SecTioON 13

THE PROGRESSIVE

REFORM MOVEMENT
1900-1916

“A great democracy has got to be progressive,
or it will soon cease to be either great or a democracy.”

—Theodore Roosevelt
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THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT INVOLVED REFORMS THAT: h

¢ Sought economic fairness, political democracy; and social justice in American life through
1) government regulation 2) honesty and efficiency in government and business.

¢ Started in the cities, then spread to state and national levels.

¢ Included Democrats and Republicans, with each party winning the presidency on
progressive platforms (the Socialist and Progressive parties were unsuccessful):

* Republican Theodore Roosevelt, 1901-1909

* Republican William Howard Taft, 1909-1913

* Democrat Woodrow Wilson, 1913-1921

¢ Changed the role of government from laissez-faire, hands-off to activist, regulatory.
¢ Created a stronger central government and a stronger president.

J
PROGRESSIVISM WAS BUILT ON PoruLisT FOUNDATIONS, BUT DIFFERED IN THESE WAYS:
PROGRESSIVISM POPULISM
¢ Prosperity years: 1900-1920 ¢ Depression years: 1870s-1890s
¢ Urban movement ' ¢ Rural, agrarian movement
¢ Middle-class; well-educated participants ¢ DPoorer class; uneducated participants
4 Professional and small-business people, including ¢ Debt-ridden farmers and laborers
* Professors, writers, social workers, clerks ¢ Radical, even socialist goals
4 Moderate goals: reform, not overthrow of system * Government ownership of transportation and
* Government regulation of industries communication industries
* Government protection of public health and safety e Abolishment of national banks
* Honesty and efficiency in government and industry | o Failure of Populism
~* Centralized banking
¢ Success of Progressivism

How pDID PROGRESSIVE REFORMS CHANGE AMERICA?

¢ ECONOMIC REFORMS
* Graduated income tax (1913—16th Amendment)
* Federal Reserve Act (1913—created a national banking system)
* Elkins Act and Hepburn Act (1902 and 1906—strengthened the Interstate Commerce Act of 1887)
* Clayton Antitrust Act (1914—strengthened the Sherman Antitrust Act)
* Federal Trade Commission Act (1914—created to protect the public from unfair business practices)
* Underwood Tariff Act (1916—Ilowered tariffs for the first time since the Civil War)

¢ POLITICAL REFORMS
* Direct election of Senators (1913—17th Amendment)
* Woman suffrage (1920—19th Amendment)
* Direct primary '
* Secret ballot
* Initiative, referendum, and recall

¢ SOCIAL REFORMS
* Pure Food and Drug Act (1906)
* Meat Inspection Act (1906)
* Employer’s Liability Act (1906)
* Immigration restriction laws (1915)
* Keating-Owen Act (1916—barred products of child labor from interstate commerce; declared unconstitutional, 1918)
* Adamson Act (1916—-eight-hour day for railroad workers)
* Prohibition (1918—18th Amendment)

(Italicized items also were Populist goals in the 1890s.)
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