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Dominion

the Napoleonic wars, and the British colony of Canada formed one of the front lines
of the conflict. U.S. military leaders assumed that they could easily invade and con-
quer Canada to pressure their foes. Despite the greater resources of the United
States, however, Canadian forces repelled U.S. incursions. Their victories promoted
a sense of Canadian pride, and anti-U.S. sentiments became a2 means for covering
over differences among French Canadians and British Canadians.

After the War of 1812, Canada experienced an era of rapid growth, Expanded
business opportunities drew English-speaking migrants, who swelled the population,
This influx threatened the identity of Quebec, and discontent in Canada reached a
critical point in the 1830s. The British imperial governors of Canada did not want a
repeat of the American revolution, so between 1840 and 1867 they defused tensions
by expanding home rule in Canada and permitting the provinces to govern their
own internat affairs,

Westward expansion of the United States and the American Civilt War pushed
Canada toward political autonomy. Fear of U.S. expansion helped stifte internal

- conflicts among Canadians and prompted Britain to grant independence to
Canada. The British North America Act of 1867 joined Quebec, Ontario, Nova
Scotia, and New Brunswick and recognized them as the Dominion of Canada.
Other provinces joined the Dominion later. Each province had its own seat of gov-
ernment, provincial legislature, and lieutenant governor representing the British
crown. The act created a federal government headed by a governor-general who
acted as the British representative. An elected House of Commons and appointed
Senate rounded out the framework of governance. Provincial legislatures reserved
certain political matters for themselves, whereas others fell within the purview of
the federal government. Without waging war, the Dominion of Canada had won
control over all Canadian internal affairs, and Britain retained jurisdiction over for-
eign affairs undl 1931,

John A. Macdonald (1815-1891) became the first prime minister of Canada,
and he moved to incorporate all of British North America into the Dominion. He
negotiated the purchase of the huge Northwest Territories from the Hudson’s Bay
Company in 1869, and he persnaded Manitoba, British Columbia, and Prince Ed-
ward Island to join the Dominion. Macdonald believed, however, that Canada’s Do-
minion would remain symbolic—a mere “geographic expression,” as he put it—until
the government took concrete action to make Canadian unity and independence a
reality, To strengthen the union he oversaw construction of a transcontinental rail-
road, completed in 1885. The railroad facilitated transportation and communica-
tions throughout Canada and eventually helped bring new provinces into the Do-
minion: Alberta and Saskatchewan in 1905 and Newfoundland in 1949. Although
internal conflicts never disappeared, Dominion provided a foundation for Canadian
independence and unity. Although maintaining tes to Britain and struggling to
forge an identty distinct from its powerful neighbor to the south, Canada developed
as a culturally diverse yet politically unified society.

K START HERE %

Latin America: Fragmentation
and Political Experimentation

Political unity was shortlived in Latin America. Simon Bolivar (1783-1830}, hailed
as the region’s liberator, worked for the establishment of a [arge confederation that
would provide Latin America with the political, military, and economic strength to
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resist encroachment by foreign powers. The wars of independence that he led en-
couraged a sense of solidarity in Latin America. But Bolivar once admitted that “1
fear peace more than war,” and after the defeat of the common colonial enemy, soli-
darity was impossible to sustain. Bolfvar’s Gran Colombia broke into its three con-
stituent parts—Venczuela, Colombia, and Ecuador—and the rest of Latin America
fragmented into numerous independent states.

Following the example of the United States, creole elites usually established re-
publics with written constitutions for the newly independent states of Latin America.
Yet constitutions were much more difficult to frame in Latin America than in the
United States. Before gaining independence, Latin American leaders had litte expe-
rience with self-government, since Spanish and Portuguese colonial regimes were far
meore autocratic than the British imperial government in North America. Creole
clites responded enthusiastically to Enlightenment values and republican ideals, but
they had no experience putting their principles into practice. As a result, sevetal
Latin American lands lurched from one constitution to another as leaders struggled
to create a machinery of government that would lead to political and social stability.

Creole clites also dominated the newly independent states and effectively pre-
vented mass participation in public affairs, Less than 5 percent of the male population
was active in Latin American politics in the nineteenth century, and millions of in-
digenous peoples lived entirely outside the political system, Without institutionalized
means of expressing discontent or oppesition, those disillusioned with the system had
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little choice beyond rebellion. Aggravating political instability were differences among
elites. Whether they were urban merchants or rural landowners, Latin American elites
divided into different camps as liberals or conservatives, centralists or federalists, secu-
larists or Roman Catholics.

