« Morrill Act of 1862

- granted land to states; the sale of this land was to fund “land grant
colleges”

« Hatch Act of 1887

— federal funding for agricultural experiment stations

+ Homestead Act of 1872

— granted settlers 160 acres at minimal cost

- live on the land for 5 years
— stimulates settlement of West

~ MOST small farms west of 100° West fail because of lack of
water,

- attracted fraud from corporations
« Comstock Lode
-- rich Nevada mine with large quantities of silver and gold

- “Fifty-Niners” flood the region; it becomes a territory an J
state (rushed in to give 3 electoral votes to Lincoln) -

+ Railroads:
—Brought “sodbusters”
—Brought miners
~Divided the great herds of buffalo

—Paid hunters (Buffalo Bill) to supply
meat to the RR workers

—As it passed through the RR’s would
give rifles to passengers who would
shoot buffalo to pass the boring train
ride

Sand Creek Massacre 1864: over 400 Indian
men, women and children who had been
promised safety were...

* 1866. The Lakota Sioux try to stop a RR
being built on their land by killing 80
soldiers under Cap’t Fetterman in 1866

1868 the Lakota Sioux agree to yet another
treaty to end the war.

* 1876 (100™ Birthday) Custer
starts a rumor of gold on Lakota
Sioux land. Sitting Bull gets
other Sioux bands (2500
Natives) to put aside their
differences and fight back. At
Little Big Horn 2500 Natives
wipe out Custer’s 71 Cav.

» Sun Dance Outlawed 1884

» Ghost Dance Outlawed to
Dakota Sioux

* Wounded Knee 1890

» Citizenship not given until
1924




The End of Indian Autonomy

« Quakers begin to run reservations more fairly, but...
- Firewater
- Depression
Disease
« **¥**Dawes Severalty Act 1887= (“Kill the
Indian, save the man)****
~ Wipes out tribes in favor of “family homesteads”
~ 160 acres is too little for farming west of 100°
West.
— The rest of the Indian land was sold off to fund
things like the Carlisle Indian School.
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