CHAPTER 17

WORLD WAR I
1914-1918

“This dreadful conflict of the nations came to most of us as lightning out of the sky.”
—Robert Page to his brother Walter Page, U.S. Ambassador to Great Britain

| ALLIES

Serbia, July 28, 1914
Russia, August 1, 1914
France, August 3, 1914
Brirish Empire, August 4, 1914
Belgium, August 4, 1914
Montenegro, August 8, 1914
Japan, August 23, 1914
Iraly, May 23, 1915
Portugal, March 9, 1916
Romania, August, 27, 1916
United States, April 6, 1917
Cuba, April 8, 1917
Panama, April 9, 1917
Greece, July 2, 1917
Thailand, July 22, 1917
Liberia, August 4, 1917
China, August 14, 1917
Brazil, October, 27, 1917
Guatemala, April 25, 1918
Nicaragua, May 7, 1918
Costa Rica, May 25, 1918
Haiti, July 15, 1918
\Honduras, July 19, 1918

( : “DREADFUL CONFLICT OF THE NATIONS”
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. CENTRAL POWERS

Austria-Hungary, July 28, 1914

Germany, August 1, 1914

Ottoman Empire (present-day Turkey)
October 30, 1914

Bulgaria, October 5, 1915

. NEUTRAL NATIONS
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17-1 % EUROPE IN 1914: A POWDER KEG READY TO EXPLODE

World War I initially was called the Great War.

(" The Great War, the first worldwide war in history, erupted in the early 20th century. )

Lasting four years, from 1914 to 1918, it resulted in the loss of about 26 million lives and was
followed twenty years later by World War II, which claimed 55 million lives.

World War I, fought in Europe from 1914 to 1918:
¢ involved more than 30 nations from six continents
¢ introduced deadly technology such as poison gas and armored tanks
¢ claimed 5,152,115 lives of Allied troops
and 3,386,200 lives of Central Powers troops
¢ killed more than 5,000,000 civilians
¢ cost 337 billion dollars
¢ ended four empires and redrew the map of Europe
¢ set the stage for World War II two decades later.

How did this tragedy happen? )

1914—EUROPEAN BALANCE OF POWER: TRIPLE ALLIANCE AND TRIPLE ENTENTE

Between 1870 and 1914 European nations had maintained an uneasy peace through a balance of power.
During those years, however, intense nationalism among the major powers caused rivalries in regard to arms, trade,
and colonization. The result—two alliances in which countries pledged aid to each other in case of war, the Triple

Alliance and the Triple Entente.

Triple Entente
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