THE GIANT APUSH REVIEW

Europeans Colonize North America (1600 ~ 1640)
*English Interest in Colonization*
- By the sixteenth century, many countries, including Spain, France and the Netherlands, had established
colonies in the New World. Until the foundation of Jamestown, however, the English didn't have any
successful permanent colonies in North America.
- Prior to Jamestown, Sir Walter Raleigh of the Sea Dogs formed a joint stock company and received a
charter to found a colony on Roanoke Island in 1584. It failed, and he tried again in 1585 and 1587. Both
were failures, and the fate of the 1587 colony remains a mystery (all colonists disappeared).
- Anyhow, several factors encouraged the English to try again with Jamestown even after their earlier
failures, and motivated people to join the expeditions. These reasons include...

* “Overcrowding” — England had experienced a dramatic population boom, resulting in social and
economic upheaval (inflation, falling wages, peasants losing their land b/c of the enclosure
movement, many homeless people, rapidly growing cities).

% Competition — The English government was concerned about losing ground in the competition
with the Spanish for overall power and with the Dutch for trading. Since they had colonies, it was
only natural that England would want them as well.

% Religion — This applies more to the prospective colonists than to the government. Anyhow, after
Henry VIII split from the church in 1533, he established the Anglican Church, which was
subsequently taken over by Queen Elizabeth, who swung it more towards the Protestant side. This
led to the formation of many English Calvinist [Puritan] groups, who felt that reform should go
further. But under the Stuarts [the absolutists], the church went back towards Catholicism w/o the
Pope, and many of the Puritans were forced to flee in the 1620s to avoid persecution.

*The Founding of Virginia*

- In 1606 the Virginia Company was founded by a group of merchants and gentry who felt they could reap
great profits from colonizing America [it could allow them to find precious metals and new trade routes]. The
Virginia Company was a joint-stock venture [it was funded by contributions from many small investors].

- Although joint-stock companies had worked well to finance voyages, which quickly resulted in $, they
wouldn’t work as well for colonies b/c colonies required enormous amounts of funding and usually failed, or
at least took a long time, to return profits. Consequently, colonies funded by these companies were always
short of capital b/c nobody wanted to risk much $.

- Anyhow, James | decided to go ahead and charter the company in 1606, which resulted in Jamestown
being founded in Virginia {after a failure to start a colony in Maine] in May 1607 by 104 Englishmen.

*Jamestown’s Struggle for Survival*
- The most concise way to express the first years would be absolutely terrible luck. The colonists faced a
myriad of problems, most of which they were not responsible for. For instance..
% They just happened to arrive during a severe drought.
% They had major problems with diseases like typhus and dysentery caused by a lack of
sanitation (they washed clothes in the James river, then drank the water, and so on).
% They settled in the worst place possible climactically.
% They (this was their fault) were lazy. As the colonists were mainly gentlemen expecting to
somehow magically discover gold and get rich, they were totally unprepared for the notion of
*gasp* manual labor.
- Not surprisingly, they had a 90% mortality rate on the first wave of colonists.

*Jamestown and the Powhatan Confederacy*
- So why wasn't this another failure? Well, b/c of the Native Americans in the area [6 Algonquian tribes — the
Powhatan Confederacy]. Since Powhatan [their leader] thought that the new arrivals could help him
consolidate his power over the neighboring tribes, he was receptive and friendly towards them and agreed to
trade food for items such as knives and guns.
- Soon enough, however, the relationship broke down. One cause of this was the kidnapping of Pocahontas,
Powhatan’s daughter, by colonists who wanted to use her as a hostage to get settlers back. After that, they
maintained an uneasy peace and nothing more.
- Additionally, frequent cultural misunderstandings contributed to the failure of the friendship. For instance...
* In the Indian culture, leaders were not autocratic. B/c the English were accustomed to dealing
w/absolutist figures, they consistently overestimated the power of the Indian leaders.
*  Another problem was conceptions of property ownership. For the Indians, land was communal
and couldn’t be bought/sold. Also, the English thought land ownership implied it was farmed.
% Most significantly, the English had a big time superiority complex, and did not give a crap
about Indian traditions and culture.



