SECTION 12

THE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR:
AMERICA BECOMES A WORLD POWER

“The Great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign Nations is in extending

our commercial relations to have with them as litde political connection as possible.”

—President George Washington, 1796

“The nation is made—its mode of action is determined. Where do we go from here?”

—Woodrow Wilson, 1897

“And so it has come to pass that in a few short months, we have become a world power....”
—President William McKinley, 1898

For a century American foreign policy reflected George Washington’s isolationist policy.
ry gn policy g policy.

As Americans approached the twentieth century, however, they became increasingly expansionist

and—as a result of the Spanish-American war—imperialistic. The result: a new role in world affairs.

(

THEODORE ROOSEVELT

—

ITIS A CONTEMPTIBLE THING FOR A NATION TO
RENDER ITSELF IMPOTENT IN INTERNATIONAL
ACTION, WHETHER BECAUSE OF COWARDICE OR

SLOTH, OR SHEER INABILITY OR UNWILLING-
NESS TO LOOK INTO THE FUTURE.

e N

Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 1897-1898
Governor of New York, 1899-1901

Vice president of the U.S., 1901-1901
President of the U.S., 1901-1909
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12-1 * TERRITORIAL EXPANSION OF THE UNITED STATES, 1783-1917

CONTINENTAL EXPANSION

1783—Victorious in the War of Independence, the 13 original colonies

won from England land stretching from the

BRITISH CESSION
Appalachian Mountains to the Mississippi River.

1803—The $15,000,000 purchase of the Louisiana
Territory from France, arranged by Thomas
Jefferson, doubled the size of the United States.

1818~Great Britain ceded disputed land to the U.S. VIRGINIA

1819—The Adams-Onis Treaty provided for the 1ot
$5,000,000 puichase of Florida from Spain. ,, ;

1842—Great Britain again ceded disputed land to the U.S. TﬁxAS» ;

184 5—Texas, having won independence from Mexico GADSDEN \  ANNEXATION ‘

in 1836, was annexed to the United States. PURCHASE y ; E. FL:)R\DA
1846—The Oregon Country was acquired by a treaty 1853 W,J%)O_%DA \ 1819

with Great Brirtain.

1848—The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ending the Mexican War

provided for the United States to pay Mexico $20,000,000 for the E“E ALASKA PUECHA_?;R
.. . . . 15 A GAIN, SENA .
territories of New Mexico and California. ._S__..;’éf__i--—.

1853—The $5,000,000 Gadsden Purchase of land from Mexico
completed the continental borders of the United States.

1867—Alaska Purchase, $7,000,000 (49th state, 1959)

With the completion of its continental borders in 1853, the United States

showed little interest in territorial expansion. Indeed, when Secretary of

State William Seward excitedly proposed buying Alaska from Russia,
United States Senators turned a deaf ear. They derided Alaska’s “frozen
wasteland” as Seward’s Icebox. When by a narrow margin the Senate
agreed to the purchase treaty, some called it Seward’s Folly.

'OVERSEAS EXPANSION

1867—MIDWAY ISLANDS. Discovered by U.S. in 1859. Annexed in 1867.
1898—HAWAIIAN ISLANDS (50th state, 1959)

On July 7th the United States annexed the Hawaiian Islands at the request of the Republic of Hawaii.
1898—PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, PUERTO RICO, GUAM.

In 1898, the United States acquired these possessions from Spain

in the Spanish-American War. A
. . . sl i 3
The United States paid Spain -~ > Y

$20 million for the Philippine
Islands and in 1946 granted &

their independence.
Harbor

1899—SAMOA. Acquired by

. . Lanai
treaty with Great Britain, Germany.
1899—WAKE ISLAND. : :
Annexed in 1899. 4% HAWAIIAN ISLANDS
1901—CUBA. Platt Amendment to Cuban constitution | ;f:

made Cuba a U.S. protectorate. It was abrogated in 1934.
1917—VIRGIN ISLANDS. Purchased from Denmark.
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12-2 * U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 1867-1918: AN OVERVIEW

1867—Alaska Purchase; Midway Islands annexation

1875—Hawaiian reciprocity treaty expands American market for Hawaiian sugar.

