UNIT TWO: 1763 TO 1783

Major Themes and ldeas

The Coming of the American Revolution
Be aware that it is possible to think of the “Revolution” in three ways: the War for Independence,
1775-1783; the period from 1763 to 1783; or the period from 1763 to the writing of the Constitution. Be
sure your essay fits the meaning of the wording of the question.

1.

The victory over France led to the American
Revolution.

The long- and short-run causes of the American
Revolution

Colonial assemblies as leaders against Great
Britain

The Revolution fomented by changes in British
colonial policy in the 1763-1776 period

The American Revolution

1.

The American Revolution as an event in Euro-
pean history

Was the Treaty of Paris (1783) a victory for the
u.s.?

What did the participants in the American Revo-
lution seek to preserve in American society?

In what ways and how had the thirteen separate
colonies become similar by the time of the Revo-
lution?

There were 21 British colonies in the New
World. Why didn’t all of them revolt?

5.

10.

The Revolution was brought on by tight eco-
nomic controls and loose political controls.

Economic factors caused the Revolution.

The ideas and accusations in the Declaration of
Independence

Support two different interpretations by histori-
ans on the causes of the American Revolution.

The American Revolution as a democratic revo-
lution turned into an aristocratic government by
the Constitution

Why did great political thinkers and leaders de-
velop in the slave South?

The American Revolution as a question of home
rule and who should rule at home

The American Revolution as a revolutionary
event: consider the economic and social changes
associated with the Revolution.

Was the Revolution avoidable?

Major Terms and Concepts

Great Britain versus France
Review Unit One terms and concepts on this topic.

Coming of the American Revolution

writs of assistance

James Otis

Pontiac’s Rebellion

Proclamation of 1763

Paxton Boys

Navigation Act, 1651 (a temporary act)

Navigation Act, 1660: renewed the provisions
of the 1651 act; trade in English ships; enumer-
ated articles to be sold only to England

Navigation Act, 1663: European trade through
England first, then to colonies; strengthened in
1673

Navigation Act, 1696: created Board of Trade
and Plantations to enforce navigation acts

Grenville’s program
Sugar Act, 1764: modified Molasses Act, 1733

Currency Act, 1764: extended Currency Act of
1751, that applied only to Mass, to all the colo-
nies '

vice-admiralty courts

non—importation

virtual, actual representation .



Stamp Act

Virginia Resolves

Stamp Act Congress, 1765
Patrick Henry

Sons of Liberty

internal taxes

external taxes

Declaratory Act, 1766

Quartering Act (called the Mutiny Act by the
British)

Townshend Acts, reaction

John Dickinson, “Letters From a Farmer in Penn-
sylvania”

Massachusetts Circular Letter

Sam Adams

The Association

repeal of the Townshend Acts, except tax on tea
Boston Massacre, 1770

Crispus Attucks

John Adams

Carolina Regulators

Battle of the Alamance

Gaspee incident

Governor Thomas Hutchinson of Mass
committees of correspondence

Lord North

Tea Act, East India Company

Boston Tea Party, 1773

Coercive Acts (or Intolerable Acts, or Repres-
sive Acts)

Boston Port Act

Massachusetts Government Act
Quebec Act

First Continental Congress, 1774
Suffolk Resolves

Galloway Plan

Continental Association

Lexington and Concord, April 19, 1775
Paul Revere, William Dawes

Second Continental Congress

George Washington
Battle of Bunker Hill (Breed’s Hill)
Olive Branch Petition

Thomas Paine, Common Sense

natural rights philosophy

John Locke, Second Treatise of Government
George III

Richard Henry Lee’s Resolution of June 7, 1776:
“These united colonies are, and of right ought to
be, free and independent states.”

Committee on Independence: Thomas J efferson,
Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Roger
Sherman, and Robert Livingston

July 4, 1776 and the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. Read it and know the ideas in the pre-
amble.

Somerset case (in Great Britain)
Quock Walker case—Mass

Revolutionary War

John Adams

Abigail Adams

Mercy Otis Warren

Edmund Burke

Lafayette

George Rogers Clark

Benedict Arnold

Robert Morris

John Paul Jones

Bonhomme Richard and the Serapis
Conway cabal

French Alliance of 1778, reasons for it
major battles: Saratoga, Valley Forge
Yorktown, Lord Cornwallis

League of Armed Neutrality

Treaty of Paris, 1783

negotiators: Benjamin Franklin, John Adams,-
John Jay

French and British intrigue over U.S. bound-
aries

social impact of the war



primogeniture, entail

disestablishment, Virginia Statute of Religious
Freedom

new state constitutions (Mass new constitution
adopted by popular vote)

Newburgh conspiracy

Articles of Confederation: powers, weaknesses,
successes

Readings for Depth and Historical Interpretation

The American Revolution and the Civil War are two of the most studied and least understood events in
American history. We know what happened; what we don’t know is why both happened and what they mean
in the broader context of American history. Additional readings on the American Revolution provide some
depth and understanding. Complete understanding takes more than a lifetime.