One thing elites agreed on was the policy of claiming American land for agricul-
ture and ranching. This meant pushing aside indigenous peoples and establishing
Euro-American hegemony in Latin America, Conflict was most intense in Argentina
and Chile, where cultivators and ranchers longed to take over the South American
plains. During the mid-nineteenth century, as the United States was crushing native
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SIMON BOLIVAR ON GOVERNMENT IN VENEZUELA

Often considered the liberator of South America because of his leadership duving the drvive for
independence, Simén Bollvar devoted w great deal of thought to matters of statecraft. In this speech of 1819
t0 o congress consideving the political destiny of Venezuela, Bolivar expressed his views on the problevis and
promises of Latin Americe. Later the same year he becawe president of Gran Colombia, which included

modern Venezueln, Colombin, and Ecundor.

We are not Europeans; we are not Indians; we are but a
mixed species of aborigines and Spaniards. Americans by
birth and Europeans by law, we find ourselves engaged
in a dual conflict: we are disputing with the natives for
titles of ownership, and at the same time we are strug-
gling to maintain ourselves in the country that gave us
birth against the opposition of the invaders. Thus our
position is most extraordinary and complicated. . . .

America . . . reccived everything from Spain, who,
in effect, deprived her of the experience that she would
have gained from the exercise of an active tyranny by
not allowing her to take part in her own domestic affairs
and administration, This exclusion made it impossible
for us to acquaint ourselves with the management of
public affairs. . . . In brief, Gentlemen, we were delib-
erately kept in ignorance and cut off from the world in
alt matters relating to the science of government. . . .

Despite these bitrer reflections, I experience a surge
of joy when 1 witness the great advances that our Re-
public has made since it began its noble career. Loving
what is most useful, animated by what is most jusr,
and aspiring to what is most perfect, Veneruelz, on
breaking away from Spain, has recovered her indepen-
dence, her freedom, her equality, and her national sov-
ereignty. By establishing a democratic republic, she
has proscribed momnarchy, distinctions, nobility, pre-
rogatives, and privileges. She has declared for the
rights of man and freedom of action, thought, speech,
and press. These eminently liberal acts, because of the
sincerity that has inspired them, will never cease to be
admired. . . .

Permit me to call the attention of the Congress to
a matter that may be of vital importance. We must
keep in mind that our people are neither European
nor North American; rather, they are a mixture of
Africans and the Americans who originated in
Europe, . . . It is impossible to determine with any
degree of accuracy where we belong in the human
family. The greater portion of the native Indians has
been annihilated; Spaniards have mixed with Ameri-
cans and Africans, and Africans with Indians and
Spaniards. While we have all been born of the same
mothier, our fathers, different in origin and in blood,
are foreigners, and all differ visibly as to the color of
their skin: a dissimilarity which places upon us an
obligation of the greatest importance,

Under the Constitution, which interprets the laws of
Nature, all citizens of Venezuela enjoy complete politi-
cal equality, Although equality may not have been the
political dogma of Athens, France, or North America,
we must consecrate it here in order to correct the dis-
parity that apparently exists. My opinion, Legislators, is
that the fundamental basis of our political system hinges
directly and exclusively upon the establishment and
practice of equality in Venezuela. . . .

Venezuela had, has, and should have a republican
government. Its principles should be the sovereignty of
the people, division of powers, civil liberty, proscription
of slavery, and the abolition of monarchy and privileges.
We need equality to recast, so to speak, into a unified
nation, the classes of men, political opinions, and public
customs.

SOURCE: Simén Bolivar, Sefected Works of Bolivar, compiled by Vicente Lecuna, edited by Harold A. Bierck Jr.,
transiated by Lewis Bertrand (New York: Colonial Press, 1951), 1:175-176, 181-183,
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Caudillos

Mexico: War
and Reform

resistance to western expansion in North America, Argentine and Chilean forces
brought modern weapons to bear in their campaign to conguer the indigenous peo-
ples of South America. By the 1870s colonists had pacified the most productive
lands and forced indigenous peoples either to assimilate to Euro-American society or
to retreat to marginal lands that were unattractive to cultivators and ranchess.