1882—Amendment to Hawaiian reciprocity treaty gives United States a naval base at Pearl Harbor.

1890—Alfred Thayer Mahan publishes influential book, The Influence of Sea Power Upon History, 1660-1783.

1893—American sugar growers in Hawaii instigate an overthrow of Hawaiian monarchy, replace it
with a republic, and offer annexation to the United States. President Cleveland says “No.”

1895—President Cleveland upholds Monroe Doctrine in British-Venezuela boundary dispute.
—Cuban insurrectionists begin revolt against Spain.

1898—Spanish-American War. Spain grants Cuba independence and cedes to the United States
Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Philippine Islands.
—United States annexes Hawaii on July 7th.

1900—Open Door Policy announced by John Hay, President McKinley’s Secretary of State.
In September 1899 Hay sent a series of notes to nations controlling parts of China—Great Britain,
Germany, Russia, France, Italy, and Japan—requesting acceptance of an Open Door Policy in China
by granting free trading opportunities to all nations. Hay interpreted their vague replies as approval,
and on March 20, 1900, he pronounced the Open Door Policy “final and definitive.”

1900—Boxer Rebellion. A group of anti-foreign Chinese called “Boxers” laid siege to foreign legations in
Peking to drive out the “foreign devils” who had gained territorial concessions in China. An
international expedition, including 2,500 U.S. troops, ended the siege and made China pay a $333
million indemnity. Of its $25 million share, the U.S returned $17 million to the Chinese, who later
used this money to educate Chinese students in American colleges and universities.

1901—Platt Amendment to Cuban constitution makes Cuba an American protectorate and gives U.S.
control of Guantanamo Bay as a naval base.

1901-1909—Theodore Roosevelt’s Big Stick diplomacy aggressively enforces the Monroe Doctrine.

1903-1914—United States constructs the Panama Canal.

1904—Roosevelt’s Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine: The United States will intervene to restore order in any
Central or South American republic.

1909-1913—William H. Taft’s dollar diplomacy aims to influence foreign affairs by substituting dollars—
American business investments—for bullets.

1913-1916—Woodrow Wilson’s moral diplomacy rejects dollar diplomacy in favor of a human rights emphasis.
Mexican crisis and Caribbean interventions involve military force.

1914—World War I begins; Woodrow Wilson declares United States neutrality.

1917-1918—United States enters and helps Allies win World War L

1918—World War I ends. J

-
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12-3 % IDEAS SHAPING AMERICA’S FOREIGN POLICY

Foreign policy is created by governments, but it begins with the ideas of individual men and women
in response to intellectual, economic, and political events. In the 1890s, the following ideas contributed
to America’s involvement in world affairs: a belief in progress, the philosophy of Social Darwinism,

the importance of sea power, and the need to support and extend global trade.

. (PROGRESS | _ SOCIALDARWINISM
A belief in progress marked the Gilded Age—a belief Many Americans believed in Social Darwinism—Herbert
that the human race was moving toward a higher form Spencer’s application of Charles Darwin’s theory of

of civilization. The belief stemmed largely from the evolution to human society. Spencer called Darwin’s idea !
technological advances of American industry. of evolution by natural selection “survival of the fittest”
and explained America’s advancement in these terms.
Some—including WE WILLNOT RENOUNCE OUR
-\THIS WRITER SEES NO HMMPH/ | BELIEVE IN)| Indiana Senator PART IN THE MISSION OF OUR

LIMIT TO HuMAN PROGRESS,
HE THINKS MAN WLL SOMEDAY
FLY AROUND THE WORLD,

Albert J. Beveridge— RACE, TRUSTEE, UNDER GOD,

PROGRESS, T00, BUT
—Th OF THE CIVILIZATION OF THE WORLD.

inferred Anglo-Saxon
superiority from

Social Darwinism and
concluded that
American Anglo-Saxons
had a mandate to civilize
“backward” nations.

