
president in 1881.

Overall, Hayes was a well-meaning but weak president,
more a caretaker than leader. His greatest contribution
was in restoring integrity to the White House.

, @ CHESTER A.

Hayes chose not to run for re-election. The job was not
ARTHUR

for him. In 1879, near the end of his term, he stated,
“I am thoroughly tired of this life of bondage,
, responsibility and toil.’:
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771025 % JAMES A. GARFIELD: THE CIVIL SERVICE CRISIS -

“Some civil service reform will come by necessity
after the wearisome years of wasted Presidents have paved the way for it.”—James A. Garfield, 1881

James A. Garfield (1831-1882) the last president to be born B
in a log cabin—in Orange, Ohio—was a 6-foot tall, handsome, intelligent man
who rose from poverty to become a college president at age 26 (Western
Reserve Eclectic Institute) and United States president at age 50.

Garfield, like other Gilded Age presidents, showed little joy in being president.
Foreseeing gloom, he told friends that he expected his happy life to come to an
end with his election. It did.

No one can know Garfield’s effectiveness as the 20th president of the United
States because a hostile office-seeker shot him four months after his
inauguration, and he died September 19, 1881.

- JAMES A. GARFIELD  Garfield’s death motivated Congress finally to pass civil service legislation and
20th President, 1881-1881  curb the spoils system that led to Garfield’s assassination.

o ) TM NO RADICAL, I SAY "PHOOEY"

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY was divided into two factions : BUT T THINK TO REFORM.

. nominate a candidate in Chicago. SOME REFORMS KEEP THINGS AS
as 1t met to nomi a Chicago ARE NECESSARY. THEY ARE.

Stalwarts, led by Roscoe Conkling, were conservative, anti-reform Republicans
who supported Ulysses S. Grant for an unprecedented third term—despite the
corruption of Grant’s previous administrations.

Half-Breeds, led by James G. Blaine, were moderate Repulicans open to some
reform. They supported Blaine as the Republican nominee for president.

The convention deadlocked, and on the 34th ballot nominated James A. Garfield,
a Half-Breed.

Then, to placate Stalwarts, the convention chose Chester A. Arthur, a
Stalwart, as its vice presidential nominee.

Garfield defeated Democrat Winfield Scott to become the 20th president.

The spoils system, appointing one’s friends and supporters to On July 2, 1881, President Garfield walked

public office—as favors or in return for favors—regardless of through a Washington railroad station on his
merit, turned thousands of government workers out of office way to a college reunion. Charles Guiteau, a
with each new presidential administration. deranged Stalwart whom Garfield had refused
Garfield’s brief tenure was consumed by filling these jobs. to appoint as United States consul in Paris, shot
He was successful in a power struggle for patronage with Garfield and shouted:

Republican Stalwart Roscoe Conkling and ended the Stalwart
grip on the Republican party. ¢ )

Garfield said, “I felt like
crying out in the agony of

“I am a Stalwart and Arthur is president now.”

Guiteau was arrested immediately. He was
convicted of murder and hanged in 1882.

Chester A. Arthur now became president.

: What would this Stalwart, a staunch

practitioner of the spoils system, do about

my soul against the greed
for office and its consump-
tion of my time.”

“What is there in this place reforming civil service?

that a man should ever want
to get into ie?”
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10-6 % CHESTER A. ARTHUR, 1881-1885 |

“I have but one annoyance wirh the administration of President Arthur,
and that is, that in contrast with it, the administration of Hayes becomes respectable, if not heroic.”

—Roscoe Conkling, New York Republican party boss—a Stalwart

“No man ever entered the Presidency so profoundly and widely distrusted, and no one ever retired...

more generally respected.”—Alexander K. McClure

CHESTER A. ARTHUR
21st President, 1881-1885

on merit. And he enforced it.

next page.

President Arthur quickly earned the nickname’ Chester Arthur had never held elective office before
“Elegant Arthur.” He was a handsome man and a becoming vice president. He had no political support
fastidious dresser whose wardrobe included some 80 | base and little power.

pairs of pants. He changed clothes for every occasion. | He fought for lower tariffs, but Congress raised them.

He came to the White House a widower, his wife He vetoed an expensive water project, but Congress
having died in 1880. His sister served as his official overrode his veto.

hostess. A man of fine taste, he thought the White
House looked like a “badly kept barracks,” and he
ordered a three-month, $30,000 renovation by Louis
Tiffany. Here he enjoyed late night suppers with
friends, lasting until the early morning hours.

Arthur’s outstanding achievement as president was | When Arthur signed the Civil Service Act, he signed

his active support of civil service legislation.. Given away his chance of nomination for the presidency in
his background as a machine politician, no one his own right. In 1884 his Stalwart associates said.
expected it. “No more.”

On January 16, 1883, Arthur signed the Pendleton | But no matter. Arthur had known since a year after
Act creating the modern civil service system, based becoming president that he had a fatal kidney discase.

Provisions of the Pendleton Act follow on the Arthur deserves credit for rising to the occasion of his

"\

“Oh, no! Not Chet Arthur!” So exclaimed one dismayed American,
joined by a host of others. While true that Arthur had little political
stature when chosen vice president, he showed unexpected strength

as president.

Before coming to the White House he had been a follower of
Roscoe Conkling, New York’s powerful political boss, and had run
the New York customhouse through the spoils system. But as
president he surprised everyone, especially Conkling, by shunning
party politics and supporting the new Civil Service Commission

authorized by the 1883 Pendleton Act.

Although lauded as a fair and hard-working president, Arthur was
not nominated for election in his own right in 1884.

He vetoed a bill prohibiting Chinese immigration for
20 years. Congress passed it by amending the years to 10.

He had some success in modernizing the navy.

He died in 1886.

accidental presidency and promoting the Pendleton
Act. One of the most democratic laws of the land, it is
F?U?dA thq “Magna Carta of Civil Service.”
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