SECTION 14

THEODORE ROOSEVELT:

AN ACTIVIST PRESIDENT
1901-1909

PROGRESSIVE REFORMS AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL OCCURRED BETWEEN 1901 AND 1920 DURING THE ADMINISTRATIONS
OF THREE PROGRESSIVE PRESIDENTS: THEODORE ROOSEVELT, WiLLIAM H. TAFT, AND WOODROW WILSON.

“While President, I have been President.
I have used every ounce of power there was in the office”—Theodore Roosevelt

“It is the duty of the president to act upon the theory that he is the steward of the people, and...
to assume that he has the legal right to do whatever the needs of the people demand, unless
the Constitution or the laws explicitly forbid him to do it.”—Theodore Roosevelt

“I did not usurp power, but I did greatly broaden the use of executive power.”—Theodore Roosevelt

“The gift of the gods to Theodore Roosevelt was joy, joy in life.
He took joy in everything he did, in hunting, camping, and ranching, in politics,
in reforming the police or the civil service, in organizing and commanding the Rough Riders.”—Lincoln Steffens

“He was so alive at all points, and so gifted with the rare faculty of living intensely
and entirely in every moment as it passed....”—Edith Wharton, childhood friend: novelist

e )

162

P N

N S



1 % WHO WAS THEODORE ROOSEVELT?

“I don’t think any President ever enjoyed himself more than I did. ”
' —Theodore Roosevelt, 1910

Theodore Roosevelt (TR), 42, was the youngest president of the United State?
when he took the oath of office on September 14, 1901, at the death of William
McKinley. The strongest president since Lincoln, he ended the caretaker presidency
of the Gilded Age and shifted power from Congress to the White House. His bold

leadership in exerting federal power created a model for activist presidents in the

new twentieth century. His progressive reforms based on government power proved
an inspiration to cousin Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal in the 1930s.

Progressivism, a reform movement that began in the mid 1890s, was
sweeping the country as Roosevelt took office. There could have been no better
match between a man and his times. Exuding energy, vitality, confidence,
THEODORE ROOSEVELT  ©Optimism, intelligence, wit, warmth— and sometimes heat, Roosevelt aimed
26th President, 1901-1909 to correct injustices and give a “square deal” to all: industrialists and laborers,
Political Party: Republican farmers and consumers. His approach: “Speak softly and carry a big stick.”

VP: Charles W. Fairbanks,1905-09
Nickname: “Teedie” and “TR”

(He did not like “Teddy.”)
5'8"—200 pounds

Nothing in Roosevelt’s background suggested his role as a reformer
politician, for his wealthy New York City family belonged to the social
class that found politics degrading. Not Theodore. Here is his story.

BI1oGRAPHY AT A GLANCE: THEODORE ROOSEVELT, 1858-1919

BORN: October 27, 1858, in New York City at his family’s brownstone home: 28 East 20th Street, near Gramercy Park.
ADULT HOME: Sagamore Hill, a house Theodore built in 1884-85 on 155 acres at Oyster Bay, Long Island, New York.
ANCESTRY: Dutch on father’s side; Scotch, English, French on mother’s side.
RELIGION: Dutch Reformed Church. While at Harvard, taught Sunday School classes at an Episcopal church.
EDUCATION: ,
Tutored at home and on year-long family trips to Europe at age 11 and age 14. The second trip included a
two-month sail on the Nile River in Egyptand a five-month period of German and French studies with
a German family in Dresden, Germany.
Harvard College, 1876-1880; graduated Phi Beta Kappa and magna cum laude; member, Porcillian Club,
Columbia Law School, 1880-1882; quit without a degree when his interest shifted to politics.
FAMILY:
Married to Alice Hathaway Lee of Boston from 1880 until her death in 1884. One child: Alice (1884 -1980).
Married to childhood friend Edith Kermit Carow (1861-1948) of New York City in 1886. Five children:
Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. (1 887-1944); Kermit Roosevelt (1889-1943);
Ethel Carow Roosevelt (1891-1 977); Archibald Bulloch Roosevelt (1894-1979);
Quentin Roosevelt (1897-191 8).
CAREER: Writer, rancher, U.S. civil service commissioner, New York City police commissioner, assistant secretary of the
U.S. Navy, governor of New York, vice president of the United States, president of the United States,
MILITARY SERVICE: ‘
Captain, National Guard, New York’s Eighth Regiment.
Colonel, First U.S. Volunteer Cavalry Regiment (the “Rough Riders”) in Spanish-American War, 1898.
HONORS: : '
Nobel Peace Prize for mediating Russo-Japanese peace treaty, 1906. (The first American to win a Nobel Prize)
Medal of Honor for heroism in Spanish-American War, awarded posthumously in 2001.
President, American Historical Association, 1912; delivered presidential address, “History as Literature.”
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14-2 % SELECTED WRITINGS OF THEODORE ROOSEVELT

An intellectual, Theodore Roosevelt earned his living, in part, as a writer. -
He was the author of more than 30 books of history, biography, politics, literature, and science. —
Two of his most important books are 7he Naval War of 1812 (1882) and The Winning of the West, 4 vols. (1889-1896). "

1882 The Naval War of 1812—Theodore Roosevelt gained recognition as a scholar and historian with his first
book, published at age 23. He started it three years earlier, during his senior year at Harvard, with the dim of
correcting errors he found in British and American histories of the War of 1812. Winning instant acclaim for -
scholarship and accuracy, it became a textbook at the U.S. Naval War College. In 1886 the Department of
the Navy ordered a copy placed aboard every U.S. ship. 7he Naval War of 1812 remains a classic naval history.
1885 Hunting Trips of a Ranchman
1887 Thomas Hart Benton
1888 Essays on Practical Politics
Gouverneur Morris »
Ranch Life and the Hunting Trail
1889-1896 The Winning of the West, 4 vols.
1891 New York
1893 The Wilderness Hunter
1895 Hero Tales from American History,
co-author with Henry Cabot Lodge
1897 American Ideals
Some American Game
1899 The Rough Riders
1900 The Strenuous Life
Oliver Cromwell
1905 Outdoor Pastimes of an American Hunter
1907 Good Hunting
1909 Outlook Editorials
1910 African and European Addresses
African Game Trails
American Problems
The New Nationalism -
1912 The Conservation of Womanhood and Childhood -
Realizable Ideals
1913 An Autobiography ’
History as Literature and Other Essays

s

Progressive Principles
Through the Brazilian Wilderness -
1914 Life-Histories of Afvican Game Animals, 2 vols., co-author with Edmund Heller ~
1915 America and the World War _
1916 Fear God and Take Your Own Part

A Book Lover’s Holiday in the Open "
1917 The Foes of Our Own Household v
National Strength and International Duty "
1918 The Great Adventure .
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