. GLOBALTRADE

Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan had a major impact on | America’s increased trade with China and other Asian
expansionist thinking with his 1890 book, The Influence | ports stirred interest in acquiring Pacific islands, such as
of Sea Power upon History, 1600-1783. Mahan demon- | Hawaii, for fueling stations.

strated from British history that the nation controlling | In 1898 Senator Albert J. Beveridge urged Americans to

the seas controlled history. He advocated a strong develop foreign markets not only for commercial reasons
merchant marine, a strong navy to defend it, and but also to extend liberty:

territories abroad for fueling stations and commercial « ..

outlets Today we are raising more

than we can consume. Today
we are making more than we
can use... Therefore we must
find new markets for our
produce, new occupation

for our capital, new work

for our labor.... Ah! As our
commerce spreads, the flag

of liberty will circle the globe
and the highway of the ocean-
carrying trade to all mankind
will be guarded by the guns of
the republic....”

Mahan’s influence prevailed:
In 1880 the U.S. navy ranked 12th in the world.
In 1900, with 17 battleships and 6 cruisers, it ranked 3rd.
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" 12-4 x THE CUBAN REVOLUTION B

In February 1895 Cuban insurrectionists, protesting Spain’s harsh rule of the island,

began a revolutionary war for independence.
How would Americans respond?

U.S. President Grover Cleveland responded

- . : o 1 ¢ A k4 %
by issuing a declaration of neutrality on %BAHAMAS

June 16, 1895. o, %
Spain sent General Valeriano (“Butcher”) ’ % . fg‘f
Weyler to put down the insurrection. 5

Weyler, unable to handle the Cubans’ o ‘<
guerrilla-style combat, rounded up the o cy d PUERTO
rural population and and confined them B 4 : RICO

WA DOMINICAN (7

in concentration camps, called | REPUBLIC

Reconcentrados, where they suffered

from starvation and disease.

Americans sympathized with the Cubans—the more so because of sensationalized press coverage by New York
City's competing newspaper publishers, Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst. Pulitzer carried a popular
cartoon strip called “The Yellow Kid,” by R.E Outcault, in his newspaper the New York World. His readers associated
the Warld’s flamboyant news style with the cartoon character and began calling exaggerated newspaper reporting
“yellow journalism,” a term still in use today. A fierce competitor, Hearst hired R.E Outcault and his “The Yellow
Kid” strip away from Pulitzer, and the “Kid” became associated with the Journal and its sensationalized reporting.

WitLiaM RanporpH HEARST
NEew YORK JOURNAL.

JoserH PuLITZER
NEew YOork WoORLD

PLEASE REMAIN,
YOU FURNISH THE
PACTURES, AND V'LL
FURNISH THE WAR,

An example of the yellow journalism approach is an
exchange between Journal owner William Randolph
Hearst and artist Frederic Remington, whom he sent to
Cuba to draw pictures of Spanish atrocities.

JTHERE 1S NOWAR..)
\ REQUEST To BE
) RECALED, oo

Hearst refused to accept Remington’s report that he
could find neither war nor atrocities. Hearst could invent
the facts if he just had some pictures.

Hearst need not have exaggerated Spanish oppression. —_—
Between 1896 and 1898 an estimated 100,000 Cubans

lost their lives in the Spanish concentration camps.

CUBA

131




A belief in progress marked the Gilded Age—a belief
that the human race was moving toward a higher form
of civilization. The belief stemmed largely from the
technological advances of American industry.

HMMPH/ | BELIEVE IN
PROGRESS, 00, BUT

THIS WRITER SEES NO
LIMIT TO HuMAN PROGRESS,
HE THINKS MAN WLL SOME DAY
FLY AROUND THE WORLD,

Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan had a major impact on
expansionist thinking with his 1890 book, The Influence
of Sea Power upon History, 1600-1783. Mahan demon-
strated from British history that the nation controlling
the seas controlled history. He advocated a strong
merchant marine, a strong navy to defend it, and
territories abroad for fueling stations and commercial
outlets.