Although creole clites agreed on the policy of conquering native peoples, divi-
sion and discord in the newly independent states helped caundillos, or regional mili-
tary leaders, come to power in much of Latin America. The wars of independence
had lasted well over a decade, and they provided Latin America with military rather
than civilian heroes. After independence, military leaders took to the political stage,
appealing to populist sentiments and exploiting the discontent of the masses. One of
the most notable caudillos was Juan Manuel de Rosas, who from 1835 to 1852
riled an Argentina badly divided between the catde-herding society of the pampas
(the interior grasslands) and the urban elite of Buenos Aires, Rosas himself emerged
from the gaucho (“cowboy”) world of horsemanship and cattle ranching, and he
used his skills to subdue other caudillos and ¢stablish control in Buenos Aires. Rosas
called for regional autonomy in an attempt to reconcile competing interests, but he
worked to centralize the government he usurped. He quelled rebellions, but he did
so in bloody fashion. Critics often likened Rosas to historically infamous figures,
calling him “the Machiavelli of the pampas™ and “the Argentine Nero,” and they ac-
cused him of faunching a reign of terror in order to stifle oppaosition, One writer ex-
iled by the caudillo compiled a chart that counted the number of Rosas’s victims and
the violent ways they met their ends:

Poisoned 4
Shot 1,393
Hanged 3,765
Assassinated 722
Killed in armed clashes 16,520
Totat 22,404

Rosas did what caudillos did best: he restored order. In doing so, however, he
made terror a tool of the government, and he ruled as a despot through his own
personal army. While caudillo rule limited freedom and undermined republican
ideals, it sometimes gave rise also to an opposition that aimed to overthrow the
caudillos and work for liberal reforms that would promote more democratic forms
of government,

Independent Mexico experienced a succession of governments, from monarchy
to republic to caudillo rule, but it also generated a liberal reform movement. The
Mexican-American War caused political turmoil in Mexico and helped the caudillo
General Antonio Lopez Santa Ana consolidate his rule. After the defeat and disillu-
sion of the war, however, a liberal reform movement attempted to reshape Mexican
society, Led by President Benito Judrez (1806-1872), a Mexican of indigenous an-
cestry, La Reforinna of the 1850s aimed to limit the power of the military and the
Roman Catholic church in Mexican society. Judrez and his followers called for
tierra y Hbertad—*“land and liberty”—which would endow Mexicans with the
means to make a living and enable them to participate in political affairs. The Con-
stitution of 1857 set forth the ideals of La Reforma. It curtailed the prerogatives of
priests and military elites, and it aflowed the confiscation of church properties,
which accounted for almost half of all the productive Jand in Mexico. The intent
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behind land redistribution
was to broaden the base of
land ownership, especially
among indigenous peoples,

tions for the masses. In
fact, however, speculators
and large landowners, not
indigenous peoples, bought
most of the Jand.

La Reforma challenged
the fundamental conser-
vatism of Mexican elites,
who led spirited opposition
to political, social, and eco-
nomic reform. By the ecarly
twenticth century, Mexico
was a divided land moving

toward civil war. The Mexi-
can revolution (1911-1920),  frurbide boldly illuminates the messy battles that took place

a bitter and bloody conflict, during the Mexican-American War, e West Point Museum,

broke out when middle-class  photo: Paulus Leeser

Mexicans joined with peas-

ants and workers to over-

throw the powerful dictator Porfirio Dfaz. The lower classes then took up weapons and
followed the revolutionary leaders Emiliano Zapata and Francisco (Pancho) Villa,
charismatic agrarian rebels who organized massive armies fighting for tierra y libertad,
the goals of La Reforma in the 1850s. Although the poorly armed forces of Zapata and
Villa enjoyed tremendous popular support, they were unable to capture Mexico’s major
cities, and they could not match the firepower of government annies. The Mexican rev-
oludon came to an end shortly after Zapata died in batde (1919) and government
forces regained control of a battered land. Nevertheless, the Mexican Constitation of
1917 addressed the concerns of the revolutionaries by providing for land redistribution,
universal suffrage, state-supported education, minimum wages and maximum hours for
workers, and restrictions on foreign ownership of Mexican property and mineral
ESOLCes,

In the form of division, rebellion, caudillo rule, and civil war, instability and con-
flict plagued Latin America throughout the nineteenth century. Many Latin Ameri-
can peoples lacked education, profitable employment, and political representation.
Simén Bolivar himself once said that “independence is the only blessing we have

gained at the expense of all the rest.”

