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The Essentials of U.S. History

UNIT FIVE: 1840-1877

Major Themes and Ideas

Slavery and Abolitionism

1.

Trace the history of blacks and slavery from
1619 to the Fifteenth Amendment.

“Mind of the South” (Wilbur Cash wrote a
book by that title, The Mind of the South.)
Slavery from the viewpoint of the slave, the
slaveholder, and the nonslaveholding white
Southerner

The issue of slavery in the territories involved
an imaginary slave in a place not suited for
slavery.

Slavery as a threat to white northern labor

Compare the black struggle to achieve freedom
with the abolitionist struggle to free slaves.

7. Southern justifications for slavery

10.
11.

12.

13.
14.

15.

Blacks in the North, 1790-1860

. William Lloyd Garrison: hero or villain of the

antislavery movement?

South fought to keep from becoming what the
North had become, a democratic society.

Trace sectionalism from 1810 to 1850 through
the careers of Clay, Calhoun, and Webster.

Northerners objected not to slaves but to the
political and economic power and influence
slavery gave the slaveholder in the national
government.

There were many reforms in the 1830s; by the
1850s abolition was the only reform.

Why was abolition disreputable in the 1830s
and acceptable by the 1850s?

Slavery dominated all aspects of Southern life:
political, economic, social, and intellectual.

Civil War and Reconstruction

1.

Event, person, or place as a symbol of

North-South division, such as bleeding Kan-
sas, John Brown, or the Crittenden Compro-
mise
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2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

Role of the Supreme Court in the Civil War and
Reconstruction

Breakdown of both the Whig and Democratic
parties in the 1850s and the rise of the third
party system

Struggle between the president and Congress
for dominant political power within the federal
government, 1850-1868

Accomplishments and failures of Reconstruc-
tion

States’ rights from 1790 to 1860 for all the
sections

Civil War: triumph of American democracy
over European aristocracy

Why did black male suffrage come before
white female suffrage?

The 1850s: a decade of political sectionalism
and economic nationalism

When did the Civil War become inevitable and
why? _
What causes of the Civil War were resolved by
the Civil War and Reconstruction?

The North and the South compromised in 1820,
1833, 1850, and 1877. Why was compromise
impossible in 18607

Did the North win the Civil War or the South
lose it?

Outline events of the 1850s.
Historiography of the causes of the Civil War
Compare the elections of 1852, 1856, and 1860.

Was the Republican Party consistent in its
policies from the 1850s to 18772

Decade of the 1850s as a period of major battles

‘within rather than between parties

The issues of the Civil War were similar to
those of the American Revolution.

Lincoln: a hero to blacks?
Why is Lincoln ranked as a great president?
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22. Why did Lincoln, who opposed social and

political equality for blacks, eventually free the
slaves?

Economy

1.

2.
3.

10.
11.

12.

Role of the state and national governments in
promoting economic growth

Trace land policy changes.

Trace changes in the economy in transporta-
tion, money, labor, banking, sectionalism, and
comimerce.

. Republican Iegislation passed during the Civil
War—triumph of Clay’s American Systemand

beginnings of industrial growth

Economic changes in American society drew
the Northeast and the Northwest closer while
driving the South from both.

Industrialization in the United States

. Trace the history of the corporation as a busi-

ness institution.

Compare Southern black slavery and Northern

v

wage slavery.

The South: an underdeveloped economy in the
antebellum period

Southern economic grievances againstthe North

North-South economic differences before the
Civil War that continued unresolved after it

Trace the history of the union movement from
1790 to 1860.

Expansion and Foreign Affairs

1.

2.

3.

Principles that caused territorial expansion
between 1815 and 1860

Slavery and territorial expansion as causes of
the Civil War

Impact of Manifest Destiny on both foreign
affairs and domestic politics
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

U.S. policy toward Latin America was dishon-
orable but produced good results.

The Civil War began with the Mexican War.

Principles of the Monroe Doctrine and how
these principles were put into practice from
1823 to 1895

Compare policies toward California, Texas,
Cuba, and Oregon.

Manifest Destiny grew out of Jacksonian De-
mocracy.

Why was Oregon annexed peacefully, but not
Texas?

Trace the history of the Oregon Territory to
annexation.

Use Texas to illustrate the characteristics and
consequences of American foreign policy from
1830 to 1850.

Trace relations between Great Britain and the
United States from 1830 to 1875.

The diplomacy of the Civil War was based on
consistent principles.

The opening of trade relations with China and
Japan illustrates significant themes in Ameri-
can foreign policy.

Compare the foreign policies of Jefferson and
Polk.

Black History

1.

Supreme Court, Congress, and the president
and the position of blacks in American society,
1850-1900

Compare the social and political gains made by
blacks during Reconstruction with those dur-
ing the second Reconstruction, and during the
1950s and 1960s.

Outline developments in the history of blacks
between 1865 and 1912.
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Major Terms and Concepts

Manifest Destiny
Great American Desert

“Manifest Destiny”

Horace Greeley

Senator Thomas Hart Benton
Stephen Austin ‘
Texas War for Independence
Santa Anna

Alamo

San Jacinto

Sam Houston .
Republic of Texas

annexation of Texas, joint resolution under
President Tyler

election of 1844: candidates, issues, third
party’s impact, Liberty Party

reoccupation of Texas and reannexation of
Oregon ‘

54° 40’ or Fight!

