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SECTION 9

AMERICA BECOMES
AN URBAN NATION

“A city is the pulsating product of the human hand and mind,
reflecting man’s history, his struggle for freedom, creativity, genius....”
~—Charles Abrams

“...modern cities are merely resultants of the vast crowds of people
who have collected at certain centres
which have become manufacturing and distributing centres.”
—]Jane Addams
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9-1 % AMERICANS MOVE TO THE CITY.

INDUSTRIALIZATION CREATED A MAJOR POPULATION SHIFT TO CITIES.

Jobs in factories and offices—as well as the lure of city lights and activities—
drew immigrants, farmers, and small town residents to the big cities.

FROM THIS

In 1870, 75 percent of the population lived on farms or in small towns,
and 25 percent lived in cities
(communities with 2,500 or more people).
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TO THIS

In 1900, 75 percent of the population lived in cities
(communities with 2,500 or more people),
and 25 percent lived on farms or small towns.

INDUSTRIALIZATION MADE CITY LIFE POSSIBLE.
Electric lights created night life. Telephone and
telegraph wires, as well as steel railways linked

people over the length and breadth of the city.

Steel and the invention of elevators gave rise to tall
buildings called skyscrapers—pioneered by William
L. Jenney, who built the ten-story Home Insurance
Building in Chicago (1885) and Louis Sullivan,
whose famous buildings include the Wainwright
Building in St. Louis (1891). Sullivan’s student
Frank Lloyd Wright followed Sullivan’s principle
“form follows function” in creating “organic”
architecture with steel and glass.

Steel cables lifted magnificent suspension bridges
such as the Brooklyn Bridge in New York, designed
by John Augustus Roebling and completed by his
son Washington A. Roebling in 1883.

Most city-dwellers made their livings in industry,
trade, or office work. Women began to fill the ranks
of “white-collar” workers in department stores and
offices. The percentage of women gainfully employed
rose from 15 to 20 percent from 1870 to 1900.




9-2 % CITY POPULATIONS MUSHROOMED ,
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9-3 % EXTREMES OF WEAITH AND POVERTY—THE RICH |

Industrialization widened the gap between rich and poor.
In 1866 there were 400 millionaires in the United States; in 1900 there were more than 4,000.
The gap clearly showed in city housing: in the mansions and the tenements.

AS CITIES GREW THEY FORMED CERTAIN PATTERNS. RICH PEOPLE MOVED FARTHER UPTOWN AND BUILT LARGE HOMES.

IN NEW YORK CITY, upper Fifth Avenue became “Millionaires’ Row” as the Carnegies, Rockefellers,
Vanderbilts, and others built elaborate homes from 51st to 91st streets. Some Fifth Avenue millionaires—
including Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, and Cornelius Vanderbilt—had grown up poor. Carnegie and
Rockefeller, while living in luxury, gave a combined $900,000 to charitable causes.

¢ In 1902 Andrew Carhegie built a 6-story, 64 room mansion at Fifth Avenue and 91st Street. Today it is
occupied by the Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum. Visitors are welcome to tour the main floor.

# In 1913 Henry Clay Frick, Carnegie’s partner, built a mansion at Fifth Avenue and 70th Street, which
today houses Frick’s art collection and is open to the public. '

¢ The Morgan Library at Madison Avenue and 36th street, built in 1906 by J.Pierpont Morgan next to his

home, is now a public institution available to visitors and scholars.
¢ John D. Rockefeller’s New York home is now the site of the Museum of Modern Art at 11 West 53rd Street.

¢ Theodore Roosevelt’s family home at 6 West 57th Street, just off Fifth Avenue, is today the approximate
site of Bergdorf Goodman near Central Park.

¢ The Vanderbilts’ favorite architect, Richard Morris Hunt from Vermont, studied nine years at the Ecole
des Beaux-Arts in Paris. He returned to create an American version of French classicism in his mansions
for the Vanderbilts along Fifth Avenue: William K. Vanderbilt’s palace at 51st Street and Cornelius
Vanderbilt IT’s at 58th Street— and in Newport, Rhode Island: Cornelius Vanderbilt II’s 70-room
summer “cottage,” the Breakers—and in Ashville, North Carolina: George W. Vanderbilt’s 250-room
country chateau named Biltmore, the largest home in America. Biltmore, built on an 8,000 acre estate, -
and the Breakers are open to the public.

| HAD NO IDEA
{ TUE OTUER MALF
{ LWED Lixe T,
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9-4 % EXTREMES OF WEALTH AND POVERTY—THE POOR

OW DID THE POOR LIVE: TODAY YOU CAN SEE FOR YOURSELE

THE Lower EasT SIDE TENEMENT MUSEUM AT 97 ORCHARD STREET IN NEwW YORK CITY 1S OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
BETWEEN 1863 AND 1935 APPROXIMATELY 7,000 PEOPLE FROM 20 DIFFERENT NATIONS OCCUPIED ITS FIVE STORIES.

Poor people, including most immigrants, lived in the older, crowded parts of town, often so run-down they were
called slums. In New York City, blocks of 4 to 5-story, dumbell-shaped buildings called tenements housed families
in crowded, dark, unsanitary conditions. In 1864 a survey by the New York City Council of Hygiene and Public
Health showed that 495,592 people, about half the city’s population, lived in tenements. And tenement population
was dense: on the Lower East Side about 240,000 people lived within one square mile.