Samuel Chamberlain’s lithograph Street Fighting in the Calle de

AMERICAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, two principal influences—mass
migration and British investment—shaped economic development throughout the
Armnericas. But Americen states reacted in different ways to migration and foreign in-
vestment, The United States and Canada absorbed waves of migrants, exploited
British capital, built industrial societies, and established economic independence,
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Industrial Migrants

The fragmented states of Latin America were unable to follow suit, however, as they
struggled with the legacies of colonialism, slavery, and econormic dependence on sin-
gle export crops. Migrants to Latin America mostly worked not in factories, but on
plantations owned or controlled by foreign investors.

Migration to the Americas

Underpinning the economic development of the Americas was the mass migration
of Buropean and Asian peoples to the United States, Canada, and Tatin America.
Gold discoveties drew prospectors hoping to make a quick fortune: the California
gold rush of 1849 drew the largest crowd, but Canadian gold also fured migrants by
the tens of thousands. Qutnumbering gold prospectors were millions of European
and Asian migrants who made their way to the factories, railroad construction sites,
and planrations of the Americas. Following them were others who offered the sup-
port services that made life for migrant workers more comfortable and at the same
time transformed the ethnic and cultural landscape of the Americas. Fatt Hing
Chin’s restaurant in San Francisco’s Chinatown fed Chinese migrants, but it also
helped introduce Chinese cuisine to American society, Migrants from all over the
world found similar comforts as their foods, religious beliefs, and culfural traditions
migrated with them to the Americas. ‘

After the mid-nineteenth century European migrants flocked to North America,
where they filled the factories of the burgeoning industrial economy of the United
States. Their lack of skills made them attractive to industrialists seeking workers to op-
erate machinery or perform heavy labor at low wages. By keeping labor costs down,
migrants helped increase the profitability and fuel the expansion of U.S. industry,

In the 1850s Evropean migrants to the United States numbered 2.3 million—
almost as many as had crossed the Atlantic during the half-century from 1800 to
1850—and the volume of migration surged until the early twendeth century. In-
creasing rents and indebtedness drove cultivators from Ireland, Scotland, Germany,
and Scandinavia to seck opportunities in North America. Some of them moved to
the Ohio and Mississippi River valleys in search of cheap and abundant land, but
many stayed in the eastern cities and contributed to the early industrialization of
the United States. By the latc nineteenth century, most European migrants were
coming from southern and eastern Europe. Poles, Russian Jews, Slavs, Italians,
Greeks, and Portuguese were most prominent among the later migrants, and they
scttled largely in the industrial cities of the eastern states, They dominated the tex-
tile industries of the northeast, and without their labor, the remarkable industrial
expansion that the United States experienced in the late nineteenth century would
have been inconceivable,

Asian migrants further swelled the U.S. labor force and contributed to the con-
struction of an American transportation infrastructure, Chinese migration grew
rapidly after the 1840s, when British gunboats opened China to foreign influences.
Officials of the Qing government permitted foreigners to seek indentured laborers in
China and approved their migration to distant lands. Between 1852 and 1875 some
two hundred thousand Chinese migrated to California. Some, like Fatt Hing Chin,
negotiated their own passage and sought to make their fortune in the gold rush, but
most traveled on indentured labor contracts that required them to cultivate crops or
work on the Central Pacific Railroad. Another five thousand Chinese entered Canada
to search for gold in British Columbia or work on the Canadian Pacific Railroad,
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Prospectors searching for California gold in 1850. Notice that the white and Chinese prospectors work different sides of the sluice.

& Courtesy of the California History Room, California State Library, Sacramento

While migrants to the United States contributed to the development of an in-
dustrial society, those who went to Latin American lands mostly worked on agricul-
tural plantations. Some Europeans figured among these migrants. About four mil-
lion Ttalians sought opportunities in Argentina in the 1880s and 1890s, for example,
and the Brazilian government paid Italian migrants to cross the Atlantic and work
for coffee growers who experienced a scvere labor shortage after the abelition of
stavery there (1888). Many Italian workers settled permanently in Latin America, es-
pecially Argentina, but some, popularly known as gelondrinas (“swallows™) because
of their regular migrations, traveled back and forth annually between Europe and
South America to take advantage of different growing scasons in the northern and
southern hemispheres,

Other migrants who worked on plantations in the western hemisphere came
from Asian lands. More than fiftcen thousand indentured laborers from China
worked in the sugarcane ficlds of Cuba during the nineteenth century, while Indian
migrants traveled to Jamaica, Trinidad, Tobago, and Guyana. Laborers from both
China and Japan migrated to Peru where they worked on cotton plantations in
coastal regions, mined guano deposits for fertilizer, and helped build railroad lines.
After the middle of the nineteenth century, expanding U.S. influence in the Pacific
islands also led to Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, and Korean migrations to Hawai'i,
where planters sought indentured laborers to tend sugarcane. About twenty-five
thousand Chinese went to Hawai'i during the 1850s and 1860s, and later 180,000

Japanese also made their way to istand plantations.