American Revolution

1.

Robert B. Downs, “Clarion Call for Revolution:
Thomas Paine’s Common Sense,” in Books That
Changed America. Downs calls Common Sense
“the American best seller of all time in relation
to population.” Probably every fifth American
owned a copy of Common Sense. This source
summarizes Paine’s ideas and place in Ameri-
can history.

Carl Becker, “Provincial Parties and Party Poli-
tics, 1700-1769,” in his The History of Political
Farties in the Province of New York, 1760-1776.
Becker sees the American Revolution as two
struggles—one against the British for indepen-
dence and another between the privileged and
the unprivileged for control of the state govern-
ment. “The first was the question of home rule;
second was the question ... of who should rule
at home.”

J. Franklin Jameson, The American Revolution
Considered as a Social Movement. Originally
published in 1926, Jameson sees accompanying
the Revolution deep and permanent social and
economic changes in the patterns of landhold-
ing, church-state relations, restrictions on sla-
very, changes in inheritance laws, etc.

Crane Brinton, The Anatomy of Revolution. This
1938 book uses four revolutions—the Ameri-
can, French, English, and Russian—to study
the phenomenon of revolutions. It is difficult

5.

reading, but immensely rewarding for the seri-
ous student of history.

Gordon S. Wood, “Rhetoric and Reality in the
American Revolution,” William and Mary
Quarterly, 1966. Wood reviews the various
interpretations for the causes of the American
Revolution, and discusses the difficulty involved
in trying to link ideas and behavior.

Robert E. Brown, Middle-Class Democracy and
the Revolution in Massachusetts, 1691-1780.
Brown claims that Massachusetts in the colonial
era was already a middle-class democracy be-
cause the land ownership requirement for the
right of suffrage gave the right to vote to over
eighty percent of the adult white males. Be-
cause the colonists fought against Great Britain
to preserve the already existing democratic
society, ours was a conservative revolution.

Robert A. Gross, The Minutemen and Their
World, is a superb book that looks at life in
Concord, Massachusetts, before and during the
American Revolution. The outside world in-
truded upon a community already under stress,
further straining the social and political fabric.
This is Jameson’s argument at the micro level.

The difficulties involved in raising an army are
well presented in John Shy, “Mobilizing Armed
Force in the American Revolution,” in John
Parker and Carol Urness, eds., The American
Revolution: A Heritage of Change. Another
article on the loyalists is also good.



The American Revolution as an intellectual and ideological revolution

L. Looking Backward, 1776 to 1760 in Retrospect

A. John Adams: “There seems to be a direct and formal design to enslave America.”

B. Thomas Jefferson in 1774: “[though] single acts of tyranny may be ascribed to the acciden-
tal opinion of a day ... a series of oppressions begun at a distinguished period and pursued
unalterably through every change of ministers too plainly proves a deliberate and
systematical plan of reducing us to slavery.”

C. Changes in self-perception and changes in our image of Great Britain

1.
2.

America seen as the citadel of natural rights

Long American identification with and sympathy for the Whig opposition to the
British government

America was the last defense of traditional English liberties and rights. (Note that
early appeals were to Parliament until the colonists realized that Parliament sided with
the stupid, corrupt, or evil ministers. Then the appeal was to the king until the colo-
nists realized the king, the ministers, and Parliament were all of a single mind.)

The entire British government and society increasingly seen as corrupt; America
viewed as crude, but morally superior; slow realization that our inferiority was really
our superiority.

II. Specific British Acts of Tyranny (part of the long “series of oppressions” and
the “direct and formal design”)

A. The early acts

1.

Writs of assistance widely thought to be illegal (Mass high court had to ask if they

were legal because the court was uncertain itself, Almost all colonial lawyers thought

them to be unconstitutional.)

Proclamation of 1763 a logical British answer to Pontiac’s Rebellion, but had adverse

impact on land speculators and colonial land claims in a society that increasingly

thought of itself as crowded

Revenue laws

a. Sugar Act, 1764, cut rates of Molasses Act of 1733, but now strictly enforced

b. Currency Act, 1764, forbade issuing of paper money by colonies, hindering trade

c. Stamp Act, 1765, to be affixed to 54 different types of documents, from 1¢ to $10
to set a precedent for internal taxes. (The amounts to be raised were small, why did
the British push for it?)

d. Stamp Act Congress: Unity forced England to back down; Declaratory Act passed,
ignored by colonists

The attack on the principle of representative government

a. Sdspension of the NY legislature for protesting against the Quartering Act

b. Suspension of Mass legislature for circular letter urging resistance to Townshend
Acts

B. Corruption in Great Britain

L.
2.

John Wilkes: a radical denied his seat in Parliament after election and imprisoned
His supporters gathered at St. George’s Fields, beside King’s Bench Prison, to protest
and see him; British army dispersed mob (attacked by a standing army)