+ James K. Polk

Slidell mission to Mexico

Rio Grande, Nueces River, disputed territory

General Zachary Taylor

Mexican War: causes, results

spot resolutions

Stephen Kearny, John C. Fremont, General
Winfield Scott

Nicholas Trist

Treaty of Guadelupe Hidalgo provisions
All Mexico movement -
Mezxican Cession
Webster-Ashburton Treaty
Caroline and Creole affairs
Aroostook War

John Jacob Astor

Oregon fever

Willamette Valley

Oregon territory
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49th parallel

election of 1848: Cass, Taylor

Wilmot Proviso

Joseph Smith

Brigham Young, Mormons, Great Salt Lake
Gadsden Purchase

hegemony '

Economy
Samuel Slater

“transportation revolution”

Eli Whitney, interchangeable parts
cotton gin (short for engine)

Erie Canal

National Road (Cumberland Road)

Commonwealth vs. Hunt (MA case)
Boston Associates

Lowell factory, factory girls

Cyrus McCormick, mechanical reaper
Elias Howe

ten-hour movement

clipper ships

Cyrus Field

Robert Fulton, steamships

Samuel F.B. Morse, telegraph
Walker Tariff, 1846

Independent Treasury system, Van Buren .
and Polk '

Slavery and the South

American Colonization Society
cotton gin

abolitionism

sectionalism

William Lloyd Garrison

The Liberator

American Antislavery Society
Theodore Weld
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Theodore Parker

the Grimké sisters

Elijah Lovejoy

Wendell Phillips

Nat Turner’s insurrection

David Walker, Walker’s Appeal
Sojourner Truth

Gabriel Prosser

Denmark Vesey

Frederick Douglass v
Tredegar Iron Works, Richmond, Virginia
mountain whites in the South
Prigg v. Pa, 1842

personal liberty laws

“King Cotton”

Free Soil Party

The 1850s
John Sutter

forty-niners
California applies for admission as a state
Compromise of 1850: provisions, impact
Fugitive Slave Law
Anthony Burns
" Ableman v. Booth
Webster’s 7th of March speech
Nashville Convention
Henry Clay
John C. Calhoun
underground railroad
Harriet Tubman
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Harriet Beecher Stowe
election of 1852: end of the Whig Party
Perry and Japan
Ostend Manifesto
Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1854
birth of the Republican Party
Stephen A. Douglas
popular sovereignty
36° 30’ line
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election of 1856: Republican Party,
Know-Nothing Party

“bleeding Kansas” and Lawrence
“Beecher’s Bibles”

John Brown’s raid

Pottawatomie massacre _

New England Emigrant Aid Company
Sumner-Brooks affair

Lecompton Constitution

Dred Scott decision

Chief Justice Roger B. Taney (pronounced
Tawny)

Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858 during
[llinois senatorial campaign

Freeport Doctrine
panic of 1857

George Fitzhugh, Sociology for the South, br
the Failure of Free Society

Hinton Helper, The Impending Crisis of the
South

Lincoln’s “house divided” speech
John Brown, Harpers Ferry raid
election of 1860: candidates, parties, issues

Democratic Party conventions: Baltimore,
Charleston

John Bell
John Breckinridge

Republican Party: 1860 platform, supporters,
leaders

Buchanan and the secession crisis
Crittenden Compromise proposal

Civil War

border states

South’s advantages in the Civil War
North’s advantages in the Civil War
Fort Sumter

Bull Run

Monitor and the Merrimac

Lee, Jackson

Grant, McClellan, Sherman, Meade
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Vicksburg, Gettysburg, Antietam, Texas v. White, 1869
Appomattox Thaddeus Stevens
Jefferson Davis, Alexander Stephens Charles Sumner
Northern blockade Andrew Johnson
cotton versus wheat Freedmen’s Bureau
Copperheads , General Oliver O. Howard
Congressman Clement L. Vallandigham Ku Klux Klan
suspension of habeas corpus Civﬂ Rights Act
Republican legislation passed in Congress Thirteenth Amendment
after Southerners leftf bankmgf tariff, Fourteenth Amendment and its provisions
homestead, transcontinental railroad
.. . Fifteenth Amendment
conscription, draft riots o
I . Tenure of Office Act |
Emancipation Proclamation ) n
Charles Francis Adams ?;Pes; m'entCh
Great Britain: Trent, Alabama, Laird rams, el Justice L-hase
“continuous voyage” Secretary of War Stanton
election of 1864: candidates, parties scalawags, carpetbaggers
financing of the war effort by North and purchase of Alaska
South Secretary of State William Seward
Clara Barton Napoleon IIT
Maximilian in Mexico
Reconstruction Monroe Doctrine

Lincoln’s ten percent plan
assassination of April 14, 1865
John Wilkes Booth

Ex parte Milligan

Radical Republicans

‘Wade-Davis bill, veto, Wade-Davis Mani-
festo

Joint Committee on Reconstruction (Com-
mittee of Fifteen)

Reconstruction acts, 1867
state suicide theory
conquered territory theory
the unreconstructed South
black codes
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Ulysses S. Grant
Treaty of Washington
Secretary of State Hamilton Fish

election of 1872; Liberal Republicans,
Horace Greeley

election of 1876: Hayes and Tilden
Compromise of 1877 provisions
Solid South

sharecropping, crop lien system
segregation

Hiram R. Revels

Blanche K. Bruce
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