Plantation Migrants



804 PART V1 AN ACGE OF REVOLUTION, INDUSTRY, AND EMPIRE, 1750-1914

The National Policy

U.S8. Investment

Canadian Prosperity

British investment deeply influenced the development of the Canadian as well as the
U.S. ecconomy in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. As in the United
States, Canadian leaders took advantage of British capital to industrialize without al-
lowing their economy to fall under British control. During the early nineteenth cen-
tury, Britain paid relatively high prices for Canadian agricultural products and min-
erals, partly to keep the colony stable and discourage the formation of separatist
movements. As a result, white Canadians enjoyed a high standard of living even be-
fore industrialization.

After the establishment of the Dominion, politicians started a program of eco-
nomnic development known as the National Policy. The idea was to attract migrants,
protect nascent industries through tariffs, and build national transportation systems.
The centerpiece of the transportation network was the transcontinental Canadian
Pacific Railroad, built largely with British investment capital and completed in 1885.
‘The Canadian Pacific railroad opened the western prairie lands to commerce, stimu-
lated the development of other industries, and promoted the emergence of a Cana-
dian national economy. The National Policy created some violent altercadons with
indigenous peoples who resisted encroachment on their lands and with trappers who
resented disruption of their way of life, but it also promoted cconomic growth and
independence. In Canada as in the United States, the ability to control and direct
economic affairs was crucial to limiting the state’s dependence on British capital.

As a result of the National Policy, Canada experienced booming agricultural,
mineral, and industrial production in the late nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies. Canadian population surged as a result of both migration and natural in-
crease. Migrants flocked to Canada’s shores from Asia and especially from Europe:
between 1903 and 1914 some 2.7 million eastern Buropean migrants settled in
Canada. Fueled in part by this population growth, Canadian economic cxpansion
took place on the foundation of rapidly increasing wheat production and the extrac-
tion of rich mineral resources, including gold, silver, copper, nickel, and asbestos.
Industrialists also tapped Canadian rivers to produce the hydroelectric power neces-
sary for manufacturing,

Canada remained wary of its powerful neighbor to the south, but did not keep
U.S. economic influence entirely at bay. British investment dwarfed American in-
vestment throughout the nineteenth century: in 1914 British investment in Canada
totaled $2.5 billion, compared to $700 million from the United States, Neverthe-
less, the U.S. presence in the Canadian economy grew. By 1918, Americans owned
30 percent of all Canadian industry, and thercafter the U.S. and Canadian
economies became increasingly interdependent. Canada began to undergo rapid in-
dustrialization after the carly twentieth century, as the province of Ontarie benefit-
ted from the spillover of U.S. industry in the northeastern states.

* START *

Latin American Dependence

Latin American states did not undergo industrialization or enjoy economic develop-
ment like that of the United States and Canada. Colonial legacies help explain the lack
of economic development in Latin American fands. Even when Spain and Portugal
controlled the trade and investment policies of their American colonies, their home
economies were unable to supply sufficient quantities of the manufactured goods that
colonial markets demanded. As a result, they opened the colonies to European wade,
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which snuffed out local industries that could not compete with British, French, and
German producers of inexpensive manufactured goods. Moreover, both in colonial
times and after independence, Latin American elites—urban merchants and large land-
holders—retained control over local economies. Elites profited handsomely from Eu-
ropean trade and investment and thus had litde incentive to seck different economic
policies or work toward economic diversification. Thus foreign investment and trade
had more damaging effects in Latin American than in the United States or Canada.