Mahan’s influence prevailed:
In 1880 the U.S. navy ranked 12th in the world.
In 1900, with 17 battleships and 6 cruisers, it ranked 3rd.

the importance of sea power, and the need to support and extend global trade.

12-3 % IDEAS SHAPING AMERICA’S FOREIGN POLICY

Foreign policy is created by governments, but it begins with the ideas of individual men and women
in response to intellectual, economic, and political events. In the 1890s, the following ideas contributed
to America’s involvement in world affairs: a belief in progress, the philosophy of Social Darwinism,

SOCIAL DAR'WINISM

Many Amerlcans believed in Social Darwinism—Herbert

Spencer’s application of Charles Darwin’s theory of
evolution to human society. Spencer called Darwin’s idea
of evolution by natural selection “survival of the fittest”
and explained America’s advancement in these terms.

WE WILLNOT RENOUNCE OUR
PART N THE MISSION OF OUR
RACE, TRUSTEE, UNDER GO,
OF THE CIVILIZATION OF THUE WORLD.

Some—including
Indiana Senator
Albert ]. Beveridge—
inferred Anglo-Saxon
superiority from

Social Darwinism and
concluded that
American Anglo-Saxons
had a mandate to civilize
“backward” nations.

 GLOBAL TRADE

America’s increased trade with China and other Asian
ports stirred interest in acquiring Pacific islands, such as
Hawaii, for fueling stations.

In 1898 Senator Albert J. Beveridge urged Americans to
develop foreign markets not only for commercial reasons
but also to extend liberty:

“Today we are raising more
than we can consume. Today
we are making more than we
can use... Therefore we must
find new markets for our
produce, new occupation

for our capital, new work

for our labor.... Ah! As our
commerce spreads, the flag

of liberty will circle the globe
and the highway of the ocean-
carrying trade to all mankind
will be guarded by the guns of
the republic....”
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In February 1895 Cuban insurrectionists, protesting Spain’s harsh rule of the island,

began a revolutionary war for independence.
How would Americans respond?

U.S. President Grover Cleveland responded "
by issuing a declaration of neutrality on \ )

BAHAMAS
June 16, 1895. 2
Spain sent General Valeriano (“Butcher”) 7 . 3 o’

Weyler to put down the insurrection.
Weyler, unable to handle the Cubans’

guerrilla-style combat, rounded up the PUERTO

RICO

rural population and and confined them ,
Wi IDOMINICAN

Pt

REPUBLI

in concentration camps, called
Reconcentrados, where they suffered
from starvation and disease.

Americans sympathized with the Cubans—the more so because of sensationalized press coverage by New York
City’s competing newspaper publishers, Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst. Pulitzer carried a popular
cartoon strip called “The Yellow Kid,” by R.E. Outcault, in his newspaper the New York Warld, His readers associated
the World's flamboyant news style with the cartoon character and began calling exaggerated newspaper reporting
“yellow journalism,” a term still in use today. A fierce competitor, Hearst hired R.E. Outcault and his “The Yellow
Kid” strip away from Pulitzer, and the “Kid” became associated with the Journal and its sensationalized reporting,.

WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST
NEew YORK JOURNAL.

Joseru Puritzer
New York WorLp

PLEASE REMAIN,
YOU FURNISH THE
PICTURES, AND I'LL
FURNISH THE WAR.

An example of the yellow journalism approach is an
exchange between Journal owner William Randolph
Hearst and artist Frederic Remington, whom he sent to
Cuba to draw pictures of Spanish atrocities.

) REQUEST To BE

Hearst refused to accept Remington’s report that he
| ) RECALLED,

could find neither war nor atrocities. Hearst could invent
the facts if he just had some picrures.

Hearst need not have exaggerated Spanish oppression.
Between 1896 and 1898 an estimated 100,000 Cubans
lost their lives in the Spanish concentration camps.

CUBA
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