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Chapters 32-33
~ THE ROARING
$i1- TWENTIES
LIFE, CULTURE
AND POLITICS IN

AMERICA IN THE
1920S

If “Progressivism” was:

- Moralistic (Wilson, the Jungle, Tarbell, etc)

— Achange oriented society (evolution,
sexuality, etc.)

= Minority rights (labor laws, female suffrage,
African American, etc

— “Rationalized” capitalism (labor laws,
Frederick Taylor, etc)

—~ Inventive (telephone, cars, electricity, etc)
—  Butultimately

You should know enough about history by now to
predict what the NEXT period would bring??

- Many people grew tired of “Progressive
Moralism" and reacted to its continuance with
a strong Middle-Class “Conservative
Moralistic” backlash which was met with a
counter-culture backlash:

+  Prohibition = speakeasies and gangsterism

* Indecency laws = Flappers and Sheiks

»  Criticism of new immoral mass media = they
flock to it

*  Anti-evolution laws =>Scopes Monkey Trial

. Nativism => ACLU, Harlem Renaissance, etc

* Red Scare and anti-labor => more Strikes and
Unionism

- Re-emergence of the KKK as an E.O.H.G =
Harlem Renaissance, Marcus Garvey, Black pride

~ “The Business of America is Business” Calvin
Coolidge = the rise of a counter-culture (Jazz,
Post-Impressionism, Hemingway, e e cummings,
etc
~ Ultimately it became a Shoving match between
*  Rural vs. urban
Old vs. young
Law vs. crime
Nativist vs. immigrant
Fundamentalism vs. science
Racism vs. tolerance
Moralism vs. materialism
“Booboisie” vs. “highbrow”
Censorship vs. exploration

Threats to the old Order

-  The Great war
«  Ended the "Age of Innocence” (Gay 90's)
»  Disillusionment
-~ Did Not make the “world safe for democracy”
—  Did Not “end all wars”
-~ Failure and fight over the Treaty and Article 10
+  Exposed the fragility of life (21,000,000 killed by
the FLUY)
+  Demonstration of the terrors of technology
—  Highest ratio of killed & injured of any war
—  Machine guns, tanks, airplanes
»  "Back to Normalcy” whatever THAT is???
- Read “Normalcy speech”

B/w 1919 and 1920 the national income
dropped from $79 Billion to $63 Billion

The avg. PCI dropped from $835 to $672

Homebound vets replace women, blacks,
etc.

Labor returns to striking, so Big Bidness
“strikes” back. Labor loses!!!

Business must re-tool and that always
creates a mild recession




Total decline in union membership

— Too much emphasis on skilled labor which received:
« higher wages
* paid vacations
+ sick leave, etc.
- Active gov't support of business
~ Labor tied to Bolshevism, anarchism, socialism
— Success of Welfare Capitalism (Fordism) designed to
tie worker to job emotionally and economically:
* workplace cafeterias
= industry sponsored sparts activities
« profit-sharing and stock options plans
- People’s Capitalism: worker then went out and spent
all, or more than he made
~ Consumer driven society (the last one till 1950)

2" rate editor

2" rate politician

2"d rate husband
Worst president ever

— Played 18 holes every day

- During prohibition piayed poker and drank till
3 A.M. most nights

Couldn’t say NO. Delegated authority.

Made some terrible appointments. Some

good ones also.

Bad appointees: Good appointees:

1. Sec. of Interior Albert 1. Sec. of State Charles
Fall leased gov't U.S. Evans Hughs gets
Naval oil reserves for Washington Treaty
bribes and kickbacks. signed cutting worldwide
Sent to prison military $. (Five Power,

2. Attn General Dougherty and Nine Power
used his office to Agreements, Kellogg-
destroy strikes for his Briand Pact)
bidness partners 2. Sec. or Commerce

3. Sec. of Vet's Bureau Herbert Hoover.
sold bedsheets for 20% 3. Sec. of Treasury Melion
of their value then cuts taxes and size of
bought them back for a gov't (Trickle-Down)
200% markup. Sentto 1919 = 6.4 Billion Fed $
prison. + 1927 = 3.0 Billion Fed $

1919 = 25.5 Billion Debt
1927 = 17 Billion Debt.

Urbanization

+ 1920 census places 51% of population in city
setting (105 million population)
+ rural areas fear loss of influence
- growing image of hayseed, hick, rube, hillbilly
— struggle to reassert traditional agrarian values
~ can't keep the chillen on the farms
— 1921 depression hits farmers the hardest. Farm income
drops from the 1919 high of $10,000,000,000 to the 1921
value of $4,000,000,000
—~ Farm expenses increase
+ isolation and depersonalization of city-life

+  EXCITEMENT of the city life.