Jacob Riis, a Danish immigrant, worked as a police reporter for the New York Sun.
In 1890 he wrote
How the Other Half Lives: Studies Among the Tenements of New York,
complete with his photographs,
to make New Yorkers aware of terrible living conditions in the tenements.

He cites 1890 statistics for New York City:'
1,513, 501—New York City population
1,250,000—tenement population
37,316—tenement houses

Jacob Riis writes a chapter about tenement “sweatshops,” a term describing the work environment of tenement

residents employed to do “piece work” at home.

“Men, women, and children work together seven days

in the week in these cheerless tenements to make a living

for the family, from the break of day till far into the night

... Take a row of houses in East Tenth Street as an instance. @

They contained thirty-five families of cigarmakers.... :

In the front room man and wife ....make a team.... oM
A\

W

“For a thousand [cigars] they receive $3.75, and can turn
out together three thousand cigars a week.... The people

sleep there, too, but the smell, offensive to the unfamiliar
2

nose, does not bother them. They are used to it.” > e T

Jacob Riis wrote in his 1903 biography, Theodore Roosevelt the Citizen, of the two-year slum-fighting
collaboration he and Roosevelt had when the latter was New York City police commissioner, 1895-97.

.

“For two years we were to be together all the day, and quite often most of the night....he came to my office
one day when I was out and left his card with the simple words written in pencil upon it: ‘T have read your

book, and I have come to help.’ That was the beginning. The book was How the Other Half Lives.”

In his autobiography, Theodore Roosevelt wrote: “The man who was closest to me throughout my two
years in the Police Department was Jacob Riis. The midnight trips that Riis and I took enabled me to
see...into the problems of...overcrowded tenements.” (pp. 172-74, 204) Occasionally, without warning,
Roosevelt and Riis inspected tenement sweatshops; their reports carried weight in improving conditions.

Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives (New York: Dover Publications, Inc, 1971), 231-233.
Ibid., 110-112.
3Jacob Riis, Theodore Roosevelt the Citizen (New York: The Outlook Company, 1903), 131
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9-5 % POLITICAL MACHINES AND BOSSES

“People ask the difference between a leader and a boss....The leader works in the open, and the boss in covert.
The leader leads, and the boss drives.”

Theodore Roosevelt -

During the 1870s and 1880s, political organizations called “machines” dominated both Democratic and
Republican parties in city and state governments. Their leaders were called “bosses.” Some examples of city bosses
are William M. Tweed, boss of New York’s Tammany Hall, 1865-1871; James McManes, boss of the Philadelphia
Republican Club, 1868-1881; and James Michael Curley, boss of the Boston Democratic machine, 1890-1920.
Examples of state bosses are Thomas Platt and Roscoe Conkling of New York. City bosses rarely were elected
officials; they often controlled elected officials through bribery and blackmail.

How did bosses and their followers gain power? They traded favors for votes, which led to increased corruption.
By trading social services for political support, city bosses operated a type of welfare system for the poor—including
many immigrants—in exchange for their votes. Services included providing jobs, food, money, and legal aid.
Theodore Roosevelt had experience with bosses when he served as New York City Police Commissioner from
1895 to 1897. In his autobiography he said:

“There is often much good in the type of boss, especially common in big cities, who fulfills
towards the people of his district in rough and ready fashion the position of friend and

protector. He uses his influence to get jobs for young men who need them. He goes into court
for a wild young fellow who has gotten into trouble. He helps out with cash or credit the

widow who is in straits, or the breadwinner who is crippled or for some other cause tempo-

rarily out of work. He organizes clambakes and chowder parties and picnics, and is consulted

by the local labor leaders when a cut in wages is threatened. For some of his constituents he

does proper favors, and for others wholly improper favors; but he preserves human relations

with all. He may be a very bad and very corrupt man, a man whose action in blackmailing and
protecting vice is of far-reaching damage to his constituents.” (pp. 252-54)

_ BOSS TWEED'S RULE D TOPPLED BY CARTOONIST

William M. Tweed, Boss of Tammany Hall—the Thomas Nast, cartoonist for Harper’s Weekly, campaigned
New York Democratic Party machine—was a (along with the New York 7imes and New York Governor
Samuel J. Tilden) to oust the corrupt Boss Tweed.
Relentlessly, Nast drew cartoons portraying Tweed as the
thief he was. Tweed finally sent word:

“Stop them...pictures. I don’t care what the

papers write about me. My constituents can't read.

But...they can see the pictures.”
Humor and ridicule paid off. Tweed was arrested and sent
And he was too slick to get caught. Or was he? to prison. He escaped and fled to Spain—where he was
captured by a
customs official
who spoke no
English but
recognized Tweed
by Nast’s Harpers
Weekly cartoons
of him.

Such is the

& ower of
‘\i&}*'h
g

the
media.

Tweed died in
eesemen prison in 1878.

notoriously corrupt boss. By 1868 Tweed and his
machine “ring” controlled most of New York’s city
and state government, including thousands of jobs
that they dispensed as favors and millions of dollars
in construction and service contracts. Tweed often
overcharged on the contracts and kept the difference.

AS MY TAMMANY FRIEND, THOMAS
WILLIAM JAMES PLUNKETT .
SAYS, "WHEN A MAN WORKS

IN POLITICS, HE SHOULD

GET SOMETHING OUT OF IT."

WiLLiam. M. TWEED

107






