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 Key Terms 

 

Northern Renaissance 

Johannes Gutenburg 

Martin Luther 

Henry VIII 

Catholic Reformation 

proletariat 

Galileo Galilei 

Isaac Newton 

deism 

absolute monarchy 

Louis XIV 

mercantilism 

parliamentary monarchy 

nation-state 

Adam Smith 

Mary Wollstonecraft 

Answers to In Depth 

Elites and Masses 

Big Picture 

During the 1450-1750 period, European civilization 

experienced dramatic changes.  Politically, Europe went 

from feudalism to absolute and parliamentary monarchy.  

Economically, Europe’s discovery of the New World 

triggered a commercial revolution.  Culturally, Europe was 

influenced by the Renaissance, the Protestant Reformation, 

the Scientific Revolution, and the Enlightenment. 

Chapter Questions 
 

1. What were the causes of the Protestant Reformation?  

How did the Reformation affect European society? 

 

2. Describe the causes and effects of the commercial 

revolution.   

 

3. What was the scientific revolution?  What were some of 

the major discoveries? 

 

4. What are the elements of absolute monarchy?  Where did 

absolute monarchies develop? 

 

5. What was the Enlightenment?  How did the 

Enlightenment change European society? 

Questions from Reading 

Document Analysis 

Controversies About Women 

CollegeBoard Objectives 

Students should be able to: 

• explain the political units and social structures of 

Portugal, Spain, France, & Britain 

• evaluate the impact of changes in trade and global 

interactions 

• understand the impact of demographic and 

environmental changes such as population trends and 

the impact of new crops 

• explain the impact of cultural and intellectual 

developments such as the Scientific Revolution and 

the Enlightenment 