URBAN VS. RURAL

0 Throughout the 1920s, Americans
found themselves caught between
urban and rural cultures

0 Urban life was considered a world of
anonymous crowds, strangers,
moneymakers, and pleasure seekers
0O Rural life was considered to be safe,
with close personal ties, hard work
and morals

UNew York City was home to over 5
million people in 1920

Q Chicago had nearly 3 million

Farms were innocent

EXPANDING NEWS COVERAGE

1 As literacy
increased,
newspaper
circulation rose and
mass-circulation
magazines flourished
0 By the end of the
1920s, ten American
magazines --
including Reader’s
Digest and Time —
boasted circulations
of over 2 million




Technology

Mobile society
Privacy
Fecii Hwy Act (part of dept of defense) spends $1,000,000,000 on
roads
“Struggle Buggy" “Brothel on Wheels”
assembly line (Fordism) went from
~ 1919 = 1 person in 16 owned a car
-~ 1929 = 1in 5 owned a car
Telephone:
connection to one’s neighbors
Party lines
Radio:
« 612 stations by 1930
news and entertainment to rural areas i
brought people back to the house again—of course they weren't
talking to each other
Amos and Andy : Amos... |
“Cliffhangers™: The Shadow, The Lone Ranger

;Burns/Anen;

| The Shadow

Modern Times

Jazz

Singer |

King
Kong |
1933

Technology  we Fiews |
1921
Movies: )
1st movie = The Great Train Robbery 1903
+ 1st propaganda film: =The Birth of a Nation 1915
+ st Talkie = The Jazz Singer 1927

+ Setteenage styles and roles
~ Sheik = Valentino
- Sweetheart = Lillian Gish (“The Dish”)
— Vamp = Theda Bera

* Hayes Code = censorship was by the movie
industry and self-imposed

+  Whole industry seen as dominated by Jewish
element

. The Sheik 1921

Fairbanks in

Robin Hood 1922 Manf Brothers 1937

Other advances:

Air travel

Medicine

The "world shrinks”
Middle class SOARS
Education reform and
Dewey

Washing Machines
Vacuum cleaners
Refrigerators

Stoves and ovens

EZ Credit and huge debts

EDUCATION
AND POPULAR
CULTURE

Q During the 1920s,
developments in education
had a powerful impact on
the nation

U Enroliment in high
schools quadrupled
between 1914 and 1926

0 Public schools met the
challenge of educating
millions of immigrants

Massive increase in Government
involvement
» Spending increases 10 X's in 1918
Gov't employment is doubled
+  Fordney-McCumber raises tariffs again
* 5,000 gov't agencies created in 20 months
+ gov'tcrushes the IWW and socialist party
*+ couldn’t pull back from war powers granted

New theories

*  Freud
— Sexual repression leads to neurosis
— Therefore, enjoy sex
~ Childhood influences (Oedipal and Electra Complexes)
- Id, ego, and superego

« Darwinism becomes scientifically accepted and
taught

SCIENCE AND
RELIGION CLASH

U Another battleground

Denying Evolution | during the 1920s was
Creationisn, >N\ between fundamentalist

Scientism,
and the /
Nature of

Sience

h religious groups and
secular thinkers over the
truths of science
O The Protestant
movement grounded in
the literal interpretation
of the bible is known as
g Y fundamentalism

i 0 Fundamentalists
found all truth in the
bible - including science
& evolution

Hiassimo Pigliowd




“Flaming Youth”

Flappers (see handout)

New attitudes:
+  Drinking
+  Smoking
» Necking and petting

Double Standards begin to be questioned
openly
*  Women in work force

¢ 19th amendment

* Margaret Sanger (contraceptives and abortion)
+ Later marriage age and choosing to be single
* Less parental and community supervision

THE TWENTIES WOMAN

O After the tumult of
World War I, Americans
were looking for a little
fun in the 1920s

O Women were
becoming more
independent and
achieving greater
freedoms (right to vote,
more employment,
freedom of the auto)

B L

U During the 1920s, a
new ideal emerged -
for some women: the :
Flapper

O A Flapper was an
emancipated young
woman who
embraced the new
fashions and urban
attitudes

% THE FLAPPER

THE CHANGING FAMILY

O American birthrates
declined for several
decades before the
1920s

0 During the 1920s that
trend increased as birth
control information
became widely available
0 Birth control clinics
opened and the
American Birth Control
League was founded in
1921

Margaret Sanger and other
founders of the American Birth
Control League - 1921

MODERN FAMILY
EMERGES

01 As the 1920s
unfolded, many features
of the modern family
emerged

(J Marriage was based
on romantic love,
women managed the
household and
finances, and children
were not considered
laborers/ wage earners
but rather developing
children who needed
nurturing and education

Harlem Renaissance

Flowering of A/A art
Claude Mckay
Langston Hughes
Zora Neal Hurston
Black pride and self segregation pushed by Marcus
Garvey
+  UNIA
Back to Africa movement
Black Star Line
Military appearance to intimidate whites
Tulsa Ok. Thriving black community
Almost a comic figure, arrested and deported back to
Jamaica, but other, more responsible leaders picked up
the cause.