- So, due to the factors listed above, it was exceedingly difficult for the two groups to maintain the
harmonious relationship they had developed at the beginning. Before long, the settlers began to follow a
pattern that would occur time and again: they took advantage of their allies, then turned against them (using
their internal politics to divide and conquer) and then stole their land.

- Anyhow, with the support of the Indians the Jamestown colonists managed to survive for the first few
years. Their first taste of independent government came a while down the road, though, with the introduction
of the House of Burgesses by the Virginia Company established the House of Burgesses in 1619. Although
the governor could veto their laws, they controlled his salary.

*The Expansion of the Chesapeake Colonies*

- But what actually saved the colonists in the long term? One word: tobacco. In 1611, the first crop was
planted and the Virginians finally found the commaodity crop they had been searching for. There was a huge
boom in tobacco exports throughout the 1620s (it became like currency).

- Consequently, the colony grew into a full sized settlement that included men, women, and children. Also,
since tobacco exhausted the soil quickly the colony expanded space-wise as well.

- The expansion caused Powhatan's successor, who felt the colonists were encroaching on his lands, to
launch coordinated attacks along the James River on March 22, 1622 in which % of the colonists were
killed. But after reinforcements arrived, the settlers counterattacked and a peace was reached.

- Indian control of the region was further broken in April 1644 when they made a last attempt, failed, and
were forced to sign a treaty that subjugated them to the English.

- The one thing the 1622 attack did do was destroy the Virginia Company, which wasn't making $ and had
its charter revoked by James | in 1624. Virginia was then made a royal colony. James quickly attempted to
remove the House of Burgesses but was met by so much resistance that he was forced to give up.

- Additional expansion occurred in 1634 when Charles | gave G. Calvert land on the Chesapeake as
personal property. Calvert named the area Maryland and decided to use the colony as a haven for Roman
Catholics. In fact, C. Calvert [son] was the first colonizer to offer religious freedom to all Christians.

- Besides religion [Jamestown was mostly composed of Anglicans], however, Maryland was identical to
Virginia — they both relied on the tobacco crop and had plantations spread out down the river and therefore
didn’t need towns to exchange goods [b/c they could just send it on down the river].

*The Headright System and Indentured Servitude*

- The major problem the colonists faced even from the beginning of the tobacco cultivation was a labor
shortage, as tobacco was a very labor-intensive crop. This problem resulted in the introduction of the
headright system in 1617 by the Virginia Company.

- The headright system stated that every new arrival paying their way could get 50 acres of land. Although
this in itself encouraged wealthier people to move to the colonies, it also allowed the already established
planters to get labor and land at once.

- Essentially, wealthy planters would pay other peoples’ passages in return for several years of what
became called indentured servitude. So the planters would get free labor (for a while) and land, and, after
they worked their quota of years, the servants would get their freedom and their own plots.

- Indentured servants, who were generally lower-class people who came over in hopes of advancement, had
tough lives, even though they would, if they managed to survive the first years [many epidemic diseases
made this easier said than done], receive “freedom dues” and be permitted to live as independent farmers.

- But overall, also b/c courts protected against excessive abuse, until the 1670s [when tobacco prices began
to decline] America provided real opportunities. After 1670 land became harder to acquire and
correspondingly in 1681 Maryland dropped the requirement that servants get land afterwards.

*The Founding of New England*
- Two separate groups contributed to the founding of New England:
%  Separatists (Pilgrims) — The Pilgrims were even stricter than the Puritans, and felt that they
had to split from the Anglican Church b/c it was too corrupt to ever be reformed.
* Congregationalists (Puritans) — The Puritans simply believed that the Anglican Church was
too Catholic and needed to be purified. The Puritans were also essentially Calvinists.
- Eventually the area filled out with many other people, who were not necessarily Pilgrims or Puritans and
simply came for economic reasons, and so on. Nevertheless, the leaders of the initial colonists left an
indelible imprint on the region — their idealism persisted for decades at the very least.

*The Pilgrims*

- The colonization of New England began when in 1609 a Separatist congregation moved to the
Netherlands, where they could practice freely. They disliked the Netherlands, however, b/c toleration also
meant that many other religious sects unacceptable to the Separatists were about.



- Consequently, they obtained permission from the Virginia Company to colonize New England and left in
September 1620 on the Mayflower with a whole bunch of non-Separatists. To make sure that they would
still be in command when they landed, the Separatist leaders drafted the Mayfiower Compact.