The relatively small size of Latin American markets limited foreign influence,
which generally took the form of investment. British merchants had little desire to
transform Latin American states into dependent trading partners for the simple rea-
son that they offered no substantial market for British goods. Nevertheless, British
investors took advantage of opportunities that brought them handsome profits and
considerable control over Latin American economic affairs. In Argentina, for exam-
ple, British investors encouraged the development of cattle and sheep ranching.
After the 1860s and the invention of refrigerated cargo ships, meat became Argenti-
na’s largest export. British investors controlled the industry and reaped the profits,
however, as Argentina became Britain’s principal supplier of meat. Between 1880
and 1914 European migrants [abored in the new export industries and contributed
to the explosive growth of urban areas like Buenos Aires: by 1914 the city’s popula-
tion cxceeded 3.5 million. Although migrant laborers rarely shared in the profits
controlled by clites, the domination of urban labor by European migrants repre-
sented yet another form of foreign influence in Latin American economic affairs.

In a few lands, ruling elites made attempts to encourage industrialization, but
with only limited success. The most notable of these efforts came when the dictator-
ial General Porfirio Diaz ruled Mexico (1876-1911). Diaz represented the interests
of large landowners, wealthy merchants, and foreign investors. Under his rule rail-
road tracks and telegraph lines connected all parts of Mexico, and the production of
mineral resources surged. A small steel industry produced railroad track and con-
struction materials, and entreprencurs also established glass, chemical, and textile in-
dustries. The capital, Mexico City, underwent a transformation during the Diaz
years: it acquired paved streets, streetcar lines, and electric street lights. But the prof-
its from Mexican enterprises did not suppore contiming industrial development. In-
stead they went into the pockets of the Mexican oligarchy and foreign investors who
supported Dfaz while a growing and discontented urban working class seethed with
resentment at low wages, long hours, and foreign managers. Even as agriculture,
railroad construction, and mining were booming, the standard of living for average
Mexicans was declining in the late nineteenth century. Frustration with this state of
affairs helps explain the sudden outbreak of violent revolution in 1911.

Despite a large proportion of foreign and especially British control, Latin Ameri-
can economies expanded rapidly in the late nineteenth century. Exports drove this
growth: copper and silver from Mexico, bananas from Central America, rubber and
coffee from Brazil, beef and wheat from Argentina, copper from Chile, tobacco and
sugar from Cuba. As in the United States and Canada, foreign investment provided
capital for development, but unlike the situation in the northern lands, control over
industries and exports remained in foreign hands. Latin American economies were
thus subject to decisions made in the interests of foreign investors, and unstable
governments could do little in the face of strong foreign intervention. Controlled by
the very elites who profited from foreign intervention at the expense of their citi-
zens, Latin American governments helped promote the region’s economic depen-
dence, despite growth in industrial and export cconomices,

Xk STOP
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British Investment

Attempted
Industrialization
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Work on the Canadian Pacific Railroad in the 1880s renewed the threat of white
settlement to indigenous and métis society. The méds asked Riel to lead resistance
to the railroad and British Canadian settlement. In 1885 he organized a military
force of métis and native peoples in Saskatchewan and led an insurrection known as
the Northwest Rebellion. The Royal Notthwest Mounted Police quickly subdued
the makeshift army, and government authorities executed Riel for treason.

Although the Northwest Rebellion never had a chance of success, the execution
of Riet nonctheless reverberated throughout Canadian history. French Canadians
took it as an indication of the state’s readiness to subdue individuals who were cul-
turally distinct and politically opposed to the drive for a nation dominated by British
Canadian elites. In the very year when completion of the transcontinental raifroad
signified for some the beginnings of Canadian national unity, Riel’s execution fore-
shadowed a long term of cultural conflict between Canadians of British, French, and

indigenous ancestry,
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Ethnicity, Identity, and Gender in Latin America

The heritage of Spanish and Portuguese colonialism and the legacy of slavery in-
clined Latin American societies toward the establishment of hierarchical distinctions
based on ethnicity and color, At the top of society stood the creoles, individuals of
European ancestry born in the Americas, while indigenous peoples, freed slaves; and
their black descendants occupied the lowest rungs of the social ladder. In between
were various groups of mixed ancestry, such as mestizos, mulattoes, zambos, and
castizos, Although most Latin American states ended the legal recognition of these
groups, the distinctions themselves persisted after independence and limited the op-
portunities available to peoples of indigenous, African, or mixed ancestry.

