SECTION 1

TAMING THE WESTERN FRONTIER
1865-1890

After the Civil War ended in 1865, a restless generation of Americans
took the advice of New York 77ibune editor Horace Greeley:

“GO WEST YOUNG MAN, AND GROW UP WITH THE COUNTRY.”

And so began the taming and settling of the West,
one of the most colorful, dramatic adventure tales of America.

America’s motto? asked English editor Charles Mackay—
“GO AHEAD!” '
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“Few people even know the true definition of the term “West’;
And where is its location?
Phantom-like it flies before us as we travel.... —-Gcorge Catlin, 1859

THE UNITED STATES EXPANDED WESTWARD UNTIL IT ST CHED “FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA.”

As IT DID SO, AMERICAN THOUGHT OF THE WEST AS, WELL, FARTHER WEST.
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DRAW A LINE WHERE YOU THINK THh WEST IS.

Hlstonan Bernard De Voto characterized the West as beginning at the 98th merldlan W/hyP
Annual rainfall west of the 98th meridian is less than 20 inches,
beginning a semiarid region of the country
where grasslands replace woodlands.




In 1876 the western frontier extended approximately to the 98th meridian.

Then, between 1876 and 1890, the western population grew so rapidly that the
1890 United States Census Report declared the frontier closed, the country settled,

Why did it take 100 years to settle the east

ern half of the country

and only 14 years to settle the western half?
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1-3 % THE GREAT PLAINS: A FEARSOME ENVIRONMENT

frontier—land that forms the furthest extent of an inhabited region

For two centuries Amerxcan pioneers had moved westward from one woodland frontler to another.
But attempts to cross the Great Plains —called the “Great American Desert,” on early maps—were dangerous.

—98th Meridian,
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The Great Plains, a dry, level, treeless area, comprises one-fifth the area of the United States. It stretches from the
98th meridian westward to the Rocky Mountains and from Texas northward to the Canadian border.

By the 1840s the western frontier had reached the edge of the Great Plains. Then it skipped 1,500 miles to the
Pacific Coast, where the 1849 gold rush had drawn settlers to California. Why the skip? Why did the Great Plains

remain practically uninhabited except by Native Americans from 1840 to the 1870s?

Historian Walter Prescott Webb described the problem in his book The Great Plains.
“East of the Mississippi [River] civilization stood on three legs: land, water, and trees.
West of the Mississippi, civilzation stood on one leg: LAND.

The canoe, ax, and rifle were useless.” A plainscraft instead of a woodscraft was needed.

Between 1870 and 1890 rapid settlement of the Great Plains did occur. Why?

According to Webb, settlement came with the invention of plainscraft tools and weapons. What do you think?

) THREE INVENTIONS THAT TAMED THE GREAT PLAINS N e
BARBED WIRE———Invented in 1864 by | COLT REVOVLER— WINDMILL—In 1854 Daniel Halladay

Joseph Glidden, “bob war” as it was often| Invented by Samuel Colt in invented the self-regulating windmill. It
called, allowed farmers to build fences, 1835, the repeater pistol could | rurned its face to the wind and adjusted o its
despir_e the lack of wood from trees. fire several shots without force. This added power to the pumping of

reloading. This proved an water from deep wells, crucial on the Plains
advantage in fighting Indians, | where annual rain was less than 20 inches.
who could shoot many arrows
by the time it took to reload a
rifle.
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-~ 1-4 % INDIAN BARRIER TO THE GREAT PLAINS
Only a few Indian tribes lived on the Great Plains before Spaniards brought horses to North America. But then. ..

In 1540 Spanish Conquistador Francisco Vasquez de Coronado| In 1680 the Pueblo Indians revolted against the
and his followers explored the American Southwest, paving the | Spaniards, shaking their power for twelve years
way for Spanish settlers who arrived with cattle and horses. For and allowing Spanish horses to spread from the
140 years Spaniards who settled in the Southwest kept their Southwest to the North and East—and on to the
horses from the Pueblo Indians among whom they settled. Great Plains.

FOR OUR HORSES?
) NO DEAL/!

DON'T LOOK NOW, BUT
INDIANS ARE FOLLOWING

<

ARROWHEAD
COLIECTION,

By 1780 Great Plains Indians were using horses to hunt buffalo
- and thus could live on the “Great American Desert.”
Horses enabled the Indians to adopt a new way of life in which their existence did not depend on growing
meager crops on the Plains’ semiarid grasslands. Before acquiring horses they faced starvation hunting buffalo on foot.
Now, on horseback, they could chase huge herds of buffalo for hundreds of miles and have an abundance of food.

Indian population on the Great Plains tripled between 1680 and 1780. By the mid 1800s 225,000 Indians
roamed the Plains. These Indians were a barrier to white settlement until the invention of new technology
(including the Colt revolver and transcontinental railroads) and expansionist United States Indian policies.
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