- The Mayflower Compact established a “Civil Body Politic” and basic legal system. It also described the
belief that the Pilgrims had made a covenant w/God, which meant that they had to create a new utopian
society — they were egalitarians [only for church members] and believed in communalism.

- Anyhow, the Pilgrims finally landed on November 21, 1620. They named their town Plymouth. But, once
again, they had a tough time at the beginning [as they were poorly prepared for the climate].

- They were only saved when the Pokanokets [led by Massasoit], a local Indian tribe that had lost many
people in an epidemic and were threatened by their neighbors, decided they would be useful allies.

*The Puritans*

- As the Pilgrims struggled to survive and create their small town community, though, another group arrived
and established colonies that would eventually come to dominate New England and absorb Plymouth in
1691. This second group was headed by Congregationalists, who were threatened by Charles |, who had
begun trying to wipe out Puritan practices in the country.

- Subsequently, a group of Congregationalist merchants obtained a royal charter in 1629 and formed the
Massachusetts Bay Company, which soon attracted middle-class Puritans who were concerned about the
deteriorating situation in England. Although they remained committed to reforming the Anglican Church, they
feit they would be better able to continue in America.

- Therefore, the merchants decided to transfer their headquarters to America. Led by John Winthrop, who
was elected governor in October 1629, the Puritans set off towards New England in 1630 on the Arbelfa. On
the way, Winthrop explained his vision for the colony in a sermon, “The Model of Christian Charity.”

- Like the Pilgrims, he also stressed community, equality, and their covenant w/God, which required them to
create a model “city upon a hill.” Later on, more formal institutions echoed the ideals expressed in the
speech, for the General Court, which originally governed the Company, was changed into a colonial
legislature. Soon enough, the system was complete w/a governor and full two-house legislature.

*The Expansion of the New England Colonies*

- Three types of towns developed in New England: agricultural towns that attempted to sustain Winthrop's
communalist ideas, seaports/trading centers, and commercialized agriculture towns.

- Furthermore, the colonists spread out over the years, founding Connecticut (1636), New Haven (1638),
and New Hampshire (1638). But migration inevitably led to conflicts with the Indians. For instance, the first
colonists to move to Connecticut under Thomas Hooker faced the Pequots, who realized that the arrival of
the colonists would threaten their role as middiemen between other Indian groups and the Europeans.

- The Pequot War began with the death of two English traders [not by Pequots], which caused an English
raid on a Pequot village. The Pequots then attacked in April 1637, and a Massachusetts Bay expedition
responded by burning the main Pequot town and pretty much wiping them out.

- For the next 30 years the Indians allowed the Europeans to spread over their territory, although they never
blended into European society and most colonist didn't bother trying to convert them, with the exception of
John Eliot [who wasn't really successful anyhow b/c he demanded the Indians totally reject their roots].

*Contrasting Lifestyles in the Chesapeake and in New England*
- Not surprisingly, due to climactic and cultural reasons, life was very different in the two sections of the
country. The most significant differences include. ..

% The importance of religion — It was not until the 1690s that the Church of England really took
root in Virginia, and even then it was never an essential part of society. In New England,
though, religion was central to all aspects of life; strict moral codes prevailed and anyone who
disagreed with the established religious orthodoxy could be kicked out — ex. Roger Williams,
who founded Providence, Rhode Island (1637) b/c he was exiled for promoting separation of
church and state, and Anne Hutchinson.

% Land distribution - In the Chesapeake, land was unevenly distributed. in New England,
however, a few people would apply together for grants of land and would then plan villages in
which everyone would get land. So, New England was much more egalitarian in that respect.

% Plantations vs. small towns — While the Chesapeake was composed of sprawling plantations
New England mainly consisted of small towns.

*  Family life — In the Chesapeake, the predominance of males, the high mortality rate, and the
incidence of servitude led to few, small, short-lived families. In New England, by contrast,
people moved to the colonies already in family units and there was consequently a more even
male: female ratio, which led to numerous, large [it was healthier there] and longer-lived [they
created grandparents] families. Parents had far more impact on their children’s lives, as they
actually lived to see them grow up.




































































































































































































