Large-scale migration brought cultural diversity to Latin America in the nine-
teenth century. Indentured laborers who went from Asian lands to Peru, Brazil, Cuba,
and other Caribbean destinations carried a great deal of cultural baggage. When their
numbers were relatively small, as in the case of Chinese migrants to Cuba, they mostly
intermarried and assimilated into the working classes without leaving much foreign in-
fluence on the societies they joined. When they were relatively more numerous, how-
ever, as in the case of Indian migrants to Trinadad and Tobago, they formed distinc-
tive communities in which they spoke their native languages, prepared foods from
their homelands, and observed their inherited cultural and social traditions. Migration
of BEuropean workers to Argentina brought a lively diversity to the capital of Buenos
Aires, which was perhaps the most cosmopolitan city of nincteenth-century Latin
America. With its broad avenues, smart boutiques, and handsome buildings graced
with wrought iron, Buenos Aires enjoyed a reputation as “the Paris of the Americas.”

Latin American intellectuals secking cultural identity usually saw themselves ei-
ther as heirs of Europe or as products of the American enviromment, An eloquent
spokesman who identified with Europe was the Argentine president Domingo
Faustino Sarmiento (1811-1888). Sarmiento despised the rule of caudillos that had
emerged after independence and worked for the development of a liberal and pro-
gressive society based on European values. In his widely read book Faeundo: Civi-
lization aud Bavbarism (1845), Sarmiento argued that it was necessary for Buenos
Alres to bring discipline to the disorderly Argentine countryside. Deeply influenced
by the Enlightenment, he characterized books, ideas, law, education, and art as
products of cities, and he argued that only when cities dominated the countryside
would social stability and genuine liberty be possibie,
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Gauchos

Male Domination

Sarmiento admired the bravery and independence of Argentina’s gawnchos (cow-
boys), but he considered it imperative that urban residents rather than ranchers
make society’s crucial decisions. Others took gauchos almost as a symbol of Latin
American identity. Most gauchos were mestizos or castizos, but there were also
white and black gauchos, For all intents and purposes, anyone who adopted gaucho
ways became a gaucho, and gaucho society acquired an ethnic egalitarianism rarely
found elsewherc in Latin America. Gauchos were most prominent in the Argentine
pampas, but their cultaral practices linked them to the cowboys, or raqueres, found
throughout the Americas. As pastoralists herding cattle and horses on the pampas,
gauchos stood apart from both the indigenous peoples and the growing urban and
agricultural elites who gradually displaced them with large land holdings and cattle
ranches that spread to the pampas.

The gauchos led independent and self-sufficient lives that appealed broadly in
hierarchical Latin American society. Gauchos lived off their own skills and needed
only their horses to survive. They dressed distinctively, with sashed trousers, pon-
chos, and boots. Countless songs and poems lauded their courage, skills, and love-
making bravado. Yet independence and caudillo rule disrupted gaucho life as the
cowboys increasingly entered armies, either voluntarily or under compulsion, and
as settled agricultare and ranches surrounded by barbed wire enclosed the pampas,
The gauchos did not leave the pampas without resistance. The poet José Hernan-
dez offered a romanticized vision of the gaucho life and protested its decline in his
epic poem The Gancho Martin Fierro (1873). Hernandez conveyed the pride of
gauchos, particularly those who resisted assimilarion to Euro-American society, by
having Martin Fierro proclaim his independence and assert his intention to stay

that way:

I owe nothin’ to nobody;

I don’t ask for shelter, or give it;

and from now on, nobody

better try to lead me around by a rope.

Nevertheless, by the late nineteenth century, gauchos were more symbols of Latin
American identty than makers of a viable society.

Even more than in the United States and Canada, male domination was a central
characteristic of Latin American socicty in the nineteenth century. Women could not
vote or hold office, nor could they work or manage estates without permission from
their male guardians. In rural areas women were liable to rough treatment and as-
sault by gauchos and other men steeped in the values of machismo—a social ethic
that honored male strength, courage, aggressiveness, assertiveness, and cunning, A
tew women voiced their discontent with male domination and machismo. In her
poem “To Be Born a Man” (1887), for example, the Bolivian poet Adela Zamudio
lamented bitterly that ralented women could not vote, but ignorant men could, just
by learning how to sign their names, Although Larin American lands did not gener-
ate a strong women’s movement, they did begin to expand educational opportuni-
ties for girls and young women after the mid-nineteenth century. In large cities most
girls received some formal schooling, and women usually filled teaching positons in
the public schools that proliferated throughout Latin America in the late nineteenth

century.
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